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INTEODUCTION. 



Op the relations between Steele and Addison, and 
the origin of Steele's " Tatler," which was developt^d 
afterwards into the " Spectator," account has already- 
been given in the introduction to a volume of this 
Library, containing essays from the " Spectator" — *' Sir 
Roger de Coverley and the Spectator Club." There 
had been a centre of life in the " Tatler," designed, as 
Sir Roger and his friends were designed, to carry the 
human interest of a distinct personality through tlie 
whole series of papers. The **Tatler's" personality 
was Isaac Bickerstaff, Physician and Astrologer ; as 
to years, just over the grand climacteric, sixty-three, 
mystical multiple of nine and seven ; dispensing coun- 
sel from his lodgings at Shire Lane, and seeking- 
occasional rest in the vacuity of thought proper to his 
club at the " Trumpet." 

The name of Isaac BickerstafP Steele borrowed from 
his friend Swift, who, just before the establishment of 
the " Tatler," had borrowed it from a shoemaker's 
shop-board, and used it as the name oi «aY YB\.i^sg): 
astrolo^6»r, who should be an aatTo\o^<enc YcAfift^. 
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should attack John Partridge, the chief of the aeitro- 
logical almanack makers, with a definite prediction of the 
day and hour of his death. This he did in a pamphlet 
that brought up to the war against one stronghold of 
superstition an effective battery of satire. The pamphlet 
itself has been given in our volume of "The Battle 
of the Books, and other short pieces, by Jonathan 
Swift." The joke once set rolling was kept up in 
other playful little pamphlets written to announce the 
fulfilment of the prophecy, and to explain to Partridge 
that, whether he knew it or not, he was dead. This 
joke was running through the town when Steele 
began his " Tatler " on the 12th of April, 1709. Steele 
kept it going, and, in doing so, wrote once or twice in 
the character of Bickorstaff. Then he proceeded to 
develop the astrologer into a central character, who 
should give life and unity to his whole series of essays. 
They were published for a penny a number, at the 
rate of three numbers a week. Steele, for his three- 
pence a week, sought to give wholesome pleasure 
while good-humouredly helping men to rise above the 
vices and the follies of their time. Evil ways of the 
court of Charles the Second still survived in empty 
tradition. The young man thought it polite to set up 
for an atheist, said Steele, though it could be proved 
on him that every night he said his prayers. It was 
fashionable to speak frivolously of women, and affect 
contempt of marriage, though the English were, and 
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art), of all men the most domestic. St«ele mad» it a 
part of bis duty to break this evil CDBtom, to nphold 
the true honotir of womanhood, and assert the sacrad- 
ness of home. The two papers in this collection, called 
"Happy Marriage" and " A WifeDead,"ar6beanti£iil 
examples of his work in this direction. He attacked 
tiie false notiona of hononr that kept daelling in 
fashion. Steele oonld pat his heart into the direct 
telling of a tale of human love or sorrow, and in that 
respect was uuapproached bj Addison ; bat he was 
surpassed by Addison in a snbtle delicacy of toneh, in 
the fine hnmonr with which he played about the whims 
and weaknesses of men. The tenth paper in this 
Tolume, " A Business Meeting," is a good example of 
what Addison could do in that way. 

Of the papers in this volume, the first was sent t« 
Steele by the post, and — Steele wrote in the original 
Preface to the completed " Tatler " — " written, as I 
since understand, by Mr. Twisden, who died at the 
battle of Mods, and has a monument in Westminster 
Abbey, suitable to the respect which is due to his wit 
and TBlonr." The other papers were all written by 
Steele, with these eieeptions: — No. V., "Marrij^^of 
Sister Jenny," and No. TIL, " The Dream of Fame," , - 
were described by Steele, in a list given to Tickell, as . 
wntten by himself and Addison together. No. XIT., 
" The Wife Dead," is Steele's, with some ^uesk^tn "vi 
wnich Addison oontribated. So.Xai^""Oe*a.~S^^«»-'^ 
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was, the first part, by Addison ; the second part, begin- 
ning:^ on page 88, by Steele ; Addison wrote No. X., ** A 
Bnsiness Meeting," No. XVI., ** A very Pretty Poet,*' 
and No. XX., " False Doctoring." Addison joined 
Steele in the record of cases before " Bickerstaff, 
Censor," No. XVIH. Of the twenty-six sections in this 
volume, therefore, three are by Addison alone ; one is 
in two parts, written severally by Addison and Steele ; 
four are by Addison and Steele working in friendly 
fellowship, and without trace of their separate shares 
in the work ; eighteen are by Sioole alouo. 

S. M. 
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I.— THE STAFFIAN RACE. 

From my own AjxirtmerUj May^ 4, 1709. 

<)p all the vanities under the sun, I confess that of 
being proud of one's birth is the greatest. At the 
same time, since in this unreasonable age, by the force 
■of' prevailing custom, things in which men have no 
hand are imputed to them; and that I am used by 
some people as if Isaac Bickcrstaff, though I write 
myself Esquire, was nobody : to set the world right in 
that particular, I shall give you my genealogy, as a 
kinsman of ours has sent it me from the Heralds' 
Office. It is certain, and observed by the wisest 
writers, that there are women who are not nicely 
chaste, and men not severely honest, in all families ; 
therefore let those who may be apt to raise aspersions 
upon ours please to give us as impaitii\l «jw %s5«»\scs&. ^ 
their own, and we shall be featia^ed. TVe^ \svsaa»r»s^ ^V 
beralda is a matter of so great mce^^ V\\«Jt. *«* 'a?*^'^ 



10 ISAAC BICKEBBTAFF. 

miBtakea, I sHall give 7011 in; cousin's letter, verbatim, 
without altering a syllable. 

"Dear Cousin, 
" Since you hare been pleased to make yonrself so 
{tunons of tate by yonr ingenious writings, and some 
time sgo by your learned predictions ; since Partridge, 
of immortal memory, is dead and gone, who, poetical 
as be was, conld not understand bis own poetry ; and, 
philonutbioal as he was, coidd not read bis own 
destiny ; since the Pope, tbe King of France, and 
great pfl,rt of bis court, are either literaUy or meta- 
phorically defunct : since, I say, these things not fore- 
told by any one bnt yonrself have come to pass after 
so surprising a manner ; it is with no small concern I 
see tbe original of t)ie Staffism race so little known i» 
tbe world as it is at this time; for wbicb reason, sa 
yon have employed your studies in astronomy and the 
occnlt sciences, so I, my mother being a Welsh woman, 
dedicated mine to genealogy, pariionlarly that of our 
family, which, for its antiquity and number, may 
challenge any in &reat Britain. The Staffs are 
originally of Staffordshire, which took ita name from 
them ; tbe £rat that I find of the Staffs was one Jacob- 
staff, a famous and renowned astronomer, who, by 
Dorothy his wife, had issue seven sons — viz., Bicker- 
staff, liongstaff, WagstafE, Quartersteff, Whitostaff, 
JUstaff, and Tipstaff. He also bad ayonnger brother. 
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who was twice married, and had five Bona — riz., Diatdi 
PikeatAfF, IfopsfatE, BroomsUfl, and Baggedata£. 
for the braach from whence 7011 epring, I ehall e 
vary little of it, only that it ia the chief of the Sta 
and called Biakerstaff, quan Biggerataff ; as mnch'ai 
to say, the Great Staff, or Staff of Staffs ; and that il 
has applied itself to Aatronom; with great snc 
after the example of our aforesaid forefather, 
descendants from Longataff, the second son, we 
rakish, disorderly sort of people, and rambled from on" 
place to another, till, in the time of Harry the Second, 
they settled in £eut, and were called Lon);- Tails, from 
the loi^ tails which were sent them as a punishment 
for the mnrder of Thomas-^-Becket, as the legends 
say. Theyhavebeenalwaysaonght after by the ladies 
bat whether it be to show their aversion to popery, or 
their lore to miracles, I cannot say. The Wagnta[l:> 
are & merry, thonghtlesB sort of people, who havn 
always been opinionated of their own wit ; they have 
turned themselves mostly to poetry. This is the most 
Qomerons branch of onr family, and the poorest. Tlie 
Qnarterstoffs ace most of them prize-fighters or deer- 
stealeis; there have been so many of them hanged 
lately that there are very few of that branch of our 
family left. The Whitestaffs are all courtiers, sud 
have had very considerable places. There have beon 
1 some of them of that strength and d«i.\ett.Vj 'Cea.V ^i« 
I hnndred ol (he ablest men in the 'kmftA.'Ma. \wi.-^i 'A'^' 
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tugged in vain to pull a staff ont of their hands. 
The Falstaffs are strangely given to drinking: 
there are abundance of them in and about London. 
And one thing is yerj remarkable of this branch, and 
that is, there are just as many women as men in it. 
There was a wicked stick of wood of this name in 
Harry the Fourth's time, one Sir John Faistaff. As 
for Tipstaff, the youngest son, he was an honest fellow ; 
but his sons, and his sons' sons, have all of them been 
the veriest rogues living ; it is this unlucky branch has 
stocked the nation with that swarm of lawyers, 
Attorneys, Serjeants, and bailiffs, with which the nation 
is overrun. Tipstaff, being a seventh son, used to 
cure the king's evil ; but his rascally descendants are 
so far from having that healing quality that, by a 
touch upon the shoulder, they give a man such an ill 
liabit of body that he can never come abroad after- 
wards. This is all I know of the line of Jacobstaff ; 
his younger brother, Isaacstaff, as I told you before, 
had five sons, and was married twice ; his first wife wiys 
A Staff, for they did not stand upon false heraldry in 
those days, by whom he had one son, who, in process 
of time, being a schoolmaster and well read in the Greek, 
called himself Distaff or Twicestaff. He was not very 
rich, so he put his children out to trades, and the 
Distaffs have ever since been employed in the woollen 
and linen manufactures, except myself, who am a 
tfronealogiat Pikest&S, the eldest son by the second 
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venter, was a man of business, a downright plodding 
fellow, and withal so plain, that he became a proTerb. 
Most of this family are at present in the army. 
RaggedstafE was an unlucky boy, and used to tear his 
clothes in getting birds' nests, and was always playing 
with a tame bear his father kept. Mopstaff fell in loye 
with one of his father's maids, and used to help her to 
clean the house. Broomstaff was a chimney-sweeper. 
The Mopstaffs and Broomstaffs are naturally as civil 
people as ever went out of doors; but, alas I if they 
once get into ill hands, they knock down all before 
them. Pilgrimstaff ran away from his friends, and 
went strolling about the country ; and Pipestaff was a 
wine-cooper. These two were the unlawful issue of 
LongstafE. 

"N.B.— The Canes, the Clubs, the Cudgels, the 
Wands, the Devil upon two Sticks, and one Bread, 
that goes by the name of StafE of Life, are none of 
our relations. I am, dear Cousin, 

" Your humble servant, 
**D. Distaff. 

" Fr(m the Heralds' Office, 
** Mai; 1, 1709." 
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n.— PAOOLET. 

From my o\fm Apartment, May 8» 

Much hurry and business have to-day perplexed me 
into a mood too thoughtful for going into company ; 
for which reason, instead of the tavern, I went into 
Lincoln's Inn walks; and having taken a round or 
two, I sat down, according to the allowed familiarity 
of these places, on a bench ; at the other end of which 
sat a venerable gentleman, who, speaking with a very 
affable air, " Mr. Bickerstaff," said he, " I take it for a 
very great piece of good fortune that you have found 
me out." " Sir," said I, ** I had never, that I know of, 
the honour of seeing you before." " That," replied he, 
" is what I have often lamented ; but, I assure you, I 
have for many years done you good offices, without 
being observed by you; or else, when you had any 
little glimpse of my being concerned in an affair, you 
have fled from me, and shunned me like an enemy ; 
but, however, the part I am to act in the world is such 
that I am to go on in doing good, though I meet with 
never so many repulses, even from those I oblige." 
This, thought I, shows a great good nature, but little 
judgment, in the persons upon whom he confers his 
^roniv. He immediately took notice to me that he 
obseinred, by my countenance, I thougkl YAm mdificreet 




in his beneficence, and proceeded to tell me liis 
quality in tlie following manner : " I know tbee, Isa«c, 
tobeeowellTereedinthe oconlt Hciencos that I need not 
much preface, or malce long preparations, to gain yonr 
faith thai there are airy beings who are emploTed in 
the care and attendance of men, as nuraes are to 
infants, till thej come to an age in which they can 
act of themselveB. These beings are nsnallj called 
amongst men guardian augels ; and, Mr. Bickerstatf, 
I am t4> acquaint you that I am to be yonrs for some 
time to come ; it beiug our orders to Tary our stations, 
nnd sometimes to hare one patient nnder onr protection, 
and sometimes another, with a power of assuming what 
sh^ we please,' to ensnare oar wards into their own 
good. I have of late been upon such hard daty, and 
tnow jou hare so much work for me, that I think fit 
to appear to yon face to face, to desire yon will giro ma 
as little occasion for vigilance as yon can." " Bir," 
said I, " it will be a great instmction to me in mf 
behaviour if you please to give me some account of 
yonr late employments, and what hardships or satia> 
factions you have had in them, that I may govern my- 
self accordingly." He answered, " To give you an 
example of the drudgery we go throngh, I will entei^ 
tun you only with my three last stations. I. ««& ti^ 
tkeRmtot April hat pat to moitiiy a. ^sc«>N>^«*K£<ri> 
trilb witaa I waa a week ; from teit l -wbo^ *«> *■ '*™ 
JBon swearer, aa/f ^y^ been \aa^ "W^**^ * «»Wi^ 
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When I first came to my lady, I found my great 
work was to gnard well her eyes and ears ; but her 
flatterers were so numerous, and the house, after 
the modem way, so full of looking-glasses, that I sel- 
dom had her safe but in her sleep. Whenever we 
went abroad, we were surrounded by an army of 
enemies ; when a well-made man appeared, he was sure 
to have a side-glance of observation ; if a disagreeable- 
fellow, he had a full face, out of mere inclination to* 
conquests; but at the close of the evening, on the 
sixth of the last month, my ward was sitting on a 
couch, reading Ovid's epistles ; and as she came to this 
line of Helen to Paris, 

* She half consents who silently denies,* 

entered Philander, who is the most skilful of all men 
in an address to women. He is arrived at the perfection 
of that art which gains them ; which is, * to talk like a 
very miserable man, but look like a very happy one.' I 
saw Dictinna blush at his entrance, which gave me the- 
alarm ; but he immediately said something so agree- 
able on her being at study, and the novelty of finding 
a lady employed in so grave a manner, that he on a 
sudden became very familiarly a man of no conse- 
quence, and in an instant laid all her suspicions of his 
skill asleep, as he had almost done mine, till I ob- 
served him very dangerously turn his discourse upoiv 
^e eleg-anee of her dress, and her judgment in thi^ 






choice of that very prettj mourning. Having had 
women before nndor my care, I trembled at tbe appre- 
hension of a man of sense who coald talk upon trifles, 
and Tesotred to stick to my post with all the oircnm' 
apection imaginable. In short, I prepossessed her 
against all he conld say to the advantage of her dress 
and person ; hat he turned again the disconrae, whi^m 
I found I had no power over her, on the abusing bcr 
friends and acquaintance. He allowed, indeed, tliat 
Flora had a little beauty, and a great deal of wit ; but 
then she was so ungainly in her behavicmr, and sui^li a 
laughing hoyden! Pastorella had with him the allownuce 
of beina: blameless; but what was that towards bi'iiig 
praiseworthy? To be only innocent is not to be vir- 
tuoae ! He afterwards spoke so much against Mrs. 
Dipple's forehead, Mrs, Prim's mouth, Mrs. Deutifrioa's 
leethjand Mrs. Fidget's cheeks that she grew downriglit 
in love with him ; for it is always to bo understood tliat 
alady takcB n'.l yon detract from the rest of her sex to be ' 
a gift to her. In a v/otfH, things went so far that I was ' 
dismissed. The next, as I said, I went to was a common 
Bweaxer. Never was a creature so puzxled as mjsolf 
when I eame first to view his brain; half of it was 
worn ont, and filled up with mere eipletirea that had 
nothing to do with any other parte of the texture; 
therefore, when he called for his ctotbes in a morning, 
he wonld cry, 'John! ' John does not answer. ' W^^ 
8 plsgue! nobody theref "WW^. iW istfi.. wsA ■t^'» 
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me, Joliu, for m lazy dog aa jod are ! ' I knew no wkj 
to core him but bj writing down all he said one 
utomii^ as he was dressing, and lajring it before him 
on the toilet when he came to pick his teeth. The 
lest recital I gars him of what he said for half an hoar 
before was, 'What, the d'vill where is the wash- 
ball P call the oluurmen ! d — n them, I warrant they 
are at the alehonse already ! zonnds ! and oonfonnd 
them ! ' When he came to the glass he takes up my 
note — ' Ha ! this fellow is worse than me ; what, does 
ha swear with pen and ink ? ' But, reading on, he 
fonnd them to be his own words. The strat^em. had 
so good an effect npon him that he grew immediately 
A new man, and is learning to speak without an oath ; 
which makes him extremely short in his phrases ; for, 
as I observed before, a common swearer has a bi^n 
without any idea on the swearing side ; therefore my 
ward has yet mighty little lo say, and is forced tfl snb- 
stitnte some other vehicle ot nonsense to supply the 
defect of his neoal eipletives. When I left him, hs 
made nsa of 'Odsbodikins! Oh me! and Never stir 
•live!' andso forth; which gave me hopes of his re- 
eovery. So I went to the nest I told yon of, the 
gamester. When we first take our place about a man, 
the receptacles of the pericranium sre immediately 
searched. In his I found no one ordinary trace of 
thinking; bat strong passion, Tiotent desires, and a 
''ontinued series of different changes had torn it to 
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pieces. There appeared no middle eondition; the 
triumph of a prince, or the misery of a beggar, were 
his alternate states. I was with him no longer than 
one day, which was yesterday. In the morning at twelve 
we were worth four thousand ponnds ; at three, we were 
arriyed at six thousand; half an hour after, we were 
reduced to one thousand; at four of the clock, we were 
down to two hundred ; at five, to fifty ; at six, to five ; 
»t seven, to one guinea ; the next bet to nothing. This 
morning he borrowed half a crown of the maid who 
-cleans his shoes, and is now gaming in Lincoln's Inn 
Pields among the boys for farthings and oranges, till 
Jie haa made up three pieces, and then he returns to 
White's into the best company in town." 

Thus ended our first discourse ; and it is hoped that 
you will forgive me that I have picked so little out of 
my companion at our first interview. In the next it 
is possible he may tell me more pleasing incidents; 
for though he is a familiar, he is not an evU, spirit. 
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in.— PAOOLET'S STORY. 

Fnm. my own Apartment, May 12. 

I HAVE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want of 
intelligence, to carry my Familiar abroad with me^ 
who has promised to give me very proper and jnst 
notices of persons and things, to make up the his- 
tory of the passing day. He is wonderfully skilful 
in the knowledge of men and manners, which has 
made me more than ordinarily curious to know how 
he came to that perfection, and I communicated to 
him that doubt. " Mr. Pacolet," said I, "I am 
mightily surprised to see you so good a judge of our 
nature and circumstances, since you are a mere 
spirit, and have no knowledge of the bodily part of 
us.'' He answered, smiling, "You are mistaken? 
I have been one of you, and lived a month amongst 
you, which gives me an exact sense of your con- 
dition. You are to know that all who enter into- 
human life have a certain date or stamen given to- 
their being which they only who die of age may be 
said to have arrived at ; but it is ordered sometimes 
by fate, that such as die infants are, after death, to 
attend mankind to the end of that stamen of being 
At themse^vea which was broken off by sickness or 
^ojr other disaster. These are proper gMSiX^^iv^ t^ 
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men, sB being sensible of the infirmity of thrir state. 
Ton wre phUoaopher enough to know that the dif- 
ference of men's nnderstandiiigs proceeds only from 
the TAiions dispositions of their organs; so that he 
who dies at a month old is in the next life as know- 
ing, though more innocent, as they who lire to fifty ; 
and after death they have as perfect a memory and 
judgment of all that passed in their lifetime an 1 
have of all the revolutions in that uneasy, turbuli'ut 
<'{>ndition of yonrs; and you wonld say I had enough 
<if it in a month were I to tell yon aU my misfur- 
iiines." " A life of a mouth cannot have, one would 
lliink, much Tariety. Bnt praj," said I, " let us haire 

Then he proceeds in the following manner : — 
f " It was one of the most wealthy families in 
Oreat Britain into which I was born, and it wan a 
very great happiness to me that it so happened, otluir- 
wise I had still, in all probability, been living; but 
I shall recount to you all the ooeurreuces of luy 
short and miserable existence, just as, by examining 
into the traces made in my brain, they appeared to 
tne at that time. The first thing that ever struck 
my senses was a noise over my head of one shriek- 
ing; after which, methonght, I took a full ■io.va.'^, 
•nd found myself in tte ha<iid» lA ^ witw««*». -»fwi 
seemed as if ahe had been long -vrfctwj "a^ wajj*^" 
'" '^"i^e /aoantation : 1 -wea ftioto\v^>^l ^^*' 
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and cried out; bnt she immediately seemed to go 
on in some magical operation, and anointed me from 
head to foot. What they meant I could not imagine ; 
for there gathered a great crowd about me, crying, 
* An heir I an heir I ' upon which I grew a little 
still, and believed this was a ceremony to be used only 
to great persons, and such as made them, what they 
called Heirs. I lay very quiet ; but the witch, for no 
manner of reason or proTOcation in the world, takes 
me, and binds my head as hard as possibly she could ; 
then ties up both my legs, and makes me swallow down 
a horrid mixture. I thought it a harsh entrance into 
life, to begin with taking physic ; but I was forced to 
it, or else must have taken down a great instrument 
in which she gave it me. When I was thus dressed, 
I was carried to a bedside, where a fine young lady, 
my mother I wot, had like to haye hugged me to 
death. From her they faced me about, and there 
was a thing with quite another look from the rest of 
the room, to whom they talked about my nose. He 
seemed wonderfully pleased to see me; but I knew 
since, my nose belonged to another family. That into 
which I was bom is one of the most numerous 
amongst you; therefore crowds of relations came 
every day to congratulate my arriyal ; among others 
my cousin Betty, the greatest romp in nature; she 
irlijisks me such a height over her head that I cried 
oa/^ for fear of falling. She pinched me>. Mid <i^\!Lftd 
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me squealing chit, and threw me into a girl's arms 
that was taken in to tend me. The girl was very 
proud of the womanly employment of a nurse, and 
took upon her to strip and dress me a-new, because I 
made a noise, to see what ailed me ; she did so, and 
stuck a pin in every joint about me. <I still cried ; 
upon which she lays me on my face in her lap ; and« 
to quiet me, fell a-nailing in all the pins by clapping 
me on the back and screaming a lullaby. But my 
pain made me exalt my voice above hers, which 
brought up the nurse, the witch I first saw, and my 
grandmother. The girl is turned downstairs, and 
I stripped again, as well to find what ailed me as 
to satisfy my grandam's farther curiosity. This 
good old woman's visit was the cause of all my 
troubles. You are to understand that I was hitherto 
bred by hand, and anybody that stood next gave me 
pap, if I did but open my lips ; insomuch that I was 
grown so cunning as to pretend myself asleep when I 
was not, to prevent my being crammed. But my 
grandmother began a loud lecture upon the idleness 
of the wives of this age, who, for fear of their shape, 
forbear suckling their own offspring ; and ten nurses 
were immediately sent for; one was whispered to 
have a wanton eye, and would soon spoil her milk ; 
another was in a consumption •, \3iMi xXivt^ V^^ -ttss. '^^ 
yojoe, and would frighten me msV«»A. ol \dS:>3^% ^«^^^ 
«^-9ep. Such exceptions were msAa «.^«^^^*^ "^^ 
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one coimtBy milch-wench, to whom I was committed, 
and put to the breast. This careless jade was eternally 
romping with the footman and downright starved 
me; insomuch that I daily pined away, and should 
never have been relieved had it not been that, on 
the thirtieth day of my life, a Fellow of the Boyal 
Society, who had writ upon Cold Baths, came to 
visit me, and solemnly protested I was utterly lost for 
want of that method ; upon which he soused me head 
and ears into a pail of wat^r, where I had the good for- 
tune to be drowned | and so escaped being lashed into 
a linguist till sixteen, and being married to an ill- 
natured wife till sixty, which had certainly been my 
fate had not the enchantment between body and soul 
been broken by this philosopher. Thus, till the age 
I should have otherwise lived, I am obliged to watch 
the steps of men ; and, if you please, shall accompany 
you in your present walk, and get you intelligence 
from the aerial lackuey, who is in waiting, what are the 
thoughts and purposes of any whom you inquire for.'* 
I accepted his kind offer, and immediately took him 
with me in a hack to White's. 



Whitens Ckacolate-hotuej May 13. 

We got in hither, and my companion threw a 
powder rotmd as. that made me aa ixmaible as himself; 
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80 that we could see and hear all ethers, ourselves 
unseen and unheard. 

The first thing we took notice of was a nobleman 
of a goodly and frank aspect, with his gonerons 
birth and temper visible in it, playing at cards with 
a creature of a black and horrid countenance, where- 
in were plainly delineated the arts of his mind, 
cozenage, and falsehood. They were marking their 
game with counters, on which we could see inscrip- 
tions, imperceptible to any but us. My Lord had 
scored with pieces of ivory, on which were writ, 
*' Grood Fame, Grlory, Riches, Honour, and Posterity." 
The spectre over-against him had on his counters the 
inscriptions of " Dishonour, Impudence, Poverty » 
Ignorance, and Want of Shame." " Bless me ! '* said 
I ; " sure, my Lord does not see what he plays for ? '* 
" Afl well as I do," says Pacolet. " He despises tliat 
fellow he plays with, and scorns himself for making 
him his companion." At the very instant he was 
speaking, I saw the fellow who played with my Lord 
hide two cards in the roll of his stocking. Pacolet 
immediately stole them from thence ; upon which the 
nobleman soon after won the game. The little 
triumph he appeared in, when he got such a trifling 
stock of ready money, though he had ventured ^^ 
great sums with indifference, mcTe»a;8e^ to^ %^\x^^«>SKss^- 
But Pacolet began to talk to me. "l&.T.\s»»si> *v^^' 
^o jroa looks wonderful, but not at »)CL >u^ ^^ ^^^ 
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beings : that nobleman Has as many good qualities as 
any man of bis order, and seems to bare no faults bnt 
wbat, as I may say, are excrescences from yirtues. 
He is generous to a prodigality, more afiPable tban is 
consistent ^ith bis quality, and courageous to a rash- 
ness. Tet, after all this, the source of bis whole 
conduct is, though be would hate himself if he 
knew it, mere avarice. The ready cash laid before 
the gamester's counters makes him venture, as you 
see, and lay distinction against infamy, abundance 
against want ; in a word, all that is desirable against 
all that is to be avoided. ** However,*' said I, "be sure 
you disappoint the sharpers to-night, and steal from 
them all the cards they hide." Pacolet obeyed me, 
and my Lord went home with their whole bank in 
his pocket. 
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It is remarkable that I was bred bj hand, and ate 
nothing but milk till I was a twelvemonth old ; from 
which time, to the eighth year of my age, I was 
observed to delight in pudding and potatoes; and, 
indeed, I retain a benevolence for that sort of food to 
this day. I do not remember that I ^distinguished 
myself in anything at those years but by my great 
skill at taw, for which I was so barbarously used that 
it has ever since given me an aversion to gaming. In 
my twelfth year, I suffered very much for two or three 
false concords. At fifteen I was sent to the university, 
and stayed there for some time ; but a drum passing 
by, being a lover of music, I listed myself for a soldier. 
As years came on, I began to examine things, and grew 
discontented at the times. This made me quit the 
sword, and take to the study of the occult sciences, in 
which I was so wrapped up that Oliver Cromwell had 
been buried, and taken up again, five years before I 
heard he was dead. This gave me first the reputation of 
a conjurer, which has been of great disadvantage to me 
ever since, and kept me out of all public employments. 
The greater part of my later years has been divided 
between Dick's coffee-house, the Trum^t iioL S^^^sAst. 
Lane, and my own lodgingB. 
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bouse meant than positessed with a teal nnderatandin^ 
wh;^ aobodj was willing to plaj with me, I remember 
I went into tiie room where his bodf lay, and my 
mother sat weeping alone by it. I had my battledore 
ia my hand, and fell a-beating the coffin, and calling 
Papa ; for, I know not how, I had BOme slight idea 
that he was locted np there. My mother catched me 
in her arms, and, transported beyond all patience of 
the silent grief she was before in, she almost smothered 
me in her embrace ; and told me in a flood of t«ars, 
" Papa conld not hear me, and would play with me no 
more, for they were going to pat him under ground, 
whence he could never oome to ud again." She was a 
very beautiful woman, of a noble spirit, and there was 
a dignity in her grief amidst all the wildneee of her 
transport which, methought, atmck me with an 
instinct of sorrow, which, before I was aensibie of what 
it was to grieve, seized my very soul, and has made 
pity the weakness of my heart ever since. The mind 
lit infancy is, methinks, like the body in embryo ; and 
receives impressions so forcible that they are as hard 
to be removed by reason as any mark with which a 
child is bom is to be taken away by any future 
application. Hence it is that good-nature in me is 
no morit ; but having been bo frequently overwhelmed 
with her tears before I knew the oanse of any 
affliction, or could '-aw defences from my own judg- 
ment, I imhibod >. mmiseration, 
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nnmaiilj gentleness of mind, which has since ensnared 
me into ten thonsand calamities ; and from whence I 
can reap no adyantage, except it be that, in snch a 
hnmonr as I am now in, I can the better indulge 
myself in the softness of humanity, and enjoy 
that sweet anxiety which arises from the memory of 
past afflictions. 

We, that are very old, are better able to remember 
things which befel us in our distant youth than the 
passages of later days. For this reason it is that the 
companions of my strong and vigorous years present 
themselyes more immediately to me in this office of 
sorrow. Untimely or unhappy deaths are what we 
are most apt to lament : so little are we able to make 
it indifferent when a thing happens, though we 
know it must happen. Thus we g^an under life, 
and bewail those who are relieved from it. Every 
object that returns to our imagination raises different 
passions, according to the circumstance of their 
departure. Who can have lived in an army, and 
in a serious hour reflect upon the many gay and 
agreeable men that might long have flourished in the 
arts of peace, and not join with the imprecations of 
the fatherless and widow on the tyrant to whose 
ambition they fell sacrifices P But gallant men, who 
are cut off by the sword, move rather our veneration 
than our pity ; and we gather relief enough from. i\\feYt 
own contempt of death, to make it ao eVii,^^j^<^^^^ 
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Approached wilb ao mncli cheerfutneas, and attended 
with so much hoDonr. Bnt when we turn our thon^hts 
from t)ie great parts of life on soch oocasions, sad 
iiiat«ad of lamenting Ihoae who stood readj to give 
death to those from whom thej had the fortnno to 
receiTe it ; I say. when we let oar thoughts wander 
from such noble objeels, and consider the havoc which 
is made among the tender and the innocent, pity enteni 
with an nnmixed softuess, and possesses all our sools 

Here, were there words to express Buoh aentimenta 
with proper tenderness, I Aonid record the beantj. 
iimocence, and untimely death of the first object my 
ejM ever beheld with love. The beauteous rirgin | 
bow ignorantly did she charm, how carelessly excel ! 
Oh, Death ! thou haat right to the bold to the am- 
bitions, to the high, and to the haughty ; but why this 
crnelty to the humble, to the meek, to the undiscemittg. 
to the thonghtlessF N'er age, nor bnaineas, nor dis- 
trees can eraae the dear image from my imagination. 
In the same week, I saw her dressed for a ball, and in 
a shroud. How ill did the habit of death become the 

pretty trifler ! I atill behold the amiling earth A 

large train of disasters were coming on to my memory, 
when my eerrant knocked at my closet-door, and 
interrupted me wilh a letter, attended with a hamper 
of wine, of the same sort with that which is to be put 
to ssJe on Thntsday next at Garraway's coffee-house. 
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Upon the receipt of it I sent for three of my friends. 
We are so intimate that we can be company in what, 
ever state of mind we meet, and can entertain each 
other without expecting always to rejoice. The wine 
we found to be generous and warming, but with 
such a heat as moved us rather to be cheerful 
than frolicsome. It revived the spirits, without firing 
the blood. We commended it till two of the clock this 
morning ; and having to-day met a little before dinner, 
we found that, though we drank two bottles a man, we 
had much more reason to recollect than forget what 
had passed the night before. 
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I ut called off from public dissertations bj a domestic 
aifair of t^at importanoe, which is no leas than the 
disposal of my siflter Jenny for life. The girl is a girl 
of great merit and pleasing conversation : bnt I bein^ 
bom of mj father's first wife, and she of liis third, she 
ooQverees with me rather like a daughter than a sister. 
I have indeed teld her that if she kept her honour, and 
behared herself in such a manner aa became the 
Biekerstaffs, I would get her an agreeable man for her 
husband; which was a promise I made her after 
reading a passage in Pliny's " Epistles." That polite 
author had been employed to find ont a consort for his 
friend's daughter, and gives the following character of 
the man he had pitched npon. " Aciliano plorimnm 
Tigoris et indnstri» qoanqoam in maxims vereonndia; 
est iUi fades liberalis, mnlto saugnine. mnlto mbore, 
enffnsa : est ingenna totius corporis polohritudo et 
qoidam sonatorius decor, qnte ego nequaquam acbitror 
negligenda : debet enim hoc castitati pnellarum qnasi 
premium dari." " Acilianns,'' for that was the gentle- 
man's name, "is a man of extraordinary vigour and 
indnst^y, accompanied with the greatest modesty : he 
has very much of the gentleman, with a lively colonr, 
and flush of health in his aspect. His whole person is 
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findf turned, &nd speaks Iiim • nun at qmtlitf ; which 
an qualifications that, I think, tmght hj no means to 
be orerlooked, and- ahonld be bmton ed on a danghl«r 
ta the reward of her ohutit;." 

A woman that will giro herself liberties need not 
pot her parents to so mooh trouble j for if she does not 
possess these ornaments in a husband she can snppljr 
herself elsewhere. But this is not the case of mj 
sister Jeuuy, who, I maj say withoat ranitj, is as un- 
spotted a spinster as any in Great Britain. I.shall 
take this occasion to recommend the conduct of our 
own famil J in this particular. 

We have, in the genealo^ of our honse, the de- - 
8«riptions and pictures of oar ancestors from the time 
of Eong Arthur, in whose days there was one of my 
own name, a knight of his ronnd table, and known b^ 
the name of Sir Isaac BiokerstafL He was low of 
stature, and of a very swarthy complexion, not unlike 
a Portngnese Jew. But he was more pmdent tbaa 
men of that height usually are, and would often 
eommuuicate to bis frienda his design of leng^euing 
and whitening his posterity. His eldest son Balph, for 
that was bis name, was for this reason married to a lady 
who bad little else to recommend ber but that she was 
TerytaU and^ery fair. The issue of this match, with 
tJie help of high shoes, made a tolerable figure in the 
neil age, though the complexion of the family waa 
obeenre tiU the fourth geneiation itoia fti^^ -masrcift.^- 
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From which time, till the reign of "William the Con- 
queror, the females of our house were famous for their 
needlework and fine skins. In the male line there 
happened an unlucky accident in the reign of Richard 
III., the eldest son of Philip, then chief of the family, 
being bom with a hump-back and very high nose. 
This was the more astonishing, because none of his fore- 
fathers ever had such a blemish, nor indeed was there 
uny in the neighbourhood of that make, except the 
butl^L^ho was noted for round shoulders and a Homan 
:iiose; what made the nose the less excusable was 
the remarkable smallness of his eyes. 

These several defects were mended by succeeding 
matches : the eyds were open in the next generation, 
and the hump fell in a century and a half, but the 
^eatest difficulty was how to reduce the nose, whicli 
1 do not find was accomplished till about the middle of 
the reign of Henry YII., or rather the beginning of 
that of Henry YHI. 

But while our ancestors were thus taken up in 
eultiyating the eyes and nose, the face of the Bicker- 
staffs fell down insensibly into chin, which was not 
taken notice of, their thoughts being so much em- 
ployed upon the more noble features, till it became 
almost too long to be remedied. 

But length of time, and successive care in our 

Mllmnces, have cured this also, and reduced our fact^A 

into that tolerable oval which we eu^oy at present. I 
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wonld not be tedious in this discourse, but cannot but 
observe that our race suffered very much about three 
hundred years ago, by the marriage of one of our 
heiresses with an eminent courtier, who gave us 
spindle-shanks and cramps in our bones ; insomuch, 
that we did not recover our health and legs till Sir 
Walter Bickerstaff married Maud the milkmaid, of 
whom the then Garter King- at- Arms, a facetious 
person, said pleasantly enough, " that she had spoiled 
our blood, but mended our constitutions." ^^ 

After this account of the effect our prudent choice of 
matches has had upon our persons and f eaj^nes, I can- 
not but observe that there are daily inst^ces of as 
great changes made by marriage upon men's minds and 
humours. One might wear any passion out of a family 
by culture, as skilful gardeners blot a colour out of a 
tulip that hurts its beauty. One might produce an 
affable temper out of a shrew, by grafting the mild 
upon the choleric; or raise a jack-pudding from a 
prude, by inoculating mirth and melancholy. It is for 
want of care in the disposing of our children, with 
regard to our bodies and minds, that we go into a 
house and see such different complexions and humours 
in the same race and family. But to me it is as plain 
as a pikestaff, from what mixture it is that tlLv& 
daughter silently lours, the otlier ateyft^a «bVYaSL\Qs3*-"«5t 
you, a third is exactly well \>ft\\a.N^, %» ^<2P03?2iv ^ 
:fplenetic, md a &fth a coquette. 
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In this disposal of my sister, I have chosen with an 
eye to her being a wit, and provided that the bride- 
groom be a man of a sound and excellent judgment, 
who will seldom mind what s}ie says when she begins 
to harangue, for Jenny's only imperfection is an 
admiration of her parts, which inclines her to be a 
little, but very little, sluttish ; and you are ever to re- 
mark that we are apt to cultivate most, and bring into 
observation what we think most excellent in ourselves, 
or mo^ capable of improvement. Thus, my sister, 
instlad of consulting her glass and her toilet for an 
hour and a half after her private devotion, sits with 
her nose full of snuf^ and a man's nightcap on her 
head, reading plays and romances. Her wit she thinks 
her distinction, therefore knows nothing of the skill of 
dress, or making her person agreeable. It would make 
you laugh to see me often, with my spectacles on, 
lacing her stays, for she is so very a wit, that she 
understands no ordinary thing in the world. 

For this reason I have disposed of her to a man of 
business, who will soon let her see that to be well 
' dressed, in good humour, and cheerful in the command 
of her family, are the arts and sciences of female life. 
I could have bestowed her upon a fine gentleman, who 
extremely admired her wit, and would have given her 
a coach and six, but I found it absolutely necessary to 
cross the strain ; for had they met, they had entirely 
been rivals in discourse, aud in continual contention 





MABBIAOB OF SISTEB JENKT. 39 

for the superiority of understanding, and bronght forth 
critics, pedants, or pretty good poets. As it is, I ex- 
pect an offspring fit for the habitation of the city, 
town or conntry; creatures that are docile and tractable 
in whateyer we put them to. 

To conyince men of the necessity of taking this 
method, let any one eyen below the skill of an 
astrologer, behold the turn of faces he meets as soon as 
he passes Cheapside Conduit, and you see a deep 
attention and a certain unthinking sharpness in^^ery 
countenance. They look attentiye, but their thoughts 
are engaged on mean purposes. To me it is yery 
apparent, when I see a citizen pass by, whether his 
head is upon woollen, silks; iron, sugar, indigo, or 
stocks. Now this trace of thought appears or lies hid 
in the race for two or three generations. 

I know at this time a person of a yast estate, who is 
the immediate descendant of a fine gentleman, but the 
great grandson of a broker, in whom his ancestor is 
now reyiyed. He is a yery honest gentleman in his 
principles, but cannot for his blood talk fairly ; he is 
heartily sorry for it; but he cheats by constitution, 
and oyer-reaches by instinct. 

The happiness of the man who marries my sister 
^rill be, that he has no f ault>s to correct in her but her 
own, a little bias of fancy, or particularity of manners 
which grew in herself, and can lae «kTaR?ai^fc\\s^ \«st. 
l?Tom snob an untainted couple "we casi\io'^ \»V«^^ ^"^st^ 
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family rise to its ancient splendour of face, air, 
conntenance, manner, and shape, without discovering 
the product of ten nations in one house. Obadiah 
Greenhat says, " he never comes into any company in 
England, but he distinguishes the different nations of 
which we are composed." There is scarce such a living 
creature as a true Briton. We sit down^ indeed, all 
friends, acquaintance, and neighbours ; but after two 
bottles you see a Dane start up and swear, '' the king- 
dom is his own." A Saxon drinks up the whole quart, 
and swears he will dispute that with him. A Norman 
tells them both, he will assert his liberty; and a 
Welshman cries, •* They are all foreigners and intruders 
of yesterday," and beats them out of the room. Such 
accidents happen frequently among neighbours' 
children, and cousin-germans. For which reason I say 
study your race, or the soil of your family will dwindle 
into cits or 'squires, or run up into wits or madmen. 
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YI.— PROFESSIONAL : A CASE OF SPLEEN. 

Whitens Chocolate Bouxe, October 12. 

It will be allowed me that I have all along showed 
great respect in matters which concern the fair sex; 
but the inhumanity with which the author of the 
following letter has been used is not to be suffered : — 
" Sib, 
" Yesterday I had the misfortune to drop in at my 
Lady Haughty's upon her visiting-day. When I 
entered the room where she receives company, they all 
stood up indeed; but they stood as if they were to 
stare at, rather than to receive me. After a long . 
pause, a servant brought a round stool, on which I sat 
down at the lower end of the room, in the presence of 
no less than twelve persons, gentlemen and ladies, 
lolling in elbow-chairs. And, to complete my disgrace, 
my mistress was of the society. I tried to compose 
myself in vain, not knowing how to dispose of either 
my legs or arms, nor how to shape my countenance, the 
eyes of the whole room being still upon me in a pro- 
found silenco. My confusion at last was so great, that, 
without speaking, or being spoken to, I fled for it, and 
left the assembly to treat me at tkevt ^vftct^WaxL. K 
lecture from ^<m upon these iuhTmiau ^i^Vbs^ao^^ '\si.^ 
/we nation will, I doubt not, pTBTewV. V)cv«> "^^^ '^^^'^ 
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for the f uinre, and make it, as we say, as cheap sitting- 
as standing. 

" I am, with the greatest respect. Sir, 

" Tonr most hnmble, and 
" Most obedient servant, 

" J. B. 

« Oct 9. 

"F^. — 1 had almost forgot to inform you that a 
fair yonng lady sat in an armless chair npon my right 
hand, with manifest discontent in her looks." 

Soon after the receipt of this epistle, I heard a very 
gentle knock at my door. My maid went down and 
bronght up word " that a tall, lean, black man, well 
dressed, who said he had not the honour to be ac- 
quainted with me, desired to be admitted." I bid her 
show him up, met him at my chamber-door, and then 
fell back a few paces. He approached me with great 
respect, and told me, with a low voice, *' he was the 
gentleman that had been seated upon the round stool.'* 
I immediately recollected that there was a joint-stool 
in my chamber, which I was afraid he might take for 
an instrument of distinction, and therefore winked at 
my boy to carry it into my closet. I then took him by 
the hand, and led him to the upper end of my room, 
where I placed him in my great elbow-chair, at the 
samo time drawing another without arms to it for 
znjself to ait by him. I then asked him, ** at what time 
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this misf ortime befell him ? '* He answered, " Between 

• 

the hofiirs of seven and eight in the evening/* I far- 
ther demanded of him what he had ate or drank that 
day t He replied, " Nothing but a dish of water-gruel 
with a few plums in it." In the next place, I felt his 
pulse, which was very low and languishing. Thes& 
circumstances confirmed me in an opinion, which I had 
entertained upon the first reading of his letter, that 
ibe gentleman was far gone in the spleen. I therefore 
advised him to rise the next morning, and plunge into 
the cold bath, there to remain under water till he wa& 
almost drowned. This I ordered him to repeat six 
days successively; and on the seventh to repair at 
the wonted hour to my Lady Haughty*s, and to ac- 
quaint me afterwards with what he shall meet with 
there :- and particularly to tell me, whether he shall 
think they stared upon him so much as the time before. 
The gentleman smiled ; and, by his way of talking to 
me, showed himself a man of excellent sense in all par- 
ticulars, unless when a cane-chair, a round or a joint- 
stool, were spoken of. He opened his heart to me at 
the same time concerning several other grievances^ 
such as being overlooked in public assemblies, having 
his bows unanswered, being helped last at table, and 
placed at the back part of a coach, with many other 
distresses, which have withered his countenance^ qjcl^L 
worn him to a skeleton. "FiniQoLTi^ V\xa ^ tss»». ^^21. 
reason, I entered into the \)ottom oi \s^ ^^^\a^Kfi=^^ 
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•* Sir," said I, " there are more of your constitution in 
this island of Great Britain than in any other part of 
the world: and I beg the favour of you to tell me 
whether you do not observe that you meet with most 
affronts in rainy days?" He answered candidly, 
**that he had long observed, that people were less 
saucy in sunshine than iiv cloudy weather." Upon 
which I told him plainly, "his distemper was the 
spleen ; and that though the world was very ill-natured, 
it was not so bad as he believed it." I further assured 
liim, " that his use of the cold bath, with a course of 
steel which I should prescribe him, would certainly 
cure most of his acquaintance of their rudeness, ill- 
l)ehaviour, and impertinence." My patient smiled and 
promised to observe my prescriptions, not forgettinf^^ 
to give me an account of their operation. 




TH.— THE DREAM OF FAME. 

From my men Apartment, Oduber 14. 
Thskb are two kinds of immorfalitj, that whioli thn 
sonl really enjoys after tliis life, and tiiot imaginary 
existence by which men livo in ttieir fame and repu- 
tation. The beat and greatest, ftefions have procwdiil 
from the prospect of the one or the other of tlicse ; but 
my AeaitfD is to treat only of those wlio have diiefly 
proposed to themselves the latter as the principal 
reward of their labours. It was for this reason that I 
eicliided from my Tables of Fame all the gri'nt 
founders and votaries of religion; and it is for (iii8 
reason also that I am more than ordinarily anxions to iln 
JDstice to the persons of whom I am now going to 
speak, for, since fame waa the only end of all tlioir 
enterprises andstndics, anian cannot be too scmpalous 
in allotting them their due proportion of it. It was 
this consideration which made me call the whole body 
of the learned to my assistance ; to many of whom I 
must own my oblig-ations for the cafali^uee of illns- 
triooa persons which they have sent mo in upon this 
oecasiou. I yesterday employed the whole aflemoou 
in comparing them with each ott\«T, ■Ti^Jwiv \q»&ri ■**> 
atrong an impntaaion upon my \ma(!^Ti«.V\ott, <!q^ 'i!^^~' 
broif mj ^loop for the drst part oi Voe i.a\\Q-«™%'^^^ 
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and at length threw me into B very agreeable viaion, 
which I shall b^ leave to describe in &11 its particulars. 
I dreamed that I was couveyed into a wide and 
bonudlesB plain, that was covered with prodigionx 
multitudes of people, wbich uo man could nuiober. In 
tlie midst of it there stood a mountain, with its head 
above the clouds. The sides were eitremely steep, 
and of such a partieular structure, that no creature 
which was not made in a human figure could possiblj 
ascend it. On a sudden there wns heard from the top 
of it a sound like that of a trumpet, but so exceeding 
sweet and harmonious, that it filled the hearts of tlios* 
who heard it with raptures, and gave such high and 
delightful sensations, as seemed to animate and rais* 
human nature above itself. This made me very mnch 
amazed to find so verj few in that innnnierable multi- 
tude who had ears fine enough to bear or relish thia 
musio with pleasure; but my wonder abated when, 
upon looking round me, I saw most of them attentira 
to three Syrens, clothed like goddesses, and distin- 
guished by the names of Sloth, Ignorance, and 
Fleaenre. They were seated on three rocks, amidst a 
beautiful variety of groves, meadows, and tivuleta 
that lay on the borders of the mountain. While thia 
base and grovelling multitude of different nations, 
ranks, and ages were listening to these delusive deities, 
those of a more erect aspect and exalted spirit 
eepsrat^ themselves from the rest^ and marehed im 
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gi-eat bodies towards the mountain from whence they 
heard the sound, which still grew sweeter the more 
they listened to it. 

On a sudden meth9ught this select band sprang 
forward, with a resolution to climb the ascent, and 
foDow the call of that heavenly music. Every one 
took something with him that he thought might be 
of assistance to him in his march. Several had their 
swords drawn, some carried rolls of paper in their 
hands, some had compasses, others quadrants, others 
telescopes, and others pencils. Some had laurels on 
their heads, and others buskins on their legs ; in short, 
there was scarce any instrument of a mechanic art, or 
liberal science, which was not made of use on this 
occasion. My good demon, who stood at my right 
hand during this course of the whole vision, observing 
in me a burning desire to join that glorious company, 
told me, "he highly approved that generous ardour 
with which I seemed transported; but at the same 
time advised me to cover my face with a mask all the 
while I was to labour on the ascent." I took his 
counsel, without inquiring into his reasons. The 
whole body now broke into different parties, and began 
to dimb the precipice by ten thousand different paths. 
Several got into little aUeys, which did not reach far 
up the hill before they ended, and led no further ; and 
I observed that most of the attii»ios,^\sM3ft. ^^-^sv^sst^- 
ably diminisbed our nuniber, ieTL \ii\o ^iJwsafe ^^Qw^* 
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We left another considerable body > of adventnrers 
behind us who thought they had discovered byways np 
the hill, which proved so very intricate and perplexed, 
that after having advanced in them a little they wese 
quite lost among the several turns and windings ; and 
though they were as active as any in their motions, 
they made but little progress in the ascent. These, as 
my guide informed me, were men of subtle tempers, 
and puzzled politics, who would supply ~t£e place of 
real wisdom with cunning and artifice. Among those 
who were far advanced in their way there were some 
that by one false step fell backward, and lost more 
ground in a moment than they had gained for many 
hours, or could be evefr able to recover. "We were 
now advanced very high, and observed that all the 
different paths which ran about the sides of the 
mountain began to meet in two great roads, which 
insensibly gathered the whole multitude of travellers 
into two great bodies. At a litfcle distance from the 
entrance of each road there stood a hideous phantom, 
that opposed our further passage. One of these appari> 
tions had his right hand filled with darts, which he 
brandished in the face of all who came up that way. 
Crowds ran back at the appearance of it, and cried out, 
" Death ! " The spectre that guarded the other road was 
Envy. She was not armed with weapons of destructioUv 
like the former, but by dreadful hissings, noises of 
reproaeb, and a iorrid distracted laughter, she appeared 
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more fri^htfnl than Death iteeit, insomuch that abnad- 
anee of our eompany were disoooraged from paasiag' 
soy further, and some appeared ashamed of harinfr 
dome BO far. As for myself, I must confess my heart 
shrank within me at the si^^ht of these ffhiiHtly appear- 
ances ; but, ou a sudden, the voice of the trumpet camo 
more foil upon as, so that we felt a mtw resolution 
reviting in us, and in proportion as this resolution 
grew the terrors before us seemed to vanish. Most of 
the company, who had swords in their hands, marched 
on with great spirit, and an air of detiiince, up the road 
that was commanded by Death ; while others, who had 
thoQght and contemplation in their loolvs, went forward 
in a more composed manner up the road possessed by 
BuTy. The wa; above those apparitions grew smooth 
and uniform, and was so delightful, that the travellers 
went on with pleasure, and in a little time nrrived 
at the top of the mountain. They here began to 
lireathe a delicions kind of etlier, and saw all the fields 
about them covered with a kind of purple light, that 
made them reflect with satisfaction on their past toils, 
and diffused a secret joy through the whole assembly, 
which showed itself in every look and feature. In tl.o 
midat of these happy fields there stood a palace of a 
very glorious structure. It had four great folding- 
doors that faced the four several quarters of the world. 
On the top of it was enthroned the goddess of the 
monntain, who smiled npon ^et voWvea, wAacM.'o-^'^ 
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the silver trumpet which had called them np, and 
cheered tbera in their paseage to her paUoa. They had 
now formed themsBlyes into several divimons, a band 
of historians taking their stations at each door, aocord- 
ing to the persoDB whom thej were to introdnce. 

On a sudden the trumpet, which had hitherto 
sounded onlj a march, or a point of war, now sweUed 
all its notes into triumph and exaltation. The whole 
fabric shook, and the doors flew open. The first who 
stepped forward was a heantiful and blooming hero, 
and, as I heard b; the murmnrs round me, Alexander 
the Great. Ee was conducted bj s crowd of historians. 
The person who immf diately walked before him was 
remarkable for an embraidored garment, who, not being 
well acquainted with the place, was condnoting him to 
an apartment appoint«d for the reception of fabulous 
heroes. The name of this false gnide was Quintns 
CurtiuB. But Arrian and Plutarch, who knew better 
the aTenuesof this palace, condncled him into the great 
hall, and placed him at the upper end of the first table. 
Mj good demon, that I might see the whole ceremonj, 
conveyed me to a corner of this room, where I might 
perceive all that passed without being seen myself. 
The next who entered was a charming virgin, leading 
in a venerable old man that was blind. Under her left 
arm she bore a harp, and on her head a garland. 
Alexander, who was veiy well acqu^nted with Homer, 
stood np at his entriKice, and placed him on hia right 
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iiaoA. The Tirgin, who it seems was one of the Nine 
Stetere that att«nded on the Qoddesa of Fame, smiled 
with AH ineffable grace at their meeting, and retired. 

irnliits Ciesar was now coming forward ; and thongh 
most of Hie historiaus offered their service to introduce 
him, he left them at the door, and would have no oon- 
dnetor but himBelf . 

The next who advanced was a man of a homely but 
cbeerfnl aspect, and attended by peraons of greater 
figure than any that appeared on this occasion. Plato 
was on his right hand, and Xenophon on his left. He 
bowed to Homer, and sat down b; him. It was 
expected that Plate would himself have taken a place 
next to his master Socrates ; but on a sudden there ivas 
heard a great clamotir of disputants at the door, who 
appeared with Axistotle at the head of them. That 
philosopher, with some mdenesa, but great strength of 
reason, convinced the whole table that a title to the 
fifth place was his due, and took it accordingly. 

He had scarce sat down, when the same beautifnl 
virgin that had introduced Homer brought in another, 
who hnng back at the entrance, and would have excused 
luBiself, had not his modesty been OTcroome by the 
invitation of all who sat at the table. His gnida and 
behaviour made me easily conclude it was Yii^. 
Cicero next appeared, and took his place. He had 
inquired at the door for Lucceius to introduce him, 
but not findingr him there, he contented Vuc»StL V^3b. 
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the Bttendatice of many other writera, wbo oU, except 
SsUoBt, appeared highly pleased with the office. 

We waited some time in expectation of the next 
worthj. who came in with a great retinue of hiatorians. 
whoae names I conld not leam, most of them being' 
nativea of Garth^e. The person thns conducted, wli') 
WBB Hannibal, aeemed much disturbed, and could not 
forbear complaining to die board of the affronta he 
had met with among the Roman historians, " who 
attempted," says be, "to carry me intc tlia aubter- 
raueous apartment, and perhaps would have done it, 
had it not been for the impartiality of this geutloman." 
pointing in Polybius, " who was the onlyperson, eicept 
my own countrymen, that waa willing to conduct mv 

The Carthnginian took hia seat, and Pompey entered, 
with great dignity in his own person, and preceded by 
sevenil historians. Luciu the poet was at the head of 
them, who, observing Homer and Yir^ at the table, 
was going to sit down himself, had not the latter 
whispered him that whatever pretence he might other- 
wise hare had, he forfeited his claim to it by coming 
in as one of the historians, Lucan was ao exasperated 
with the repulse, that be muttered something to him- 
self, and waa beard to say that since he could not have 
a neat among them himself, he wonld bring in one who 
alone had more merit than their whole assembly ; upon 
jrhieb he ttent to the door and brought in Cato of Utica- 
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That great man approached the company witlk each an 
HJr that showed he contemned the honour which he laid 
■ claim to. Observinf; the seat opposite to CnsaT was 
vacant, he toot possession of it, and epoke two or three 
smart sentences npon the nature of precedencj. which, 
according to him, con3ist«d not in place, bnt in intrinsio 
merit : to which he added, " that the most virtuous 
man, wherever he was seated, was always at fie upper 
end of the table. Socrates, who had a great spirit of 
raillery with his wisdom, could not forbear smiling at 
a virtue which took so little pains to make itself 
^reeable. Cicero took the occasion to make a lonp 
discourse in praise of Cato, which ho uttored with 
mnoh vehemence. Gtesar answered him with a great 
deal of seeming temper, bat, as I stood at a great 
distance from them, I was not able to hoar one word of 
wiiat they said, Bnt I could not forbear taking notice 
that in all the discourse which passed at the table a 
word or nod from Homer decided the controversy. 

After a ehort pause Angnstns appeared, looking 
ronnd him, with a serene and affable countenance, apon 
all tlie writ«rs of his age, who strove among themselves 
which of tJiem should show him the greatest marks of 
gratitude and respect, Tirgil rose Ifom the table to 
meet him ; and though he was an acc^table guest to 
all, he appeared more such to the learned than the 
military worthies. 

The nert man astonished the ■w\m)\« VtKte -wV'Cti\o» 
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appearance. He was slow, Bolemn, and silent in hia- 
behaviour, and wore a rsiment cnriooaly wrought yiUb 
hieroglj-pbicB. Ab be came into the middle of the- 
room, he threw back tbe skirt of it, and discovered a 
golden thigh. Socrates, at the eight of it, declared 
against keeping company with any who were not made- 
of flesh and blood, and, therefore, desired Diogenes the 
Laertian fo lead him to the apartment allotted ^or 
fabnlouB heroes and worthies of dnbions existence. At 
hie going oat he told them, " that they did not know 
whom they dismiRsed; that he was now Pj-tliagora8,the 
first of philosophers, and tliat formerly he liad been a 
Tery brave man at the Siege of Troy." " That may be 
true," said Soerales, *' bwt yon forget that you have 
likewise been a very great harlot in yonr time." This 
exclusion made way fur Archimedes, who came forward 
with a scheme of mathematical flgnres in his hand,, 
among which I observed a cone and a cylinder. 

Seeing this fable full, 1 desired my guide, for variety, 
to lead me to the fabulons apartment, the roof of which 
was painted with Gorgons, Chimeras, and Centanra, 
witb many other emblematical fignres, which I wanted 
both time and skill to nnriddle. The first table was 
almost fall. At the upper end sat Eerculos, leaning" 
an arm upon his club; on his right hand were 'Achilles- 
and TJlysseB, and between them .tineas ; on his left 
were Hector, Thesens, imd Jason ; the lower end had 
OrpbeuB. jEeop, Phalaria, Kod Unsffiua. The nshers 




1 &t a loae for ft twelfth man, when, metbouglii, 
to my great joy and eorprtae, I heard feme at tiie lower 
end of the tahle mention Isaac Bickerstaff ; but those 
of the upper end received it wil^ disdain, and said. " if 
they must have a British worthy, they woold hare 
Robin Hood." 

While I wae transported with the honour that was 
done me, and bnming with envy gainst my competitor, 
I was awakened by the noise of the cannon which were 
then fired for the taking of Mona. I sJiould have been 
vary mneh-tronblod at being thrown ont of bo pleasing 
a vision on any other occasion j but thought it a& 
agreeable change, to have my thoughts diverted from 
the greatest among the dead and fabulone heroes to 
the moet famous among the real and the living. 
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VIII.— LOVE AND SORROW. 

Frfyok my own Apartment, October 17. 

After the mind lias been employed on contemplations 
suitable to its greatness, it is unnatural to run into 
sudden mirth or levity ; but we must let the soul sub- 
side, as it rose, by proper degrees. My late considera- 
tions of the ancient heroes impressed a certain gravity 
upon my mind, which is much above the little gratifi- 
cation received from starts of humour and fancy, and 
threw me into a pleasing sadness. In this state of 
thought I have been looking at the fire, and in a 
pensive manner reflecting upon the great misfortunes 
and calamities incident to human life, among which 
there are none that touch so sensibly as those which 
befall persons who eminently love, and meet with fatal 
interruptions of their happiness when they least expect 
it. The piety of children to parents, and the affection 
of parents to their children, are the effects of instinct ; 
but the affection between lovers and friends is founded 
on reason and choice, which has always made me think 
the sorrows of the latter much more to be pitied than 
those of the former. The contemplation of distresses 
of this sort sof t<ens the mind of man, and makes the 
heart better. It extinguishes the seeds of envy and ill- 
vFzl/ towards mankind, corrects the pride of prosperity, 




and beats down all that fiercenees and insolence which 
we qit to get into tlie minds of the daring and fortn- 

For this reason the wise Athenians, in tlieir theatri- 
cal performances, laid before the ejes of the people 
the greatest afflictions which could befall human life, 
and insensibly polished their 'tempers by snch represen- 
tations. Among the modems, indeed, there has arisen 
a chimerical method of disposing the fortune of the 
persons reprMonted, according to what thoy call poeti- 
cal justice; and letting none he nnhapp; hut thosn 
who deserve it. In sncb cases, an intelligent spectator, 
if he is concerned, Imows he ought not to be so, and 
cui leam nothing from such a tenderness, but that )t<' 
is a weak creature, whose passions cannot follow the 
dictates of hie nnderstanding. It is Ter; natural. 
when one is got into such a way of thinking, to recol- 
lect tbexe examples of sorrow which have made the 
strongest impressioD npon onr imaginations. An 
instuice or two of such you will give me leave to cora- 
mimicate. 

A young gentleman and lady of ancient and honour- 
able houses in Cornwall had from their childhood 
entertained for each other a generous and noble 
passion, which had been long opposed by their friends, 
by reason of the inequality of their fortnues ; but their 
constancy to each other, and obedience to those on. 
whom they depended, wrowgUt bo ma^ tt^sD. 'Obb« 
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relations, that these celebrated lorers were at length 
joine'd in marriage. Soon after their nuptials the 
bridegroom was obliged to go into a foreign oonntry, 
to take care of a considerable fortune, which was left 
him bj a relation, and came verj opportunely to im- 
prove th^ir moderate circumstances. They received 
. the congratulations of all the country on this occasion ; 
and I remember it was a common sentence in every- 
vOne's mouth, ** Ton see how faithful love is rewarded.** 

He took this agreeable voyage, and sent home every 
post fresh accounts of his success in his affairs abroad; 
but at last, though he designed to return with the next 
ship, he lamented in his letters that " business would 
detain him some time longer from home,^' because he 
would give himself the pleasure of an unexpected 
arrival. 

The young lady, after the heat of the day, walked 
every evening on the sea-shore, near which she lived, 
with a familiar friend, her husband's kinswoman, and' 
diverted herself with what objects they met there, 
or upon discourses of the future methods of life, in the 
happy change of their circumstances. They stood one 
evening on the shore together in a perfect tranquillity, 
observing the setting of the sxm, the calm face of the 
deep, and the silent heaving of the waves, which 
gently rolled towards then:!, and broke at their feet, 
when at a distance he^ kinswoman saw something float 
«o the waters, whioh she fancied was a. cV.e>9k\,, wid mtli 
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nile told her, " she saw it first, and if it came ashore 
. of jewels she had a right to it." They both fixed 
ir eyes upon it, and entertained themselves with the 
ject of the wreck, the cousin still asserting her 
kt, but promising, '* if it was a prize, to give her a 
yrich coral for the child which she was thenexpect- 
, provided she might be godmother." Their mirth 
D abated when they observed upon the nearer 
»roach that, it was a human body. The young lady, 
D had a heart naturally filled with pity and com- 
sion, made many melancholy reflections on the 
asion. *^Who knows," said she, "but this man 
y be the only hope and heir of a wealtliy house; 

darling of indulgent parents, who are now in im- 
tinent mirth, and pleasing themselves with the 
nghts of offering him a bride they had got ready 

himP or, may not he be the master of a family 
t wholly depended upon his life ? There may, for 
fht we know, be half-a-dozen fatherless children and 
ender wife, now exposed to poverty by his death, 
lat pleasure might he have promised himself in the 
ferent welcome he was to have from her and them 1 
t let US go away ; it is a dreadful sight ! The best 
ce ^fe can do is to take care that the poor man, 
oever he is, may be decently buried." She turned 
ay, when the wave threw the carcass on the shore, 
e kinswoman immediately shrieked out, " Oh, my 
isin!" and fell upon the gcoxm^i, 'YXva xss^^^'^ 
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wife went to help her friend, when she saw her own 
hnsband at her feet, and dropped in a swoon upon tbe 
body. An old woman, who had been the gentlemanV 
nurse, came out about this time to call the ladies in tO' 
supper, and found her child, as she always called him, 
dead on the shore, her mistress and kinswoman both 
lying dead by him. Her loud lamentations, and 
calling her young master to life, soon awaked the 
friend from her trance, but the wife was gone for 
ever. 

When the family and neighbourhood got together 
round the bodies, no one asked any question, but the 
objects before them told the story. 

Incidents of this nature are the more moving wheu 
they are drawn by persons concerned in the catastrophe, 
notwithstanding they are often oppressed beyond thfr 
power of giving them in a distinct light, except we 
gather their sorrow from their inability to speak it. 

I have two original letters, written both on the same 
day, which are to me exquisite in their different kinds. 
The occasion was this. A gentleman who had courted 
a most agreeable young woman, and won her heart, 
obtained also the consent of her father, to whom she 
was an only child. The old man had a fancy that they 
should be married in the same church where he him- 
self was, in a village in Westmoreland, and made them 
set out while he was laid up with the gout at London. 
Tl/e bridegroom took only his man, the bride her 
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m&id; they had the most sfrrecable jonmey irnaginabla 
to the place of marmge, from whence the bridegroom 
writ the following letter to his wifi's father : — 

"SlE, 
"After a, Tory pleasant journey hither, we are 
preparing for the happy bonr in which I am to be your 
son. I assure you the bride carries it, in the eye of 
the Tiear who married yon, much beyond her mother 
thongh he says yonr open BleeveH, pantalooutt, and 
shoolder-hnot made a much better show than the 
fintoal drew I am in. However, I am contented to be 
the second fine man this village ever saw. and shall 
make it very merry before night, hecanse I shall wril« 
myself from thence, 

" Tonr most dntifol son, 
"T. D. 
"JforeAlS, 1S72. 

" The bride gives her duty, and is as handsome aa 
au angel. - I am the happiest man breathing." 

The villagers were assembling about the church, and 
the happy conple took a walk in a private garden. 
The bridegroom's man knew his master would leave 
the place on a sudden after the wedding, and seeing 
him draw his pistols the night before, took this oppor- 
tunity to go into his chamber and charge them. U^sit. 
iheir return from the garden, tWj ^«&\. \y**) 'in*^ 
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/Mom, and, after a littJe fond railleiy on the aabject of 
their oonrtBhip, the lorai took np h pistol, which he 
knew lie had unloaded the night before, and, presentii^ 
it to ber, said, with the moat graoefnl air, whilst she 
looked pleased at his agreeable flattery, "Now, 
madam, repent of all those omeltiee yon hare been 
guilty of to me; oonmder, before yon die, how oft«D 
yon have made a poor wretch freeze nnder yonr case- 
ment ; you ehaU die, yon tyrant, yon shall die, with all 
those inetmments of death and deetmction about you. 
with that enchanting smile, those killing ringlets of 

yonr hair " "Give fire] ''said she, langhing. Ho did 

so. and shot her dead. Who can speak his condition? 
but he bore it so patiently as to call np his man. The 
poor wretch entered, and his maat«r looked the door 
upon him. "Will," said he, "did yon eliarge these 
pistols P " He answered, " Tee." Upon which, he 
shot him dead with that remaining. After this, amidst 
a thousand broken sobs, piercing groims, and distracted 
motians, he writ the following letter to the father of 
his dead mistress : — 

"Sib. 

"I, who two hours ago told yon truly I was the 

happiest man alive am now the most miserable. Tonr 

daughter lies dead at my fee' killed ' my hand, 

through a mistake of my r lus charjri. my pistols 

ae. Him I ht. e mnrder ' to- it. Snch 
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is mj wedding day. I will immediately follow my 
wife to lier grave, bnt before I throw myself upon my 
sword, I command my distraction so far as to explain 
my story to you. I fear my heart will not keep 
together till I have stabbed it. Poor good old man ! 
Remember, he that killed your daughter died for 
it. In the article of death, I give you my thanks and 
pray for you, though I ^re not for myself. If it be 
possible, do not curse me." 
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IX.— liOVE AND REASON. 

From my oim AjmTtment, October 19. 

It ia my freqnent practice to Tieit places of reBort io 
this tcnm wLere 1 am least known, to obserre what 
reception my works meet witli in the world, and what 
fCOod eifects I ma; promise myself from my labours, 
and it being a privilege asserted by Uonsienr Moa- 
taigne, and others, of vitin-glorious memory, that we 
writers of essaya may talk of onraelvea, I take the 
liberty to Rive an accoont of the remarks which I find 
are made by some of my gentle readers npon these my 
dissertations. 

I happened this evening to fall int« a coSee-honi»A 
near the 'Change, where two persons wore reading my 
aeconnt of the " Table of Fame," 

The one of these was commenting as he read, and 
explaining who was meant by this and the other 
worthy as he passed on. I observed the person over 
against him wonderfully intent and satisfied with faiu 
expianation. When he came to Jnlins Ccesar, who is 
said to have refused any conductor to the t«ble : " No, 
no," said he, " he is in the right of it, he has money 
enough to be welcome wherever he comes ; " and then 
wiJapered, " He means a ceriun co\o'a«\ tA ih» Traiu- 
baadg. " Upon reading ttat AristoVXe niaA% v.^.^ >.iwni. 
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witJi some rudeness, but great strength of reason ; 
'* Who can that be, so rough and so reasonable ? It 
must be some Whig, I warrant you. There is nothing 
bat party in these public papers." Where Pythagoras 
is said to have a golden thigh, " Ay, ay," said he, ** he 
has money enough in his breeches ; that is the alder- 
man of our ward." You must know, whatever he read, 
I found he interpreted from his own way of life and 
acquaintance. I am glad my readers can construe for 
tliemselves these difficult points; but, for the benefit of 
posterity, I design, when I come to write my last 
paper of this kind, to make it an explanation of all 
my former. In that piece you shall have all I have 
commended with their proper names. The faulty cha- 
racters must be left as they are, because we live in an age 
wherein vice is very general, and virtue very particular ; 
for which reason the latter only wants explanation. 

But I must turn my present discourse to what is of 
yet greater regard to me than the care of my writijigs ; 
that is to say, the preservation of a lady's heart. 
Little did I think I should ever have busines of this 
kind on my hands more ; but, as little as any one who 
knows me would believe it, there is a lady at this time 
who professes love to me. Her passion and good 
humour you shall have in her own words. 

"Mb. Bickebbtaff, 
"I had formerly a Tery good o\>\mo^ <??l ^ss^"^^ 
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but it is now withdrawn, and I hare placed it npon 
yon, Mr. Bickerstaff, for whom I am not ashamed to 
declare I have a very great passion and tenderness. 
It is not for yonr face, for that I never *saw ; your 
shape and height I am equally a stranger to ; but your 
understanding charms me, and I am lost if you do not 
dissemble a little love for me. I am not without 
hopes ; because I am not like the tawdry gay things 
that are fit only to make bone-lace. I am neither 
«hildish-young, nor beldame-old, but, the ^orld says, . 
a good agreeable woman. 

" Speak peace to a troubled heart, troubled only for 
youj and in your next paper, let me find your thoughts 
of me« 

" Do not think of finding out who I am, for, not- 
withstanding your interest in demons, they cannot 
help you either to my name, or a sight of my face ; 
therefore, do not let them deceive you. 

** I can bear no discourse, if you are not the subject ; 
and believe me, I know more of love than yon do of 
astronomy. 

"Pray, say some civil things in return to my 
generosity, and you shall have my veiy best pen em- 
ployed to thank you, and I will confirm it. 

" I am your admirer, 
"Maeia." 

There ie something wonderiwWy -^glleAfiiTi^ in the 
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favour of women; and this letter has put me in so 
good a homonr, that nothing could displease me since 
I recdived it. My boy breads glasses and pipes, and 
instead of giving him a knock on the pate, as my way 
is, for I hate scolding at servants, I only say, " Ah, 
Jack ! thou hast a head, and so has a pin," or some 
siich^Seny 'expression. But, alas ! how^ am I mortified 
when he is putting on my fourth pair of stockings on 
these poor spindles of mine! "The fair one under- 
stands love better than I astronomy ! " I am sure, 
without the help of that art, this poor meagre trunk of 
mine is a very ill habitation for love. She is pleased 
to speak civilly of my sense, but Ingenvwm male 
habitat is an invincible difficulty in cases of tliis 
nature. I had always, indeed, from a passion to ploa.se 
the eyes of the fair, a great pleasure in dress. Add to 
this, that I have writ songs since I was sixty, and 
have lived with all the circumspection of an old beau, 
as I am. But my friend Horace has very well said, 
" Every year takes something from us ; " and in- 
structed me to form my pursuits and desires according 
to the stage of my life ; therefore, I have no more to 
value myself upon, than that I can converse with young 
people without peevishness, or wishing myself a mo- 
ment younger. For which reason, when I am amongst 
them, I rather moderate than interrupt their diversions. 
But though I have this complacency, I must not pre- 
teaid io write to a Jady civil things, sisl&.'Kns* ^^^xt'k 
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Timo was, when I could have told her, " I had receiTed 
a letter from her fair hands ; and that, if this paper 
trembled as she read it, 'it then best expressed its 
author," or some other gay conceit. Thongh I never 
Naw her, I conid bare told her, " that good Sense sod 
pood-hnmonr smiled in her ejes ; that constancy and 
good-natare dwelt in her heart ; that beanty and good- 
breeding appeared in all her actions." When I was 
fivc-aDd-tw6nty,iipon sight of one syllable, even wrong 
spelt, hy a lady I never saw, I could tell her, "that 
lior height was that which was &t for inviting our ap- 
proach, and commanding our respect ; that a smile sat 
oil her lipa, which prefaced her expressions before she 
littered them, and her aspect prevented her speech. 
All she could say. though she had as infinite deal of 
wit, was but a repetition of what was expressed by her 
fonn ; her form ! which etrack her beholders witK 
idpiis more moving sad forcible than ever were inspired 
by mnsic, painting, or eloquence." At this rat* 1 
jwnted in those days ; but ah ! sistj-fhrec ! I am rerj 
Horry I can only return the agreeable Maria a passion 
txpressed rnther from the head than tho heart. 

" Dear Madam, 

" Tou have already seen the best of me, and I eii 

[ assionately love yon that I desire we may never meet. 

If you will eiamiue your heart, you will find tliat yoii 

Join the man with the philosopher ; and if ynu have 
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that kind opmion of my sense as yon pretend, I ques- 
tion not but you add to it complexion, air, and shape ; 
tmt, dear Tioiij, a man in his grand climacteric is of 
no sex. Be a good girl, and condnct yonreelt with 
honour and Tirtne, when you bve one younger than 
myself. I am, with the greatest tenderness, yonr 
iimoeent lo^-er, • I. B," 
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X.— A BUSINESS MEETING. 

From my own Apartm^ent, October 25. 

Whbk I came home last night mj serrant delivered 
me the following letter : 

" Sib. 
" I have orders from Sir Harry Quickset, of 
Staffordshire, Baronet, to acquaint you that his honour 
Sir Harry himself, Sir Giles Wheelbarrow, Knight, 
Thomas Rentfree, Esquire, Justice of the Quorum, 
Andrew Windmill, Esquire, and Mr. Nicholas Doubt, 
of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry's grandson, will wrait 
upon you at the hour of nine to-morrow morning, 
being Tuesday the twenty-fifth of October, upon 
business which Sir Harry will impart to you by word 
of mouth. I thought it proper to acquaint yon before- 
hand so ihany persons of quality came, that you might 
not be surprised therewith. Which concludes, though 
by many years' absence since I saw you at Stafford, 
unlmown. Sir, your most humble servant, 

" John Thbipty. 

" October 24." 

I received this message with less surprise than I 
believe Mr. Thrifty imagined ; for I knew the good 
company too well to feel any palpitations at their ap- 
pro&ch ; but I was in very great concern how I should 





' adjoat the eeremoni&l, and demean m;self to all these 
great men, who perhaps bad not seen anything above 
themselves f<lr these twenty years last past. I am 
snre that is the case of Sir ^arry. Besides which, I 
was sensible that there was a great point in adjusting 
my behaviour to the simple esqnire, so as to give him 
aatiafB«tion and not dinoblige the juatice of the 
qnomm. 

The hour of nine was come this momiiig, and I had 
no Boouer set chairs, by the steward's letter, and fixed 
my tea-equipage, but I heard a knock at my door, 
which was opened, bnt no one entered ; after whicli 

# followed a long silence, which was broke at last by, 
" Sir. ! b^ yonr pardon^ I think I know better," and 

another voioe, "Nay, good Sir Giles " I looked 

ont from my window, and saw the good company all 
with their bats off and arms spread, offering the di>or 
to each other. After many oifors, they entered n'ith 
mueh solemnity, in the order Mr. Thrifty was so kind 
as to name them to me. Bnt they are now got to my 
chamber-door, and I saw my old friend Sir Harry 
enter, I met him with all the resp^t due to so 
H-rprc piJ a v^ nfjthlff for you are to know that is my 

. eense of a person who remains idle in the same plai-c 
for half a centory. I got him with great success intii 
his chair by the tire, without throwing dawn awj c<l 
mj cups. The knight-Wilietot te\4. laft "^w.^**!- * 
great respect for my wboVo latoW^ , «»&■ -«wiS>~"*** 
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my leave, place himself next to Sir Harry, at whoao 
Tight hand he had sat at every yiisrter-sessions these 
thirty years, nnloss he was sick." The steward in 
the rear whispert'd tlie youug templar, " That is tme 
to my knowledge." I liad the mistortune, as they 
stood cheek by jowl, to desire the esquire to sit down 
before tlie justice of the quorum, to the no small 
satisfaction of tlio former, and resentment of tli& 
latter. But I saw my error too late, and got them as 
soon as I couid iuto their seats. '' Well," said I, 
''gentlemen, after I liave teld you how glad I am of 
this great hononr, I am to desire you lo drink a dish 
of tea." They answered one and all, " that they never k 
ilrank tea in a morning." " Not in a morning ! " said 
t, staring round ma ; upon which the pert jackanapes, 
Nic Doubt, tipped me the wink, and put out his 
tongue at his grandfather. Here followed a profound 
: ilenwe, when the steward in his boots and whip pro- 
;«aed, " that we should adjourn to soma public house, 
where everybody might call for what they pleased, and 
cuter upon the bnsinesB." We all stood up in an 
instant, and Sir Harry filed off from the left, very 
(liscreetly, countermarching behind the chairs towards 
the door. After him Sir Giles in the aame maimer. . 
Tlie simple esquire made a sudden start to follow, but 
the justice of tlie qnorom whipped between npon the 
stand of the stairs. A maid, goiag ■05 VAV (saIk, 
^ade as b&lt, aad pat ua into suciv coatwtnv 'Cftft.'t -wa 
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stood all iu a h^ap, without any visible possibility of 
recovering our order; for the young jackanapes 
seemed to make a jest of this matter, and had so con- 
trived, by pressing" amongst us under pretence of 
making way, that his grandfather was got into the 
middle, and he knew nobody was of quality to stir a 
step till Sir Harry moved first. We were fixed in 
this perplexity for some time, till we heard a very 
ioud noise in the street, and Sir Harry asking what it 
was, I, to make them move, said it was fire. Upon 
this, all ran down as fast as they could, without order 
or ceremony, till we got into the street, where we drew 
up in very good order, and filed off down Sheer Lane ; 
the impertinent templar driving us before him as in a 
string, and pointing to his acquaintance who passed by. 
I must confess I love to use people according to 
their own sense of good breeding, and therefore 
wETpped in between the justice and the simple esquire. 
He could not properly take this ill, but I overheard 
him whisper the steward, "thnt lie thought it hard 
that a common conjuror should take place of him, 
though an elder esquire." In this order we marched 
down Sheer Lane, at the upper end of which I lodge. 
When we came to Temple Bar, Sir Harry and Sir 
Oiles got over, but a run of coaches kept the rest of 
us on this side the street. Bio^e^et, ^^ ^;5^^^a^ 
landed, and drew up in very gooA. OT^et Xj^^'^^ ^*^^ 
Tooke's shop, who favoured out T«;X\^Vtt% ^nS»o- «^ 
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humanity; from whence we proceeded again till w(^ 
came to Dick's coffee-house, where I designed to 
carry them. Here we were at our old difficulty, and 
took up the street upon the same ceremony. We pro- 
ceeded through the entry, and were so necessarily kept 
in order by the situation, that we were now got into 
the cofPee-house it«elf , where, as soon as we arrived 
we repeated our civilities to each other, after which^ 
we marched up to the high table, which has an ascent 
to it enclosed in the middle of the room. The whole 
house was alarmed at this entry, made up of persons of 
so much state and rusticity. Sir Harry called for a 
mug of ale and Dyer^s Letter, The boy brought the 
ale in an instant, but said they did not take in the 
Letter. " Ifo ! " says Sir Harry, " then take back 
your mug ; we are like indeed to have good liquor at 
this house ! " Here the templar tipped me a second 
wink, and, if I had not looked very grave upon him, I 
found he was disposed to be very familiar with me. 
In short, I observed after a long pause, that the 
gentlemen did not care to enter upon business till after 
their morning draughty for which reason I called for a 
bottle of mum, and finding that had no effect upon 
them, I ordered a second and a third, after which Sir 
Harry reached over to me and told me in a low voice, 
** that the place was too public for business, but he 
would call upon me again to-morrow morning at my 
own lodgings, and bring some more itvenda with him." 
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XI.— DUELLO. 

From my own ApartmcTU, November XL 

I TTA-n seyeral lunts and advertisements from nnknown 
hands, tbat some, who are enemies to my labours, 
design to demand the fashionable way of satisfaction 
for the disturbance my Lacubrations have given them. 
I confess, as things now stand, I do not know how to 
deny. such inviters, and am preparing myself ac 
cordlngly. I have bonght pnmps and foils, and am 
every morning practising in my chamber. My 
ueighhonr, the dancing-master, has demanded of 
me why I take this liberty, since I would not allow 
it himP bat I answered, "His was an act of 
an indifferent nature, and mine of necessity." My 
late treatises against duels have so far disobliged the 
fraternity of the noble science of defence, that I can 
get none of them to show me so much as one pass. I 
am, therefore, obliged to learn by book; and have 
accordingly seyeral Tolumes, wherein all the postures 
are exactly delineated. I must confess I am shy of 
letting people see me at this exercise, because of my 
flannel waistcoat, and my spectacles, which I am forced 
tb fix on, the better to observe the posture of the 
enemy. 
I have upon my chamber-wall& ditt^ni «t\. l\iSi.\'svv^5P«N. 
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the figures of all sorts of men, from eight foot to three 
foot two inches. Within this height, I take it, that all 
the fighting men of Great Britain are comprehended. 
But, as I push, I make allowances for mj being of a 
lank and spare body, and have chalked out in every 
figure my own dimensions : for I scorn to rob any man 
of his life, or to take advantage of his breadth : there- 
fore, I press purely in a line down from his nose, and 
take no more of him to assault than he has of me : for, 
to speak impartially, if a lean fellow* wounds a fat one 
in any part to the right or left, whether it be in ca/iie 
or in tierce, beyond the dimensions of the said lean 
fellow's own breadth, I take it to be murder, and such a 
murder as is below a gentleman to commit. As I am 
spare, I am also very tall, and behave myself with 
relation to that advantage with the same punctilio; 
and I am ready to stoop or stand, according to the 
stature of my adversary. I must confess I have 
had great success this morning, and have hit every 
figure round the room in a mortal part, without 
receiving the least hurt, except a little scratch by 
falling on my face, in pushing at one at the lower 
end of my chamber ; but I recovered so quick, and 
jumped so nimbly into my guard, that, if he had been 
alive, he could not have hurt me. It is confessed I have 
writ against duels with some warmth ; but in all my 
diseouTses I have not ever said that I knew how a 
S^entleman could avoid a duel Vi \i<d tt^t^ ^Yovoked to 
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it ; and since that custom is now become a law, I know 
nothing but the legislatiye power, with new animad- 
yersions upon it, can put ns in a capacity of denyinpr 
challenges, though we are afterwards hanged for it. But 
no more of this at present. As things stand, I shall 
put up no more affronts ; and I shall be so far from 
taking ill words, that I will not take ill looks. I 
therefore, warn all hot yoimg fellows not to look here- 
after more terrible than their neighbours : for, if they 
stare at me with their hats cocked higher than other 
people, I will not bear it. Nay, I give warning to all 
people in general to look kindly at me, for I wiU bear 
no frowns, eyen from ladies ; and if any woman pre- 
.tends to look scornfully at me, I shall demand satis- 
faction of the next of kin of the masculine geiider. 
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Xn.-HAPPT MARRIAGE. 

From my own Apartment, Hfovtmber 16. 

These are several persons who have inanj pleasures 
and entertainments in their possession, which thej do 
not enjoy. It is, therefore, a kind and good office to 
acquaint them with their own happiness, ^nd turn 
their attention to such instances of their good fortune 
which they are apt to overlook. Persons in the 
married state often want such a monitor; and pine 
away their days, by looking upon the same condition 
in anguish and murmur, which carries with it in the 
opinion of others a complication of all the pleasures of 
life, and a retreat from its inquietudes. 

I am led into this thought by a visit I made an old 
friend, who was formerly my school-fellow. He came 
to town last week with his family for the winter, and 
yesterday morning sent me word his wife expected me 
to dinner. I am, as it were, at home at that house, 
and every member of it knows me for their well- 
wisher. I cannot, indeed, express the pleasure it is to 
be met by the children with so much joy as I am 
when I go thither. The boys and girls strive who 
shall come first when they think it is I that am 
knocking at the door ; and that child which loses the 
race to me runs back again to tell the father it is Hr. 
Sjckerstnff. This day I was l«d in by a pretty g^l. 
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that we all thought must have forgot me, for the 
family has been out at town those two years. Her 
knowing me again was a mighty eubjuct with as, and 
took np our discourse at the first entrance. After 
which they began to rally me upon a thonaand little 
stories they heard in the conntry about my marri^^ 
to one of my neighbour's daughters. Upon which the 
gentleman, my friend, said, " Nay, if Mr. Biekerstaff 
marries a child of any of his old companions, I hope 
mine shall have the preference : there is Mrs. Mary ia 
now sixteen, and would make him aa fine a widow as 
^ebest^-them. But I know him too well; be is so 
enamoured with the very memoiy of those who 
flourished in our youth, that he will not so much as 
l*ok npon the modem beauties' I remember, old 
gentleman, how often yon went home in a day to 
refresh your conntenance and dress, wlien Teramints 
reigned in your heart. As we came up in the coach, I 
repeated to my wife some of your verses on her." 
With such reflections on little passages, which happened 
long Ago, we passed our time, dnriug a cheerful and 
elegant meal. After dinner his lady left the room, w 
did also the children. As soon as we were alone, he 
took me by the band ; " Well, my good friend," saya 
he, " I am heartily glad to see Uiee : I was af nud you 
would never have seen all the company that dvBRA-w«:&. 
joo to-daj again. Do not you tVn^ ftii ¥,■»*■ -«aa«»- 
of tbe bonae s Uttle altered, ftmwi -30* tdin-o'*-^ 
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from the pfciy-liouse, to find out who she was for me ? '^ 
I perceived a tear fall down his cheek as he spoke, 
which moved me not a little. But, to torn the dis- 
course, said I, " She is not indeed quite that creature 
she was, when she returned me the letter I carried 
from you : and told me ' she hoped, as I was a gentle- 
man, I would be employed no more to trouble her, who 
had never offended me; but would be so much the 
gentleman's friend as to dissuade him from a pursuit 
which he could never succeed in.' You may remember 
I thought her in earnest, and you were forced to 
employ your cousin Will, who made his sister get 
acquainted with her for you. You cannot expect her 
to be for ever fifteen." " Fifteen ! " replied my good 
friend ; ** ah ! you little understand, you that have lived 
a bachelor, how great, how exquisite a pleasure there is, 
in being really beloved ! It is impossible, that the 
most beauteous face in nature should raise in me such 
pleasing ideas, as when I look upon that excellent 
woman. That fading in her countenance is chiefly 
caused by her watching with me, in my fever. This 
was followed by a fit of sickness, which had like to 
have carried her off last winter. I tell you sincerely, 
I have so many obligations to her, that I cannot, with 
any sort of moderation, think of her present state of 
health. But as to what you say of fifteen, she gives 
me every day pleasures beyond what I ever knew in the 
jHJiseession oiher beauty, when I was in the vigour of 








joath. Brery moment of her life brin^ me freah 
instances of her complacency to mj inclinationa, and 
het prudence in regard to my fortune. Her face is to 
me mnch more beautiful than when I first eaw it ; 
there is no decay in any featnre, which I cannot trace 
from the very iuetant it was occasioned by some 
anxioQs concern for my welfare and interests. Thna, 
«t the same time, methinke. the love I eonceiTed 
towards her for what she was, is heightened by my 
gratitude for what she is. The love of a wife ia as 
mnch above the idle passion commonly called by that 
name, as the lond laughter of bnfEoons is inferior to 
the elegant mirth of gentlemen. Oh ! she is an in- 
estimable jewel. In her examination of her household 
afE^rs she shows a certain fearfnlness to find a fault; 
which makes her servants obey her like children : end 
the meanest we have has an ingenuous shame for an 
offence, not always to be seen in children in other 
fomilies. I speak freely to yon, my old friend : ever 
^ce her sickness, things that gave me the quickest 
ji^ before turn now to a certain anxiety. As the 
children play in the next room, I know the poor things 
by their at«p8, and am considering what they most do, 
should they lose their mother in their tender years. 
The pleasure I used to take in felling my boy stories of 
the battles, and asking mj girl <\ueati<mi *,\nss&. 'C«a 
diapoBal ofber baby, and the goaftV^mft (A''A:,\»'™-^^*^ 
ialo inward reflection and m«\aiwAiA^" 
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He would have ^one on in this tender way, when the 
good lady entered, and, -with an inexpressible sweet- 
ness in her countenance, told ns " she had been seech- 
ing her closet for something very good, to treat such m 
old friend as I was." Her husband's eyes sparkled 
with pleasure at the cheerfulness of her countenance ; 
and I saw all his fears vanish in an instant. The lady 
observing something in our looks which showed we 
had been more serious than ordinary, and seeing her 
liusband receive her with great concern under a forced 
cheei'f ulness, immediately guessed at what we iiad been 
talking of ; and applying herself to me, said, with a 
smile, " Mr. BickerstalE, do not believe a word of what 
ho tells you. I shall still live to have you for my 
second, as I have often promised you, unless he takes 
more care of himself than he has done since his coming 
to town. You must know he tells me that he finds 
London is a much more healthy place than the country, 
for he sees several of his old acquaintances and school- 
fellows are here young fellows with fair full-bottomed 
periwigs. I oould scarce keep him this morning from 
going out open-breasted." My friend, who is always 
extremely delighted with her agreeable humour, made 
her sit down with us. She did it with that easiness 
which is peculiar to women of sense ; and to keep up 
the good humour she had brought in with her, turned 
her raillery upon me. ** Mr. Bickerst<aff, you remember 
j^on followed me one night from the play-house; 
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suppose yon should carry me tliither to-morrow niglit, 
and lead me into the front box." This put ns into a 
long field of discourse about the beauties, who were 
mothers to the present, and shined in the boxes twenty 
years ago. I told her, " I was glad she had trans- 
ferred so many of her charms, and I did not question 
but her eldest daughter was within half a year of being 
a Toast." 

We were pleasing ourselyes with this fantastical 
preferment of the youlig lady, when on a sudden we 
were alarmed with the noise of a drum, and immediately 
entered my little godson to give me a point of war. 
Bis mother, between laughing and chiding, would 
have put him out of the room ; but I would not part 
with him so. I found upon conversation with him, 
though he was a little noisy in his mirth, that the 
child -had excellent parts, and was a g^eat master of all 
the learning on the other side eight . years old. I 
perceiTed him a very great historian in ^sop's 
Fables : but he frankly declared to me his mind, that 
he did not delight in that learning, because he did not 
believe they were true ; for which reason I found he 
had very much turned his studies for abou^ a twelve- 
month past, into the lives and adventures of Don 
Bellianis of Greece, G-uy of Warwick, the Seven 
Champions, and other historians of that age. I could 
not but observe the satisfaction the father took in the 
forwardness of his son; and \3iMX» \JaRS» ^^«t?ssssvis. 
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might turn to some profit, I found the boy had made 
remarks which might be of service to him during the 
course of his whole life. He would tell you the mis- 
managements of John Hickathrif t, find fault with the 
passionate temper in Bevis of Soutliampton, and loved 
Saint George for being the champion of England; and 
by this means had his thoughts insensibly moulded 
into the notions of discretion, virtue, and honour. I 
was extolling his accomplishments, when the mother 
told me that the little girl who led me in this morning 
was in her way a better scholar than he. " Betty," 
says she, ** deals chiefiy in fairies and sprites, and 
sometimes in a winter-night wiU terrify the maids 
with her accounts, till they are afraid to go up to bed.*' 
I sat with them till it was very late, sometimes in 
merry, sometimes in serious, discourse, with this 
particular pleasure, which gives the only true relish 
to all conversation, a sense that every one of us liked 
each other. I went ^ome, considering the different 
conditions ol^ a married life and that of a bachelor ; 
and I must confess it struck me with a secret concern, 
to reflect, that whenever I go off I shall leave no traces 
behind me. In this pensive mood I return to my 
family ; that is to say, to my maid, my dog, and my 
cat, who only can be the better or worse for what 
happens to me. 
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I^m my oieit Apartrt,aU, Novemier 17. 
It has cost me yary maei care and thought to mar- 
shal Hud fii the people nndor their proper denomina- 
tions, and to range them according to their respeotivp 
characfers. Theae mj eiideaToure have been reooiTed 
with nnespect-ed anccess in one kind, bnt neglected in 
another; for though I have many readers, I have bnt 
few converts. This must certainly proceed from a 
false opinion, that what I write is designed rather to 
amuse and entartain tliait convince and instrnct. I 
entered ppon my !Essaya with a declaration that I 
mhoold consider mankind in quite another manner than 
they had hitlierto been represented to the ordinary 
world, and asserted that none bnt a useful life should 
ho, with me, any life at all. But, lest this doctrine 
sliould hare made this small progress towards the 
conviction of mankind, because it may appear to the 
' nuleamed light and whimsical. I must take leave to 
unfold the wisdom and antiquity of my first proposition 
in these my essays, fo wit, that "every worthless i^n,. 
is a dead man." This notion is as old as Pythagoras, 
in whose school it was a point of di9R,\-5\«i*,'0M^'*- 
Bittong the 'AkovviikoI, or pr6ba.t\o"ii«ta,'0a«i«.~«*^*'''™^ 
wbogreyr weary ot studying to W xiafetttli.«^*-"=*'''^^^ 
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to an idle life, the rest were to regard them as dead, 
and npon their departing, to perform their obsequies 
and raise them tombs, with inscriptions, to warn 
others of the like mortality, and qnicken them to reso- 
Intions of refining their souls aboye that wretched 
state. It is upon a like supposition that young ladies^ 
at this Tery time, in Roman Catholic countries, are 
received into some nunneries with their coffins, and 
with the pomp of a formal funeral, to signify that 
henceforth they are to be of no further use, and conse- 
quently dead. Nor was Pythagoras himself the first 
author of this symbol, with whom, and with the 
Hebrews, it was generally received. Much more 
might be offered in illustration of this doctrine from 
sacred authority, which I recommend to my reader's 
own reflection ; who will easily recollect, from places 
which I do not think fit to quote here, the forcible 
manner of applying the words dead and living to men^ 
as they are good or bad. 

I have, therefore, composed the following scheme of\ 
existence for the benefit both of the living and the 
dead; though chiefly for the latter, whom I must 
desire to read it with aU possible attention. In the 
number of the dead I comprehend all persons, of what 
title or dignity soever, who bestow most of their time 
in eating and drinking, to support that imaginary 
existence of theirs which they call life ; or in dressing 
and adorning those shadows and apparitions, which 
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Hta looted npon 'bj the Tulgar as real men &nd wnmen. 
In abort, whoever resides in the world without haviup 
anj bnBinees in it, and passes awaj an age without 
ever thinking on the errand for which he wae sent 
hither, is to ma a dead man to all intents and pnrposnH. 
and I deeire that he maj be eo reputed. The livin^r 
are onlj those that are some waj or other landablv 
emplojed in the improvement of their own minds, or 
for tbe advantage of others; and even among these, 1 
shall only reckon into their lives that part of thi'ii' 
lime which has been spent in the maimer above nun- 
tioned. Bf tbese means, I am afraid we shall find ilii^ 
longest lives not to consist of manj months, and tliu 
greatest part of the earth to be qnite unpeopled. Ar- 
cording to this system we may observe that some nn'u 
aie Ijom at twenty years of age, some at thirty, siirii« 
at threescore, and some not above an honr before tli'-v 
die; nay, we may observe mnltitiides that die witho:it 
ever being bom, as well as many dead persona that It!) 
op the bulk of mankind, and make a better figure in 
the eyes of the ignorant, than those who are alive, and 
in their proper and full atat« of health. Howevr, 
since there may be many good sabjncts. that pay tlu-ir 
taies, and live peaceably in their habilntians. who are 
not yet bom, or have departed this life several yfars 
since, my design ia to encowM^e Vi'tX \s> ^vii «wk»- 
selrea aa scon as possible to ftie ttiHtft>«« ^ 'as*.^^""'^^ 
Far aa I fnrile the former V> \»Te«fe 1*^^*^ \^^<^'*^" 
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and become good for sometJiing, eo I allow the latMr 
a state of resuscitation, which I chiefly mention for 
the sake of a person who has ieielj published au ad- 
Tertisement, with sereral scurrilous terms in it, that 
do bj no means become a dead man to give. It is my 
departed friend, John Partridge, who concludes the 
advertisement of his next fear's almanack with the 
following note : 

" Whereas it has been industriously given ont by 
Bickerstaff, Eaqnire, and others, to prevent the sale 
of this year's almanack, that John Partridge is deadt 
this may inform all his loving countrymen, that be in 
still living in health, and fhey are knaves that reported 
it otharwise. " J. P." 



From mp ixm Apartmejit, Tfovemher 26. 

T hare already taken great pains to inspire notions 

«f honour and virtue into the people of this kingdom, 

and nsed all gentle methods imaginable, to bring those 

who are dead in idleness, folly, and pleasure, into life. 

by applying themselves to learning, wisdom, and 

industry. But, since fair means are ineSectnal, I 

must proceed to extremities, and ahall give my good 

friend^ the Company of Upholders, full power to bury 

aU anch^ead aa tiey meet witb,wto wft -sWawim^ 

former do^riptiona ot deceased ^laonaa. ^n'OiifmsaiB;- 
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time the following remonstrance of that corporation I 
take to be very just. 

•* Worthy Sib. 

" Upon reading your Tathr of Saturday last, by 
which we received the agreeable news of so many 
deaths, we immediately ordered in a considerable 
quantity of blanks, and our servants have wrought 
night and day ever since to furnish out the necessaries 
for these deceased. But so it is, Sir, that of this vast 
number of dead bodies that go putrif ying up and down 
the streets, not one of them has come to us to be 
buried. Though we should be loth to be any hind- 
rance to our good friends the physicians, yet we cannot 
but take notice what infection Her Majesty's subjects 
are liable to from the horrible stench of so many 
corpses. Sir, we will not detain you; our case in 
short is this : Here are we embarked in this under- 
taking for the public good. Now, if people should be 
suffered to go on unburied at this rate, there is an end 
of the usefullest manufactures and handicrafts of the 
kingdom; for where will be your sextons, coffin- 
makers, and plumbers ? What will become of your 
embalmers, epitaph-mongers, and chief-mourners? 
We are l«th to drive this matter any further, though 
we tremble at the consequences of it ; for if it shall be 
left to every dead man's discretion not to be buried 
till he sees his time, no man can Bay 'SfiVvet^ ^Jc^a^ ^^^ 
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ond ; bnt thus jnnch we will take upon ns to affirm, 
tliflt- such a toleration will be intolerable. 

"What would make us easy in this matter is no 
more but that your "Worship would be pleased to issue 
out your orders to ditto Dead to repair forthwith to 
our office, in order to their interment, where constant 
attendance shall be given to treat with all persons 
according to their quality, and the poor to be buried 
for nothing. And, for the convenience of such 
})orsons as are willing enough to be dead, but that they 
Are afraid their friends and relations should know it, 
we have a back door into War^nck Street, from 
AYhence they may be interred with aU secrecy imagin- 
nble, and without loss of time or hindrance of business. 
But in case of obstinacy, for we would gladly make a 
tliorough riddance, we desire a further power from 
your Worship, to take up such deceased as shall not 
have complied with your first orders wherever we 
meet them; and if, after that, there shall be com- 
plaints of any person so offending^, let them lie at our 

doors. 

" We are your Worship's till death, 

" The Masteb and Company of Upholdebs. 

"P.S. We are ready to give in our printed pro- 
posals at large, and if your Worship approves of our 
vmdertaking, we desire the following advertisement 
fnajr be inserted in your next paper : 
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''.Whereas a eoxnmission of interment has been 
awarded against Doctor John Partridge, philomathf 
professor of physio and astrology, and whereas the 
said Partridge hath not surrendered himself, nor 
shown cause to the contrary: These are to certify 
that the Company of Upholders will proceed to bury 
him from Oordwainer's Hall, on Tuesday the twenty- 
ninth instant, where any six of his surriying friends, 
who still believe him to be alive, are desired to come 
prepared to hold up the palL 

** Note. We shall light away at six in the evening, 
there being to be a sermon. 

**^om wr Office near the Haymarhet, Nor. 23 " 
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XIV.— THE WIPE DEAD. 

Slieer LanCf December 30. 

I WAS walldiig about my chamber this morning in a 
very gay humour, when I saw a coach stop at my door, 
and a youth about fifteen alighting out of it, who I 
perceived to be the eldest son of my bosom friend, that 
I gave some account of in a previous paper. I felt a 
sensible pleasure rising in me at th^ sight of him, my 
acquaintance having begun with his father when he 
was just such a stripling, and about that very age. 
When he came up to me, he took me by the hand, 
and burst into tears. I was extremely moved, and 
immediately said, ** Child, how does your father do ? " 

He began to reply, " My mother " but could not 

go on for weeping. I went down with him into the 
coach, and gathered out of him, " That his mother was 
then dying ; and that, while the holy man was doing 
the last offices to her, he had taken that time to come 
and call me to his father, who, he said, would cer- 
tainly break his heart, if I did not go and comfort 
him." The child's discretion in coming to me of his 
own head, and the tenderness he showed for his 
parents would have quite overpowered me, had I not 
resoJred to iortiij myself for the seasonable per^ 
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formancefi of those duties which I owed to mj friend. 
As we were going, I coidd not bnt reflect upon the 
i-hancter of that excellent woman, and the greatness 
of his grief for the lose of one who has ever been the 
support ix) him nnder all other afSictions. How, 
thought J, will he be able to bear the honr of her 
death, that could not, when I was latelj with liim, 
speak of a sickness, which was then past, without 
sorrow ! We were now got pretty far into West- 
minster, and arrived at mj friend's house. At the 
door of it Z met Favonius, not without a secret satis- 
faction to find he had been there. I had formerly 
conversed with him at his house ; and as he abonnds 
with'that sort of Tirtue and knowledge which makes 
religion beantiful, and never leads the conTersatiou 
into the violence and rtge of party dispntes, I listentnl 
to him with great pleasnre. Our discourse chanced to 
lie upon the subject of death, which he treated with 
such a strength of reason, and greatness of soul, that, 
iiistfAd of being terrible, it appeared to a mind rightly 
cultivated, altogether to be contemned, or rather to be 
tlesired. Ae I mot him at the door, I saw iu his face a 
certain glowing of grief and humanity, heightened 
nith an air of fortitude and resolution, which, as I 
afterwards found, had snch an irresistible force, as to 
suspend the pains of the dying, ani ftw \»iwa:iM^\ov^ 
'if tio nearest friends who attended, \ifcv. "V -^ci* 'o-^ 
'Hreetly to the t-oom where ske lay, a«^ 'saa "O^*'^ *" 
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the entrance by my friend, who, notwithstanding hi^ 
thoughts had been composed a little before, at the 
sight of me turned away his face and we^t. The 
little family of children renewed the expressions of 
their sorrow according to their seyeral ages and degrees 
of understanding. The eldest daughter was in teani, 
busied in attendance upon her mother; others were 
kneeling about the bedside: and what troubled me 
most, was, to see a little boy, who was too young to 
know the reason, weeping only because his sisters did. 
The only one in the room who seemed resigned and 
comforted was the dying person. At my approach to 
the bedside, she told me, with a low broken voice^ 
" This is kindly done — ^take care of your friend — •-do 
not go from him ! " She had before taken leave of her 
husband and children, in a manner proper for so 
solemn a parting, and with a gracefulness peculiar to 
a woman of her character. M!y heart was torn to 
pieces, to see the** husband on one side suppressing 
and keeping down the swellings of his grief, for 
fear of disturbing her in her last moments ; and the 
wife even at that time concealing the pains she 
endured, for fear of increasing his affliction. She 
kept her eyes upon him for some moments after she 
grew speechless, and soon after closed them for ever. 
In the moment of her departure, my friend, who had 
thus far commanded himself, gave a deep groan, and 
fell into a swoon by her bedside. The distraction of 
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the children,^ who thought they saw both thoir parent h 
expiring together, and now lying dead before them, 
wonld have melted the hardest heart; but they soon 
perceived their father recoTer, whom I Helped to 
remove into another room, with a resolution to ac- 
company him till the first pangs of his affliction were 
abated. I knew consolation would now be imper- 
tinent; and, therefore, contented myself to sit by him, 
and condole with him in silence. For I shall here 
use the method of an ancient author, who in one of 
his epistles, relating the virtues and death of Macrinub's 
wife, expresses himself thus: '*I shall suspend my 
advice to this best of friends, till he is made capable 
of receiving it by those three great remedies (necessi- 
tasHpsa, dies hmga, et satietas doloris), the necessity 
of submission, length of time, and satiety of grief." 

In the meantime, I cannot but consider, with much 
commiseration, the melancholy state of one who has 
had such a part of himself torn from him, and which 
he misses in every circumstance of life. His con- 
dition is Kke that of one who has lately lost his right 
arm, and is every moment offering to help himsrlf 
with it. He does not appear to himself the same 
person in his house, at his table, in company, or in 
retirement; and loses the relish of all the pleasures 
and diversions that were before entertaining to him 
by her participation of them. This additional ^alvs,- 
faction^ from the taste of pleaaurea m ^^'b socv'^^-^ ^ 



96 ISAAC BICEER8TAFF. 

one ve love, is admirably described in Milton, vho 
represents Ere. though in Paradise itseU, no ftirther 
pleased with the beautiful objects around her, than as 
she sees them in companj vith Adam, in that pass^n 
so ineipreseiblj cbarmtDg ; 

" With tbDe oonveTeing, I forget all *tiine;' 
All aeuonB, and their ohange ; all please alike. 
Sweet it the breath of mom, her riaing sweet 
With charm of earliest bitris ; plewant the sun. 
When first on this delightful land he apreads 
His orient beams, on herb, trw , fruit, and fiower, 
Glistering with dew ; frsgrant the fertile earth 
Aftor short showerB ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; the silent night, 
With this her solemu bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of Heaven, her stair; train. 
But neither breath of mom when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds ; nor rising sun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Glistering ivith dew ; nor fragrance after showers ; 
Nor grateful evenii^ mild ; nor silent night. 
With this her solema birJ, nor walk by moon, 
Or glittering star-light, without thee is sweet." 



The Tariety of images in this, passage is infinitely 
pleasing ; and the retapitnlation of each particular 
image, witi a little varying of the eipvessios, makes 
one of the finest turns of words that I hare ever seen ^ 
which I rather mention because Mr. Dryden has si id. 
in his preface to Juvenal, that he eonld meet with no 
tiini ol words in MUton. 
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It may further be observed, that though the sweet- 
ness of these yerses has something in it of a pastoral, 
yet it excels the ordinary kind, as much as the scene 
y of it is above an ordinary field dr meadow. I might 
here, as I am accidentally led into this subject, show 
several passages in Milton that have as excellent turns 
of this nature as any of our English poets whatsoever ; 
but shall only mention that which follows, in which he 
describes the fallen angels engaged in the intricate 
disputes of predestination, free-will, and fore-know- 
ledge ; and, t'O humour the perplexity, makes a kind of 
labyrinth in the very words that describe it. 

** Others apart sat on a hill retired, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high 
Of providence, fore-knowledge, will, and fate, 
fixed fate, free-wiU, fore-knowledge absolute, 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost." 




XT.— THE CLUB AT "THE TETJMPET." 
Skiser Lant, Ftbmarn 10, 1710. 
Aftbr having applied my mind with mare thui 
ordtuarj atteatioa Ui my stadias, it 19 mj usoaJ cus- 
tom to relax and nnbend it in the conversation of eoch 
aa are rather easy than ahining companiooB. l^B 1 
fiad particularly neceaeary for me before I retire to 
rest, in order to draw my slnmben njion me by 
degrees, and fall asleep ineensibly. Thia is the parti- 
cular nae I make of a set of heavy honest men, with 
whom I have passed many hours with much indolence, 
though not witii great pleasure. Their oonTersatdon is 
a kind of preparative for sleep; it takea the mind 
down from its abstractions, loads it into the familiar 
traces of tliuugbt, and lulls it into that stato of tran- 
quillity, which is the condition of a thinking man, 
when he is but half -awake. After this, my reader will 
not be surprised to hear the account which I am about 
to give of a dab of my own oontemporariea, among 
whom I pass two or three hours every evening. This 
I look upon as taking my first nap before I go to bed. 
The truth of it is, I should think myself unjust to j 
posterity, as well as to the society at " The Tmmpet," of/ 
which I am a member, did not I in some part of mj 
writings give an account of the persons oi 
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I hsTe passed almost & sixth part of my time for them 
last forty years. Our club oonsieted originally of 
fifteen ; bat, partly by the severity of Hie law in arbi- 
trary times, sjid partly by the natural effects of old 
Sige, WB are at present redaeed to a third part of that 
nnmber : in which, however, we have this consolation 
that the best company is said to consist of five persons. 
I most confess, besides the aforementioned benefit 
which I meet with in the conversation of this select 
society, I am not the less pleased with the company, 
in that I tiud myself the greatest wit among them, 
and am heard &e their oracle in all points of learning 
and difficulty. 

Sir Jeoflery Notch, who is the oldest of the elnb, 
iias been in possession of the right-hand chair time ont 
of mind, and is the only man among ns that has the 
liberty of stirring the fire. This oar foreman is a 
gentleman of an ancient family, that oune to a great 
estate some years before he had discretion, and nui it 
out in hoonds, horses, and cock-fightiug ; for which 
reason he looks upon himself as an honest, worthy 
gentleman, who has had misfortunes in the world, and 
calls every thriving man a pitiful upstart. 

Major Matchlock is the neit senior, who served in 

the last civil wars, and has all the battles by Iieart. 

He does not think any action in Europe worth talking 

of, since the fight of Uarston Moor ; and every night 

. tells tia of his having been knocked off his horse at tha 
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rising of the London apprentices ; for which he is in 
great esteem among us. 

Honest old Dick Reptile is the third of our society. 
He is a good-natured indolent man, who speaks little 
himself, but laughs at our jokes ; and brings his young 
nephew along with him, a youth of eighteen years old, 
to show him good company, and give him a taste of 
the world. This young fellow sits generally silent; 
but whenever he opens his mouth, or laughs at any- 
thing that passes, he is constantly told by his uncle, 
after a jocular manner, " Ay, ay, Jack, you young men 
think us fools ; but we old men know you are." 

The greatest wit of our company, next to myself, 
is a Bencher, of the neighbouring Inn, who in his 
youth frequented the ordinaries about Charing Cross, 
and pretends to have been intimate with Jack Ogle. 
He has about ten distichs of Hudibras without book, 
and never leaves the club till he has applied them all. 
If any modem wit be mentioned, or any town-frolic 
spoken of, he shakes his head at the dulness of the 
present age, and tells us a story of Jack Ogle. 

For my own part, I am esteemed among them, be- 
cause they see I am something respected by others ; 
though at the same time I understand by their be- 
haviouf , that I am considered by them as a man of a 
great deal of learning, but no knowledge of the world ; 
insomuch, that the Major sometimes, in the height of 
Ills military pride, calls me the philosopher ; and Sir 
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Jeoffeiy, do longer ^o than last niglit, upon a dispute 
what day of tJie mouth it was tlieu in Holland, pulled 
his pipe out (d bie montb, and cried, " What does the 
Scholar say to it f" 

Our club meets precisely at six o'clock in the 
evening; but I did not come last night till half an 
hour after seven, by which means I escaped the battle 
of Kaseby, which the Major usoally begins at about 
three-quarters after aii. I fonnd also, that my good 
friend the Bencher had already spent three of his- 
diBtJchs.^ and only waiting an opportunity te hear a 
sermon spoken of that be might introduce the conplet 
wiere " a stick " rhymes to " ecclesiastic" At my 
entrance into the room, they were itaming a red petti, 
coat and a cloak, by which I found that the Bencher 
had been diverting them with a story of Jack Ogla 

I had no sooner taken my seat, but Sir Jeoffery, to 
show his good will towards me, gave me a pipe of 
his own tobacco, and stirred up the fire. I look upon 
it as a point of morality, to be obliged by thoae who 
endeavour to oblige me ; and therefore, in requital for 
his kindness, and to set the conversation a-going, I 
took the beet occasion I could to put him upon telling 
us the story of old Gantlett, which he always does with 
very particular concern. He traced np his deacent on 
both sides for several generations, describing his diet 
and manner of life, with hie several battles, and par- 
ticularly that in which he iefl. T\nB (SiWo.'CMs!*. ^*». »- 
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gune-oock, upon whose head the kuight, in hia jonth, 
had won fire hundred pounda, imd lost two thonsand. 
This n&tnially set the Hajor npon Qm uooont of 
Edge-hill fight, and ended in s dnel of Jaek Oglo'o. 

Old Beptile was extremelj attentire to all tliat was 
said, thoogh it waa the same he had heard every night 
for these twenty years, and upon ail occasions winked 
upon his nephew to mind what passed. 

This may snffice to give the world a taste of onr 
innooent convorsation, which we apnn ont till abont 
ten of the dock, when my maid came with a lantern to 
light me home. I conld not but reflect with myself, 
as I was going ont, npon the talkative hnmonr of old 
men, add the little figure which that part of life makes 
in one who cannot employ this natural propensi^ in dis- 
conrses which would make him venerable. I mnat own, 
it makes me very melancholy in company, when I hear 
a young man begin a story ; and have often observed, 
that one of a [|uart«r of an honr long in a man of 
fire-and-twenty, gathers circumstances every time he 
tells it, till it grows into a long Canterbury tale of two 
honrs by that time be is three-score. 

The only way of avoiding snoh a trifling and frivo- 
lous old age is to lay np in onr way to it such stores 
of knowledge and observation as may make us useful 
and agreeable in our declining years. The mind of 
man in a long life will become a magazine of wisdom 
o/- falJr, anrf wi'JI consequently discharge itself in 
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something impertinent or improving. For which 
reason, as there is nothing more ridiculous than an old 
trifling story-teller, so there is nothing more venerable 
than one who has turned his experience to the enter- 
tainment and advantage of mankind. 

In short, we, who are in the last stage of life, and, 
are apt to indulge ourselves in talk, ought to consider 
if what we speak be worth being heard, and endeavour 
to make our discourse like that of Nestor, which 
Homer compares to the flowing of honey for its sweet. 



1 am afraid I shall be thought guilty of this excess 
I am sneaking of, when I cannot conclude without 
observing that Milton certainly thought of this passage 
in Homer, when, in his description of an eloquent 
spirit, he says— 

4 

** HiB tongue dropped manxia.** 
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XYI— A VERY PRETTY POET. 

WUCi Cbffee-h&use, April 24. 

I YESTERDAY came hither about two hours before the 
company generally make their appearance, willi a 
design to read over all the newspapers ; but, upon my 
sitting down, I was accosted by Ned Softly, who saw 
me from a comer in the other end of the room, where I 
found he had been writing something. " Mr. Bicker- 
staff," says he, " I observe by a late paper of yours, that 
you and I are just of a humour ; for you must know, 
of all impertinences, there is nothing which I so much 
hate as news. I never read a gazette in my life ; and 
never trouble my head about our armies, whether they 
win or lose, or in what part of the world they lie en- 
camped." Withoift giving me time to reply, he drew a 
paper of verses out of his pocket, telling me, " that he 
had something which would entertain me more agree- 
ably, and that he would desire my judgment upon 
every line, for that we had time enough before us till 
the company came in." 

•Ned Softly is a very pretty poet, and a great admirer 
of easy lines. Waller is his favourite: and as that 
admirable writer has the best and worst verses of any 
among our great English poets, Ned Softly has got all 
the bad ones without book, which he repeats upon oc- 
caaion, to show Mb reading, and garnish his conversa 




A. TEST FKETTT POET. 10& 

tion. "SeA \a indeed a tme llnglish i-eader, incapable 
of relishing the great and mastorlj strokes of this art ; 
but wonderful!; pleased with the little Gothio orna- 
ments of epigrammatical conceita, turns, points, and 
([nibbles, which are so freqnent in the most admired of 
-our Snglish poets, and practised by those who want 
genins and strength to represent, after the manner of 
the ancients, simplicity in its natural beanty and per- 
fection. 

rinding myself unavoidably engaged in such a con- 
versation, I was resolved to turn my pain into a pleasure 
snd to divert myself as well as I could with so very 
«ddafellow. "Toumust understand," says Ned, "that 
the sonnet I am going to read to yon was written upon 
a lady, who showed me some verses of her own making, 
and is, perhaps, the best poet of our age. Bnt yon 
shall hear it." 

Upon which he began to read as follows : 

-'TO MIRA, ON HER INCOMPARABLE POEHS. 
1. 

" When dresaed in laurel wreaths you shine, 
And tFUne your soft melodioiu nates, 

Tou seem a sister of the Nine. 
0[ Fbcebus' self in petticoats 
2. 

" I (anoy, when your bodb you ung, 
Tour BOOK yon liag with ao moj^ uX, 
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Your pen was plucked from Cupid's wing; 
For, ah 1 it wounds me like his dart." 

" Why/' says I, " this is a little nosegay of conceits,, 
a very lump of salt : every verse has something in it 
that piqaes ; and then the dart in the last line is cer. 
tainly as pretty a sting in the tail of an epigram, for s& 
I think you critics call it, as ever entered into the 
thought of a poet." **Dear Mr. Biekerstaff," says he,, 
shaking me by the hand, ^* everybody knows you to be 
a judge of these things ; and, to tell you trnly, I read 
over Roscommon's translation of Horace's 'Art of 
Poetry * three several times before I sat down to write 
the sonnet which I have shown you. But you shall 
hear it again, and pray observe every line of it ; for 
not one of them shall pass without your approbation. 

" ' When dressed in laurel wreaths you shine,' 

'* That is,'* says he, " when you have your garland 
on ; when you are writing verses." To which I replied, 
" I know your meaning : a metaphor ! " ** The same," 
said he, and went on. 

" 'And tune your soft melodious notes,* 

"Pray observe the gliding of that verse; there is 
scarce a consonant in it : I took care to make it run 
opoji liqaidB. Give me your opinion of it." " Truly,'* 
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■aid I, " I think it fta good as tie former." " I am 
very glad to hew yon say ao," says he ; " but mind the 
next 

'"'Tou aeema oster ot the Nines 

" That is," says he, " yon seem a eister of the MiiacB ; 
for, if yon look into ancient authors, yon will find it 
was their opinion that there were nine of them." "I 
remember it Tery well," aaid I ; " but pray proceed." 

" ' Or Ph<abui' self in pettiooata, ' 

" PhoBbn^" says he, " waa the god of Poetry. Theep 
litQe instances, ISx. Biokentafi, show a gentleman's 
reading. Then to take off from the air of learning, 
which Fhcebna and the Unsee had given to this first 
stanza, yon may obserre, how it falls all of a sudden 
int« the fuoiliar ; ' in petticoats I ' 

" ' Or Fhcebna' self in pettiooati.' " 

" Let as now," says I, " enter npon the second stanza i 
I find the first line is still a continnatiou of the melA- 
pbor. 

" ' I fancy when your nng you sing,' ' 

" It is Tery right," says he ; " but pray observe the 
torn of words in those two lines. I was a whole hour 
In adjnstjng of them, and have still a donbt npon me 
whether in tiie second line it shonUL Vw.'Xwa wie% 
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yoii sing ; or, Yon sing your song P ' Yon shall hear 
them both : 

" * I fancy, when your Bong you sing, 

Your song you sing with so much art,' 
or, 

** * I fancy, when your song yon sing, 

You sing your song with so much art."* 

** Truly," said I, " the tnm is so natural either way, 
that you have made me almost giddy with it." *' Dear 
sir," said he, grasping me by the hand, ** you have a 
great deal of patience ; but pray what do you think of 
the next verse ? 



« ( 



Your pen was plucked from Cupid's wing.* '* 



" Think ! " says 1 ; " I think you have made Oupid 
look like a little goose." "That was my meaning," 
says he : ''I think the ridicule is well enough hit off. 
But we come now to the last, which sums up the whole 
matter. 

" ' For, ah I it wounds me like his dart.' 

" Fray how do you like that Ah ! doth it not make a 

pretty figure in that place ? Ah ! it looks as if I 

felt the dart, and cried out at being pricked with it. 

" ' For, ah ! it wounds me like his dart.' 

"-Sff- friend Dick Easy," eoutiiiued he, " assured me. 
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lie would rather liave written that Ah ! than to have 
been the author of the ^neid. He indeed objected, 
tha1^ I made Mira's pen like a quill in one of the lilies, 

and like a dart in the other. But as to that " 

" Oh ! as to that," says I, " it is but supposing Cupid 
to be like a porcupine, and his quills and darts will be 
the same thing." He was goiftg to embrace me for 
the hint ; but half a dozen critics coming into the room, 
whose faces he did not like, he conveyed the sonnet 
into ids pocket, and whispered me in the ear, "he 
would show it me again as soon as his man had written 
it over fair." 



fhnn my ovn AparlmaU, J-ant 3S. ' 
Havino lately turned my thoughts upon the con- 
Bidention of the behaviour of parents to children in 
the great affair of marriage, I t«olc much delight in 
taming over a bundle of letters which a gentleman's 
steward in the country had sent me some time ago. 
Tliis pared is a collection of letters written by tlie 
children of the family to which he belongs to their 
fatiier, and contain all the little passBges of their livw, 
and the new ideas they received aa the years advanced. 
There is in them an account of their diversions as well 
as their exercises ; and what I thought very romarkabU 
is. that two sons of the family, who now make con- 
siderable figures in the world, gave omens of that sort 
of oharacter which they now bear in the first rudiments 
of thought which they show in their letters. Wer* 
one to point out a method of education, one could no^ 
methinks, frame one more pleasing or improving than 
this ; where the children get a habit of eommonicating 
their thoughts and inclinations to their best friend 
vith so mnch freedom, that he can form schemes for 
their future life and conduct from an obaervation of 
tlicir tempers ; and by that means be early enough in 
ohooBwg their way of life, to make them forward in 
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^3ome art or science at an age when othei^s have not 
determined what profession to follow. As to the 
persons concerned in this packet I am speaking of, 
they have given great proofs of the force of this con- 
4act of their father in the effect it has upon their lives 
,«nd manners. The elder, who is a scholar, showed 
from his infancy a propensity to polite studies, and has 
made a suitable progress in literature ; but his learning 
is so well woven into his mind, that from the impres- 
sions of it, he seems rather to have contracted a habit 
-of life than manner of discourse. To his books he 
seems to owe a good economy in his affairs, and a com- 
placency in his manners, though in others that way of 
education has commonly a quite different effect/ The 
epistles of the other son are full of accounts of what 
he thought most remarkable in his reading. He* sends 
his father for news the last noble story he had read. 
I observe he is particularly touched with the conduct 
of Oodms, who plotted his own death, because the 
oracle had said, if he were not killed, the enemy should 
prevail over his country. Many other incidents in his 
little letters give omens of a soul capable of generous 
undertakings ; and what makes it the more particular 
is, that this gentleman had, in the present war, the 
honour and happiness of doing an action for which 
only it was worth coming into the world. Their 
father is the most intimate friend they have ; and they 
idways consult him rather than any other ^ ^V^sj^ ^is^ 
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error lias happened in their conduct throngn youth and 
inadvertency. The behavioi^ of this gentleman to his 
sons has made his life pass away with the pleasures of 
a second youth ; for as the vexatioils which men receive 
from their children hasten the approach of age, and 
double the force of years ; so the comforts which they 
reap from them, are balm to all other sorrows, and dis- 
appoint the injuries of time. Parents of children 
repeat their lives in their offspring ; and their concern 
for them is so near, that they feel all their sufferings 
and enjoyments as much as if they regarded their 
own proper persons. But it is generally so far other- 
wise, that the common race of 'squires in this kingdom 
use their sons as persons that are waiting only for 
their funerals, and spies upon their health and happi- 
ness ; tis indeed they are, by their own making them 
such. In cases where a man takes the liberty after 
this manner to reprehend others, it is commonly said. 
Let him look at home. I am sorry to own it ; but there 
is one branch of the house of the Bickerstaffs who 
have been as erroneous in their conduct this way as 
any other family whatsoever. The head of this branch 
is now in town, and has brought up with him his son 
and daughter, who are all the children he has, in order 
to be put some way into the world, and» see fashions. 
They are both very ill-bred cubs; and having lived 
together from their infancy, without knowledge of 
the distinctions and decencies that are proper to be- 
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paid to each other's ses, they squabble like two 
brothers. The father ia one of those who knows no 
better than that all pleasure ia debanchery, and 
imag^ines, when he sees a man become his estate, that 
be will certainly Rpend it. This branch are a people 
who never had anioDg them one man eminent either for 
good or ill ! however, have all along kept their heads just 
above water, not by a prudent and regular economy, bnt 
by expedients in the' matches they hare mnde in to their 
honM. When one of the family has in the pnrsnit of 
foxes, and in the entertainment of clowns, run out the 
third part of the value of his estate, such a spendthrift 
lias dressed np his eldest son, and married what they 
call a good fortune : who has supported the father as 
II tyrant over them during his life, in the same honse 
or neighbourhood. The son, in succession, has just 
tiiken the same method to keep up his dignity, till the 
mortgagee he has ate and drank himself inte have 
rednced him to the necessity of sacrificing his eon also, 
in imitation of his progenit-or. This had been for 
many generations, the whole that had happened in the 
family of Sam BickerstaS, till the time of my present 
cousin Somnel, the father of the young people we have 
just now spoken of. 

Samuel Bickerstafi, esquire, is ho happy as that by 
several legacies from distant relations, deathe of 
maiden sist«rs, and other instances of good fortune, he 
has besides his real estate, a great snm. of Tead.'j ^q,isv&^ . 
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His Bon at the same tjnke knows he haa b. good fortane, 
which the father cannot alienate ; though he strives to 
make him beliere he depends only on kis wiU for 
inaintenanoe. Tom is now in his niueteeuth year. 
Hrs. Marj in her fifteenth. Constn Samnel, who 
tmderstands no one point of good hehftTionr 
regards all the rest of the world, is an eiact cr 
the dress, the motion, the looks, and gestures, of his 
children. That adds to thoir miaery ia, that he 
ezcesaiTelj fond of them, and the greatest part of their 
lime is spent in the presence of this nice obserrer. Their 
life is one of eontinned constraint. The girl never tarns 
her head, bnt she is warned not to follow the . prond 
minxes of the town. The boy iH not to turn fop, or bo 
qnarrelsome, at the same time not to take an aflronb 
I had the good fortune to dine with him to-day, and 
heard his fatherly table-talk as we sat at dinner, which, 
if my memory does not fail me, for the benefit of the 
world, I shall set down as he spoke it; which was 
mnch as follows, and may be of great nae to thosn 
parents who seem to make it a role, that their children's 
turn to enjoy the world is not to commence till tbej 
themselves have left it. 

" Now, Tom, I have bonght yon chambers in the 
inns of conrt. I allow yon to take a walk onoa or 
twice a day ronnd the garden. If yon mind yonr 
bnninees, you need not stody to be as great a lawyer as 
C/rie upon Littleton. I have that that will keep yon ; 
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Init be sure jon keep an exact acconnt of yonr linen. 
Write down what yon give ont to your laundress, and 
what she brings home again. Qo as little as possible 
to the other end of the town ; but if you do, come home 
'early. I believe I was as sharp as you for your years, 
and I had my hat snatched off my head coming home 
late at a stop by St. Clement's church, and I do not 
know from that day to this who took it. I do not 
•care if you learn to fence a little ; for I would not 
have you made a fool of. Let me have an aocount of 
everything, every post; I am willing to be at that 
charge, and I think you need not spare your pains. 
As for yon, daughter Molly, do not mind one word 
ihai is said to you in London, for it is only for your 
money." 




XTECr— BIOKBRSTAFT CENSOR :-OASBS 
IN COURT. 

Frait tay ovm Apartment, Deetmber 0. 
Theke is nothing gives a man greater BatiefactioD 
than the sense of haring despatched a great deal of 
basiness, especially wlieu it tnma to the pnbiic emolu- 
ment. I have mnch pleasure of this kind npou my 
Hpirita at present, occasioned by the fatigue of afEaira 
wfaioh I went through last Saturday. It is some 
time since I set apart that day for eiaitiining the 
pretenaiona of seTeral who had applied to me for canes, 
perspective glasses, snuff-boxes, orange-flower-waters, 
and the like ornaments of life. In order to adjust this 
matter, I had before directed Charles Lillie of Beanfort 
Buildings to prepare a g:reat bundle of blank licenses 
in the following words ; 

" Ton are hereby required to permit the bearer of 
this cane to pass and repass throngn the atreeta and 
suburbs of London, or any place within ten miles of it, 
without let or moleetation. provided that he does not 
walk with it under his arm, brandish it in the air, or 
hang it on a button : in which case it shall be forfeited ; 
and I hereby declare it forfeited, to any one who shall 
think it safe to take it from him. 

"ISA^C BICEBBSTAIT." 
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The same form, difEering only in the provisos, will 
serve for a perspective, snuff-box, or perfumed hand- 
kercliief. I had placed myself in my elbow-chair at 
the. upper end of my great parlour, having ordered 
Charles Lillie to take his place upon a joint stool, with 
a writing-desk before him. John Morphew also took 
his station at the door; I having, for his good and 
faithful services, appointed him my chamber-keeper 
upon court days. He let me know that there were a 
great number attending without. Upon which I 
ordered him" to give notice, that I did not intend to sit 
upon snuff-boxes that day; but that those who 
appeared for canes might enter. The first presented 
me with the following petition, which I ordered Mr. 
Lillie to read. 

"10 ISAAC BICK^BSTAFF, ESQUIBE, CENSOS OF 

GREAT BBITAIN. 

** The humble petition of Simon Teippit, 

" Showeth, 

" That your petitioner having been bred up to a cane 
from his youth, it is now become as necessary to him 
as any other of his limbs. 

" That, a great part of his behaviour depending upon 
it, he should be reduced to the utmost necessities if he 
should lose the use of it. 

^* That the knocking of it upon his shoe, leaning one 
leg upon it, or whistling with it on his mouthy are auisk 




great reliefs io htm in oonTeraation, that he does ncit 
know bow to be good company wjtbont it. 

" Tliat lie is at present engaged in an amour, and 
mnet despair of anccoBB if it be taken from him. 

" Yonr petitioner, therefore, hopes, tliftt the premiBes 
tenderly considered, jonr Worship will not deprive 
him of so useful and bo necessary a support. 

" And your petitioner shall ever, etc." 

Upon the hearing of his eaae, I was touched with 
some compassion, and the more so, when, npon obserr- 
inghim nearer, Ifound he was a prig. I hade him pro- 
duce his cane in court, which he had left at the door. 
He did BO, and I finding it to be Tory eurionsl; clouded 
with a transparent amber head, and a bine riband to 
hang upon his wrist, I immediately ordered my clerk 
Lillie to lay it np, and deliver out to him a plain joint 
headed with walnnt ; and then, in order to wean him 
from it by degrees, permitted him to wear it three days 
in a week, and to abate proportionably till he found 
himself able to go alone. 

The second who appeared came limping into the 
court ; and setting forth in his petition many pretences 
for the use of a cane, Z caused them to be examined 
one by one, bnt finding him in different stories, and 
confronting h'*" with several witnesses who had seen 
him walk upright, I ordered Mr. Lillie to take in hia 
oon^ *nd rejected his petition as frivolous. 
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A third made hia entty with great difficulty, leoQing- 
upon a slight stick, and in danger of falling eTuj 
step he took. I saw the weakness of his hams ; and 
I hade him leave his eane, and gave him a 
new pair of crutches, wiiJi which be went off in 
great vigour (ind alacrity. This gentleman waa suc- 
ceeded bj another, who seemed very much pleased 
while his petition was reading, in which he had repre- 
sented. That he was extremely afflicted with the gout. 
and set hia foot npon the ground witb the canlion and 
dignity which accompany that distempeF. I snspected 
him for an impostor, and, having ordered him to be 
searched, I committed him into the hauda of Dootor 
Thomas Smith in King Street, my own com-cntter. 
who attended in an outward room : and wrought so 
speedy a core npon him, that I thought fit to aend him 
alao away without his cane. 

WLite I was thns dispenaii^ jnstice, I heard a, noiiM» 
in my ontward room) and inquiring w^t was the 
occasion of it, my door-keeper told me, that they hod 
taken one np in the very fact as he was paatting by my 
door. They immediately brought in a lively freah- 
colonred young man, who made great reaistance with 
hand and foot, but did not offer to make use of his 
cane, which hung upon his fifth button. Upon ei- 
amination, I found him to he an Oxford scholar whi> 
WM jnst entered at the Temple. He at first disputed 
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the jiirisdiction of the court ; but, being driyen out of 
his little law and logic, he told me very pertly, " that 
he looked upon such a perpendicular creature as man 
ix) make a rery imperfect figure without a cane in his 
hand. It is well known," says he, " we ought, accord- 
ing to the natural situation of our bodies, to walk upon 
our hands and feet: and that the wisdom of the 
ancients had described man to be an animal of four 
legs in the morning, two at noon, and three at night ; 
by which they intimated that a cane might very 
properly become part of us in some period of life." 
Upon which I asked him, whether he wore it at his 
breast to have it in readiness when that period should 
Arrive. My young lawyer immediately told me, he 
had a property in. it, and a right to hang it where he 
pleased, and to make use of it as he thought fit, pro- 
vided that he did not break the peace with it; and 
further said, that he never took it off his button, unless 
it were to lift it up at a coachman, hold it over the 
head of a drawer, point out the circumstances of a 
story, or for other services of the like nature, that are 
all within the laws of the land. I did not care for dis- 
«coitraging a young man, who, I saw, would come to 
^ood; and, because his heart was set upon his new 
purchase, I only ordered him to wear it about his neck, 
instead of hanging it upon his button, and so dis- 
missed him. 
There were several appeared in court, whose pre- 





tenuoiiB I found to be Tery good, and, therefore, gaT» 
them theif lieenees npon paying their feea; as many 
others had tlieir licenaea renewed, irko required more 
time for recovery of their lameness than. I had before 
allowed them. 

Having despatched this eet of my petititionere, 
there came in a well-dreeeed man with a glass tube in 
one hand, and his petition in the other. Upon his 
entering the room, he threw back the right aide of his 
wig, pnt forward his right leg, and advancing the 
glass to bis right eye, aimed it directly at me. In the 
meanwhile, to make my observations also, I put on 
my spectacles, in which posture we surveyed each 
other for some time. Upon the removal of our glasses ' 
I desired him to read his petition, which he did very 
promptly and easily; though at the same time it set 
forth that he eonid see nothing distinctly, and was 
within very few degrees of being utterly blind, con- 
eludings with a prayer that he might be permitted to 
strangthen and extend his sight by a glass. In answer 
to this I told him he might sometimee extend it to his 
own destniction. " As you are now," said I, " yon are 
oat of the reach of beauty, the shafts of the finest eyes 
lose their force before they can come at you ; yon can- 
not distinguish a Toast from an orange- wench; yon can 
see a whole circle of beanly withont any interrup- 
tion from an impertinent face to discompose you. In 
short, what are snares for others " T&i ■^|^'C-«swbc 
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would hoar no more, but told me very serionslj, " Mr. 
Bickent&ff, foa quite taietake jonr man ; it is the joj, 
the pleaBure, the employmeiit, of m; life to frequent 
public aseembliea, and gue upon the fair." In a word, 
I found his use of a glasB was itccBsioned' bj no other 
infirmity than bis vanity, and was not so much de- 
signed to make bim see, as to make bim be seen and 
distuiguisbed by others. I therefore refused him a 
license for a perepectire, but allowed him a pair of 
spectacles, with full permission to use them in any 
public assembly as be should tbiuk fit He was 
followed by so very few of this order of men that I 
have reason to hope this sort of cheats are almost 

The orange-flower-men appeared nest with petitions 
perfumed so strongly with mnsk, that I was almost 
overcome wiUk the scent; and for my owa sake was 
obliged forthwith to license their handkerchiefs, 
especially when I found they had sweetened tbem at 
Charles Lillie's, and that some ot their persons would 
not be altogetlier inoSensive without ihem. John 
Morphew, whom I hare made the general of my dead 
men, acquainted me that the petitioners were all ot 
that order, and could produce certificates to prore it 
if I required it. I was so well pleased with this way 
of embalming themselTee that I commanded the aboTO' 
said Morphew to give it in his orders to his whole 
arm^, that every one, who did not surrender himself 




BiCKiiBSTAFS' cesaoR. 123 



to be disposed ot bj tbe Dpholden, sboold nae the suns 
method to keep himself sweet during his present atftt« 
tit putrefaction. 

I finished mj eession with great content of mind, 
reflecting njion the good I had done ; for, howeTor 
slightlj men may regard these particularities, " and 
little follies in dress and behaviour, they lead to 
greater evils. The hearing to he laughed at for sneh 
singularities, teaches us insensibly an ini|>ertiu0nt 
fortitude, and enables ns to bear pqhiic censure for 
tbjngs which more sabstantially deserve it.'' By this 
means they open a gate t« folly, and oftentimes render 
a man so ridionlons, as discredit his virtues and 
capacities, and nnqnalify them from doing any good in 
the world. Besides, the giving into uncommon liabits 
of this natni'e is a want of that Enmble deference 
which is dne to mankind, and, what is wor^t <d all, 
the certain indication of some secret flaw in the mind 
-iif the person that commits them. When I was & 
yoni^ man, I remember a gentlenukn of great integrity 
and worth, was very remarkable for wearing a broad 
belt, and a hanger instead of a fasbionable sword, 
though in aU other pointa a very wtll-bred man. I 
snRpeeted him at first sight to have something wrong 
in bim, bnt was not able for a long time to dis- 
eoTcr any collateral proofs of it. I watched him 
narrowly for six-and-thirty years, when at last, to the 
snrpriso of eTerybody but myt«i\i, ■«>«> >i»&. 'ViM^t 



Sheer LwiK, DnwmierSL 
As %oaa as I had pUeed myself in my otair of judica- 
ture, I ordered my clerk, Mr. Lillie, to read to tlie 
assembly, who were gathered together according to 
notice, a certain declaration, by way of charge, to open 
the pnrpose of my session, which tended only to this- 
explanation, that aa other conrte were often called to 
denuutd the execntion of peraona dead in law ; bo this 
was held to give the last orders relating to those who 
are dead in reason. The solicitor of the new Company 
of Upholders, near the Saymarket, appeared in behalf 
of that useful society, and brought in an accusation of 
a yonug woman, who herself stood at the bar befori' 
me. Mr. Lillie read her indictment, which was in 
substance, " That, whereas Mra. Rebecca Pindnst, of 
the parish of Saint Martiu-in-the-Fielde, had, by tlic 
use of one inatmment called a looking-glass, and hy 
the further use of certain attire, made either uf 
cambrio, muslin, or other linen wares, upon her head. 
attained to such an eril art and magical force in the 
motion of her eyes and turn of her eount^nanee, that 
she the said Rebecca had put to death several young men 
of the said parish; and that the said yonng men bad 
acknowledged in certain papers, commonly called loye- 
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letters, whicli were produced in court, gilded on tlie 
'Cffgea, and sealed lozfh if fo/rticular aiax, with certaiu 
AmorODB and euchanting worda wrought upon tiie 
said Bcala, that they died for the said Bebeccu : 
«nd, whereas the said Bebe«ca persisted in the said 
■evil practice ; thia way o£ life the s«id society ooii- 
sfjTiod to be, according tx> former edicts, a state of 
death, and demanded an older for the intenuent of the 
«aid Rebecca." 

I looked upon the maid with great humauity, and 
deeired lici to make answer to what was said against 
her. She said, " It was indeed true, that she had 
practised all the artsand meajis she could, to dispeso 
■of herseK happily in marriage, bnt thought she did not 
come nnder the censure expressed in my writings for 
"the same ; and humbly hoped I would not condemn ber 
for the ignorance of her accusers, who, according to 
their own words, had rather represented her killing 
than dead," She further alleged, " That the es- 
preseiona mentioned in the papers written to her 
were become mere words, and that she had been always 
Tettdf to marry any of those who said they died for 
Ler; bnt that they made their escape, as soon as 
they found themselves pitied or believed." She ended 
her discourse by desiring I would for the future settle 
the meaning of the words " I die," in letters of love. 

Mrs. Pindust behaved herself with such an air of 
innocence, that she easily gained cteitV, «.n'S. -«»» 
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acquitted. Upon which occaj^ion I gave it as a standing 
rule, " That any person, who in any letter, billet, or 
discourse, should toll a woman he died for her, should, 
if she pleased, be obliged i)0 live with her, or be imrne- 
diately interred upon such their own confessions 
without bail or mainprize." 

It happened that the very next who was brought 
before me was one of her admirers, who was indicted 
upon that very head. A letter, which he acknow- 
ledged to be his own hand, was read, in which wore 
the following words, " Cruel creature, I die for you." 
It was observable that he took snuff all the time hi» 
accusation was reading. I asked him, '* how he ciime 
to use these words, if he were not a dead man ? " He 
told me, " he was in love with the lady, and did not 
know any other way of telling her so ; and tliat all his 
acquaintance took the same method." Though I was 
moved with compassion towards him, by reason of the 
weakness of his parts, yet for example sake I was 
forced to answer, " Your senfonce shall be a warning 
to all the rest of your companions, not to tell lies for 
want of wit." Upon this, he began to beat his snuff- 
box with a very saucy air; and opening it again,, 
** Faith, Isaac," said he, " thou art a very unaccount- 
able old fellow — Pr'ythee, who gave thee the power of 
life and death? What hast thou to do with ladies 
and lovers? I suppose thou wouldst have a man 
jf>e in company with his mistiefts, wid say nothing to 
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ker. Doat tbon call breaking & jest telling a lie? 
Ha! is that thj wiadom, old aiiffbaok, tut f" He was 
f(omg on with this insipid commonplace mirth, some- 
tlmee opening bis box, sometimea shutting it, then 
viewing the picture on the lid, and then the workman- 
ship of the hinge, when, in the midst oi his eloquence, 
I ordered bis box to be tftken from bim ; tipon which 
he was inunediatolj stmck speechless, and carried off 
stone dead- 

The next who appeared was a hale old fellow of 
eiiiy. He was brought in hj his relations, who desired 
leave to bnxy him. Upon requiring a distinct account 
of the jaisoner, a credible witness deposed, "that he 
always rose at ten of the clock, plajed with hia cat till 
twelve, smoked tobacco till one, was at dinner till two, 
then took anotlier pipe, played at backgammon till 
eii, talked of one Madame Fiances, an old mistress of 
his, lill eight, repeated the same accoont at the tavern 
till ten, then retomed home, took the other pipe, and 
tiien to bed." I asked him, " what he had to ssj for 
himself P" — "As to what," Stod he, "they mention 
concerning Madame Frances " 

Z did not care for hearing a Canterbury tale, and, 
therefore, tbonght myself seasonably intemipt«d hy a 
yoong gentleman, who appeared in ^e behalf of the 
old man, and prayed an arrest of judgment ; " for that 
he, the said young man, held certain lauds by hie the 
wid old man's life." Upon this, the aalioitoi i^i-C^a 
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Upbolders took an occasion to demand him also^ and 
thereupon produced several evidences that witnessed to 
his life and conversation. It appeared that each of 
them divided their hours in matters of equal moment 
and importance to themselves and to the public. They 
rose at the same hour : while the old man was playing 
with his cat, the young one was looking out of his win- 
dow; while the old man was smoking his pipe, the 
young man was rubbing his teeth; while one was at 
dinner, the other was dressing ; while one was at back, 
gammon, the other was at dinner ; while the old fellow 
was talking of Madame Frances, the young one was 
either at play, or toasting women whom he never con- 
versed with. The only difference was, that the young 
man had never been good for anything ; the old man 
a man of worth before he knew Madame Frances. 
Upon the whole, I ordered them to be both interred 
together, with inscriptions proper to their characters, 
signifying, that the old man died in the year 1689, and 
was buried in the year 1709; and oVer the young ono 
it was said, that he departed this world in the twenty- 
fifth year of his death. 

The next class of criminals were authors in prose 
and verse. Those of them who had produced any still- 
bom work were immediately dismissed to their burial, 
and were followed by others, who notwithstanding 
some sprightly issue in their lifetime, had given 
proofs of their death, by some posthumous children, 
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that bore no resemblance to tlieir elder brethren. As 
for those who were the fathers of a mixed progeny, 
provided always they could prove the last to be a live 
child, they escaped with life, bnt npt without loss of 
limbs ; for, in this case, I was satisfied with amputa- 
tion of the parts which were mortified. 

These were followed by a great crowd of super- 
annuated benchers of the Inns of Court, senior fellows 
of colleges, and defunct statesmen: all whom I ordered 
to be decimated indifferently, allowing the rest a re- 
prieve for one year, with a promise of a free pardon in 
case of resuscitation. 

There were still great multitudes to be examined ; 
but, finding it very late, I adjourned the court, not 
without the secret pleasure that I had done my duty, 
and furnished out a handsome execution. 



Haymarket, December 28. 

Whereas the gentleman that behaved himself in a 
very disobedient and obstinate manner at his late trial 
in Sheer Lane on the twentieth instant, and was car- 
ried off dead upon taking away of his snuff-box, remains 
still unburied ; the company of Upholders, not knowing- 
otherwise how they should be paid, have taken liiji 
goods in execntion to defray t\\e e\\a.T%fe Qjl>Kv^\:«sssst:^s- 
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His said eBenta are to be exposed to sale by onctioD, 
at their office in the Hajnuu-ket, on the fonrtb of 
Januarj next, and are aa follow: — 

A Terj rich tweexer-case, containing twelve iiiaim> 
ments for the use of each hour in the daj. 

Pour poande of ecent-ed annfi, with three gilt snoff- 
boiee ; one of them with Ml invisible hinge, and a 
looking-glass in the lid. 

Two more of ivory, with the portrutnres on their 
lids of two ladies of the town ; the originals to be seen 
everj' night in the side-boses of tlie jilayhonse. 

A Bword with b, steel diamond hilt, never drawn bnt 
once at May-fair. 

Six clean packs of cards, a quart of orange-flower- 
wator. a pair of French scissors, a toothpick-caee, and 
an eyebrow brush. 

A lai^ glaes-case, containing the linen and clothes 
of the deceased; among which are, two embroidered 
suite, a pocket perspective, a dozen pair of red-heded 
tkoet, three pair of red tilk iteckings, and an amber- 
headed cane. 

The strong box of the deceased, wherein were fonnd 
five billet-donx, a Bafb shilling, a crooted sixpence, 
a silk garter, a lock of hair, and three broken fans. 

A press for books ; containing on the npper shelf — 

Three bottles of diet-drink. 

Two boxes of pills. 

A ajringe, and otlipr luHtUeiiuttical instramonts. 
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On the second shelf are several miscellaneous works, as 
Lampoons. 
Plays. 

TaOors' bills. 
And an almanack for the year seventeen hundred. 

On the third shelf — 

A bundle of letters unopened, indorsed, in the linml 
of the deceased, " Letters from the old Gentleman." 

Lessons for the flute. 

Toland's " Christianity not mysterious ; " and a 
paper filled with patterns of several fashionable stuffs. 

On the lowest shelf — 
One shoe. 

A pair of snuffers. 

A Erench grammar. 

A mourning hat-band ; and half a bottle of usque> 
baugh. 

There will be added to these goods, to make a com> 
plete auction, a collection of gold snuff-boxes and 
clouded canes, which are to continue in fashion for 
three months after the sale. 

The whole are to be set up and prized by Charles 
Bubbleboy, who is to open the auction with a speech. 

I find I am so very unhappy, t\v«A., ^\v\\fe \ «ss^\s^is^ 
in correcting the folly and vie© ol wve> ^^'*-'» ^«^ssc&s 
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exorbitances break oat in the other. I have not 
thoroughly examined their new fashioned petticoats, 
but shall set aside one day in the next week for that 
purpose. The following petition on this subject was 
presented to me this morning : — 



« 



The humble petition of William Jingle, Coach-maker 
and Chair-maker, of the Liberty of Westminster : 



" TO ISAAC BICKBESTAFF, BSQUIBE, CBNSOB OF 

aB^BAT BBITAIN: 
'* Showeth, 
** That upon the late invention of Mrs. Catharine 
Cross-stitch, mantua-maker, the petticoats of ladies 
were too wide for entering into a^y coaah or chair, 
which was in use before the said invention. 

" That for the service of the said ladies, your 
petitioner has built a round chair, in the form of a 
lantern, six yards and a half in circumference, with a 
stool in the centre of it : the said vehicle being so con- 
trived, as to receive the passenger by opening in two 
in the middle, and closing mathematically when she is 
seated. 

" That your petitioner has also invented a coach for 
the reception of one lady only, who is to be let in at 
the top. 
"That the said coach has been tried by a lady's 
n^oman in one of these full peit\co«Aia^ 'wVo -^^^.^ Yi^V, 



1 
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down from a balcony, and drawn np agaia Vj pulleys, 
to tho great satisfactioii of her iadj, and all who 
beheld her. 

" Tour petitioner, therefore, most hnmbly prays, 
tliat for the enoonr^femeitt of ingenuity and useful 
isTentions, he may be heard before yon Jiaas sentence 
upon the petticoate aforesaid. 

" And your petitioner," Ac. 

I hare likewise received a female petition, signed 
by several thonsanda, praying that I would not any 
htnger defer giving judgment in the case of the petti- 
coat, many of them having put off the making new 
clothes, till such tame as they know what verdict will 
pass npon it, I do, therefore, hereby certify to all 
whom it may concern, that I do design to set apart 
Tneaday next for the final determination of that 
matter, having already ordered a jury of matrons to 
be impannelLed, for the clearing ap of any difficult 
points that may arise in the trial. 



*** Being informed that several dead men in ud 
about Uiis city do keep ont of the way and abscond, 
for fear of being bnried ; and being willing to lesinte 
their interment, in consideration of their families, and 
in hopes of their amendment, I ahaU. alki^ Vnssi^tvsiSiBA. 
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privileged places, where they may appear to one 
^aether, without cansing any let or molestation to the 
living, or receiving any, in their own persons, from the 
company of Upholderd. Between the hours of seven 
and nine in the morning, they may appear in safety at 
Saint James's coffee-house, or at White's, if they do 
not keep their beds, which is more proper for men in 
their condition. From nine to eleven I allow them 
to walk from Story's to Rosamond's pond in the 
Park or in any other public Valks which are not f re- ■ 
quented by the living at that time. Between eleven 
and three they are to vanish, and keep out of sight till 
three in the afternoon, at which time they may go to 
Change till five ; and then, if they please, divert them- 
selves at the Haymarket, or Drury Lane until the play 
begins. It is further granted in favour of these 
persons, that they may be received at any table, where 
there are more present than seven in number : provided 
that they do not take upon them to talk, judge, com- 
mend, or find fault with any speech, action, or be- 
haviour of the living. In which case it shall be lawful 
to seize their persons at any place or hour whatsoever, 
and to convey their bodies to the next imdertaker's ; 
Anything in this advertisement to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 
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SheeT'LanCi January 4. 

TffE court being prepared for proceeding on the cause 
of the petticoat, I gave orders to bring in a criminal, 
who was taken up as she went out of the puppet-show 
about three nights ago, and was now standing in the 
street, with a great concourse of people about her. 
Word was brought mo that she had endeavoured twice 
or thrice to come in, but could not do it by reason of 
her petticoat, which was too large for the entrance of 
mj house, though I had ordered both the folding-doors 
to be thrown open for its reception. Upon this, I 
desired the jury of matrons, who stood at my right 
hand, to inform themselves whether there were any 
private reasons why she might not make her ap- 
pearance separate from her petticoat. This was 
managed with great discretion, and had such an 
•effect, that upon the return of the verdict from the 
bench of matrons, I issued out an order forthwith, 
''' that the criminal should be stripped of her encum- 
brances till she became little enough to enter my 
house.** I had before given directions for an engine 
of several legs that could contract or open itself like 
the top of an umbrella, in order to place the petticoat 
upon it, by which means I might take a leisurely survey 
of it, as it should appear in its proper dimensions: 
This was all done accordingly; and forthwith, upon 
the closing of the engine, tba "^i\,\ft.«i^^'w^\s«ss^s^^ 
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into court. 1 then directed the machine to be set upon 
the table and dilated in such a manner as to show the 
garment in its utmost circumference; but my great 
hall was too narrow for the experiment ; for before it 
was half unfolded, it described so immoderate a circle^ 
that the lower part of it brushed upon my face as I sat 
in my chair of judicature. I then inquired for the 
person that belonged to the petticoat ; and to my great 
surprise, was directed to a very beautiful young damsel, 
with so pretty a face and shape, that I bid her come 
out of the crowd, and seated her upon a little crock at 
my left hand. *' My pretty maid," said I, " do you own 
yourself to have been the inhabitant of the garment 
before us ? '* The girl, I found, had good sense, and 
told me with a smile, that, " notwithstanding it was- 
her own petticoat, she should be very glad to see an 
example made of it ; and that she wore it for no other 
reason, but that she liad a mind to look as big and 
burly as other persons of her quality ; that she had kept 
out of it as long as she could, and till she began to 
appear little in the eyes of her acquaintance ; that, if 
she laid it aside, people would think she was not made 
like other women." I always give great allowances tO' 
the fair sex upon account of the fashion, and, there- 
fore, was not displeased with the defence of the pretty^ 
criminal. I then ordered the vest whicli stood before 
us to be drawn up by a pulley to the top of my grdat 
/la/J, and afterwards to be spread o^^n. by the engine it 
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was placed upou, in such a manner, that it formed a 
very splendid and ample canopy over our heads, and 
<50vered the whole court of judicature with a kind of 
■silken rotunda, in its form not unlike the cupola of 
St. Paul's. I entered upon the whole cause with great 
satisfaction as I sat under the shadow of it. 

Tlio counsel for the petticoat were now called in, and 
-ordered to produce what they had to say against the 
popular cry which was raised against it. They 
answered the objections with great strength and so- 
lidity of argument, and expatiated in very florid 
harangues, which they did not ail to set off and 
:f urbelow, if I may be allowed the metaphor, with many 
periodical sentences and turns of oratory. The chief 
arguments for their client were taken, first, from the 
^eat benefit that might arise to our woollen manu- 
factory from this invention, which was cajlculated as 
follows. The common petticoat has not above four 
yards in the circumference; whereas this over our 
heads had more in the semi-diameter; so that, by 
allowing it twenty-four yards in the circumference, 
the five millions of woollen petticoats, which, according 
4o Sir William Petty, supposing what ought to be 
supposed in a well-governed state, that all petticoats 
are made of that stuff, would amount to thirty millions 
of those of the ancient mode : a prodigious improve- 
ment of the woollen trade ! and what could not fail to 
sink ^ha power of France in & ie^w ^«^t^. 
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To introduce the second argument, thej begged leay& 
to read a petition of the ropemakers, wherein it was. 
represented, " that the demand for cords, and the pric& 
of them, were much risen since this fashion came up." 
At this, all the company who were present lifted up 
their eyes into the vault ; and I must confess, we did 
discover many traces of cordage, which were inter- 
woven in the stiffening of the drapery. 

A third argument was founded upon a petition of 
the Greenland trade, which likewise represented the 
great consumption of whalebone which would b& 
occasioned by the present fashion, and the benefit 
which would thereby accrue to that branch of the^ 
British trade. 

To conclude, they gently touched upon the weight 
and unwieldiness of the garment, which they insinuated 
might be of great use. 

These arguments would have wrought very muck 
upon me, as I then told the company in a long and 
elaborate discourse, had I not considered the great and 
additional expense which such fashions would bring 
upon fathers and husbands; and, therefore, by no> 
means to be thought of till some years after a peace. 
I further urged, that it would be a prejudice to the 
ladies themselves, who could never expect to have any 
money in the pocket if they laid out so much on the 
petticoat 
At the same time, in aaiswex \» V3afe ae^«wiJL^\k^w5& 
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produced on that side, I shoT^ed one subscribed by the 
women of several persons of quality, humbly setting- 
forth, " that, since the introduction of this mode, their 
respective ladies had, instead of bestowing on them 
their cast gowns, cut them into shreds, and mixed them 
with th& cordage and buckram, to complete the stiffen- 
ing of their under petticoats." For which, and sundry 
other reasons, I pronounced the petticoat a forfeiture ; 
but to show that I did not make that judgment for the 
sakov of filthy lucre, I ordered it to be folded up, and 
.sent it as a present to a widow-gentlewoman who has 
five daughters, desiring she would make each of them 
a petticoat out of it, and send me back the remainder, 
which I design to cut into stomachers, caps, facings of 
my waistcoat-sleeves, and other garnitures suitable to 
my age and quality. 

I would not be understood that, while I discard this 
monstrous invention, I am an enemy to the proper 
ornaments of the fair sex. On the contrary, as the 
hand of nature has poured on them such a profusion of 
charms and graces, and sent them into the World more 
«miable and finished than the rest of her works ; so I 
would have them bestow upon themselves all the 
additional beauties that art can supply them with, 
provided it does not interfere with disguise, or pervert 
those of nature. 

I consider woman as a beautiful roTCASi;^<(i.%sKcs^36^^^^c^^ 
may be adorned with iurs mA I'saJQiaRiX^* ^^fesa^i^ "«»: 
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diamonds, ores aod silks. The Ijnx shall cast its akin 
at her feet to make her a tippet ; the peacock, parrot, 
and swan shall paj contrihntiona to her muff ; the sea 
shall be searched for shells, and the rocks for gems ; 
and ererj part of nature f nmish out its sliare towards 
the embellishmeat of a creature that b the most con- 
summate work of it. All this I shall indulge thsm in i 
bnt aa for the petticoat I hare been speaking of, I 
neither can nor will allow it. 




XrX.— OP MEN WHO ARE NOT THEIR 
OWN MASTERS. 

ftum my mm Apartment, June 2. 
I BATS received a letter which accosea me of par- 
tiality in tbe adniiiiistration of the censorahip ; and 
says, that I hare been very free with the lower part of 
mankind, hnt extremely cautious ill T«<preseDtation9 of 
matters nhich concern men of condition. This corre- 
spondent takes upon him also to say, the npholslerer 
was not undone by turning politician, bnt became 
bankrupt bj trusting hia goods to persona of quality ; 
and demands of me, that I slionld do justice upon such 
as brought poverty and distTess upon the world below 
them, while they themsclv(>s wore sunk in pleasures 
and lamry, supported at the eipense of those very 
persons whom they treated with a negligence, as if 
they did not know whether they dealt with them or 
not. This is a very heavy accnsation, both of me and 
such as the man aggrieved accuses me of tolerating. 
For this reaion, I resolved to take this matter into 
oottaiileTation ; and, upon very little meditation, could 
call to my memory many instances which made this 
oouplaint far from being groundless. The root of 
this evil does not always proceed frotn injustice in the 
men of figure, but often ftom & i«.\Be ^troAssoi Vww»- 
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they t-ako upon them in being nnacqnainted with their 
own business ; not considering how mean a part they 
act when their names and characters are subjected to 
the little arts of their servants and dependants. The 
overseers of the poor are a people who have no gfreat 
reputation for the discharge of their trust, but 'are 
much less scandalous than the overseers of the rich. 
Ask a young fellow of a great estate, who was that 
odd fellow that spoke to him in a public place P he 
answers, " one that does my business." It is, with 
many, a natural consequence of being a man of for< 
tune, that they are not to understand the disposal of 
it ; and they long to come to their estates, only to put 
themselves under new guardianship. Nay, I have 
known a young fellow, who was regularly bred an 
attorney, and was a" very expert one till he had an 
estate fallen to him. The moment that happened, 
he, who could before prove the next land he oast his 
eye upon his own ; and was so sharp, that a man at 
first sight would give him a small sum for a general 
receipt, whether he owed him anything or not ; such a 
one, I say, have I seen, upon coming to an estate, forget 
all his diffidence of mankind, and become the most 
manageable thing breathing. He immediately wanted 
a stirring man to take upon him his affairs ; to receive 
and pay, and do everything which he himself was now 
too fine a gentleman to understand. It is pleasant to 
<^on8ider, that be who would have got an estate^ had he 
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mot come to oue, will certainly starve because one fell 
to him ; bnt such contradictiona are we to onrselves. 
and anj chau^ of life is inanpportable to some 
natures. 

It is a mistaken wnse of eaperioritj to believe a 
figure, or equipage, givee men precedence to Ibeir 
neighbours. Nothing can create respect from man- 
kind, bnt laying obligations npontliem; and it may 
very reasonably be concluded, that it it were put into 
a due balance, according to the true state of the ao- 
-count, many who believe themselves in possession of a 
large share of dignity in the world, must give place to 
their inferiors. The greatest of all distinctions in civil 
life is that of debtor and creditor; and there needs no 
great progress in logic to know which, in that case, is 
ihe advantageous side. He who can say to another, 
"Pray, master," or "pray, my lord, give me my own," 
'Can as justly tell bim, '' It is a fautaatical distinction 
yon take upon yon, to pretend to pass upon the world 
ior my master or lord, when, at tlie same time that I 
wear your livery, you owe mo wages ; or, while I wait 
at your door, yon are ashamed to see me till you have 
pud my bill." 

The good old way among the gentry of England to 
maintain their pre-eminence over the lower rank, was 
tiy their bonittj, munificence, and hospitatitj ; and it 
is a veiy unhappy change, if at present, by themselTeB 
or their agents, tiie luinry of the g«iitirs i& wi^j^fstftwb- 
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by the credit of the trader. This is what my corre- 
spondent pretends to prove out of his own books, and 
those of his whole neighbourhood. He has the con- 
fidence to say, that there is a mug-house near Long 
Acre, where you may erery evening hear an exaci 
account of distresses of this kind. One complains, 
that such a lady's finery is the occasion that his own 
wife and daughter appear so long in the same gown. 
Another, that all the furniture of her visiting apart- 
ment are no more hers than the scenery of a play are 
the proper goods of the actress. Nay, at the lower- 
end of the same table, you may hear a butcher and a. 
poulterer say, that, at their proper charge, all that^ 
family has been maintained since they last came to< 
town. 

The free manner in which people of fashion are- 
discoursed (m at such meetings is but a just reproach 
for their failures in this kind; but the melancholy 
relations of the great necessities tradesmen are driven- 
to, who support their credit in spite of the faithless- 
promises which are made them, and the abatement 
which they suffer when paid by the extortion of upper 
servants, is what would stop the most thoughtless man 
in the career of his pleasures, if rightly represented to* 
him. 

If this matf/cr be not very speedily amended, I shall 

think fit to print exact lists of all persons who are not- 

«^ tieir own disposal, though abo^^ luiaa ^^^^^ <ii. t^^OLty- 
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one ; and sa the trader ia made banlcmpt for absence 
from his abode, so shall the gentleman for being' at 
liome, if, when Ur. Morphew calls, be cacmot give him 
an eiaot aooonnt of what passes in his own family. 
Aiter thia fair warning, no one onght to think himself 
haidlj dealt with, if I take upon me te pronounce hiiu 
no longer master of his estate, wife, or family, than he 
eontinaes to improve, cherish, and maintain them upon 
the basb of his own property, without incursions upon 
his neighhonr in any of these particulars. 

According to that excellent pbilosoplier Epictefus 
we are all but acting parte in a play ; and it is not a 
distinction in itself to he high or low, but to become the 
parts we are to perform. I am, by my office, prompter 
on this occasion, and shall give those ivbo are a little 
out in their parts such soft hints as way lielp them to 
proceed, without letting it be known to the audiencit 
they were out; but if thej ran quite out of character, 
they must be called off the st^e, and receive partH- 
more suitable to their genius. Servile compliusaucc 
shall degrade a man from his honour and quality, and 
haughtiness be yet more debased. Fortune shall no 
longer appropriate distinctions, but nature direct ns in 
the dispoeition both of respect and discomitenance. 
As there are tempers made for command and others 
for obedience, so there are men bom for acquiring 
possessions, and others incapable of being other than 
mere lodgers in the honaea of fb^t ancft^Bxa, a.-e.^^^aisf 
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it not in their very composition to be proprietors of 
anything. These men are moved only by .the mere 
eifects of impulse : their good- will and disesteem are 
to be regarded equally, for neither is the effect of their 
judgment. This loose temper is that which makes a 
man, what Sallust so well remarks to happen frequently 
in the same person, to be covetous of what is another^ 
and profuse of what is his own. This sort of men is 
usually amiable to ordinary eyes ; but, in the sight of 
reason, nothing is laudable but what is guided by 
reason. The covetous prodigal is of all others the 
worst man in society. • If he would but take timo to 
look into himself, he would find his soul all over 
gashed with broken vows and promises; and his re- 
trospect on his actions would not consist of reflections 
upon those good resolutions after mature thought^ 
which are the true life of a reasonable creature, but 
the nauseous memory of imperfect pleasures, idb 
dreams, and occasional amusements. To follow such 
dissatisfying pursuits is it possible to suffer the ig- 
nominy of being imjust? I remember in Tully's 
Epistle, in the recommendation of a man to an affair 
which had no manner of relation to money, it is said, 
** You may trust him, for he is a frugal man." It is 
certain, he who has not a regard to strict justice in 
the commerce of life, can be capable of no good action 
in any other kind ; but he who lives below his income, 
/ajv up every moment of life armour against a base 
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world, -that will cover all his frailties while* he is so 
fortified, and exaggerate them when he is naked and 
defenceless. 

Advertisement. 

*#♦ A stage-coach sets ont exactly at six from 
Kando's coffee-house to Mr. Tiptoe's dancing-school, 
and retnms at eleven every evening, for one shilling 
and four-pence. 

N.B. — Dancing shoes, not exceeding four inches 
hoight in the he^, and periwigs, not exceeding three 
f e<*.t in length, are carried in the coach-box gratis. 
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XX.— FALSE DOCTORING. 

From my own Apartmentf October 20. 

I DO not remember that in any of my lucubrations I 
have touched upon that useful science of physic, not- 
withstanding I haye declared myself more than once a 
professor of it. I have indeed joined the study of 
astrology with it, because I never knew a physician 
recommend himself to the public who had not a sist/er 
art to embellish his knowledge in medicine. It has 
been commonly observed, in compliment to the in- 
genious of our profession, that Apollo was god of 
verse as well as physic ; and in all ages, the most cele- 
brated practitioners of our country were the particular 
favourites- of the Muses. Poetry to physic is indeed 
like the gilding to a pill ; it makes the art shine, and 
covers the severity of the doctor with the agreeableness 
of the companion. 

The very foundation of poetry is good sense, if we 
may allow Horace to be a judge of the art. 

" Scribendi recU sapere est et principium etfons,*' 

HOB. ABS POET. 309. 

** Such judgment is the ground of writing well." 

BOSCOMMON. 

And if so, we have reason to believe that the same man 
wAo writee well can prescribe 'well,!^ "Vv^ \\aa %.Y^\\ftd 
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|]imself to the study of both. Besides, when vve see a 
mail making profession of two different sciei.oes, it is 
iiatnral for ns to believe he is no pretender in that 
which we are not judges of, when we find him skilful 
in that which we understand. 

Ordinary quacks and charlatans are thoroughly 
sensible how necessary it is to support themselves by 
these collateral assistances, and therefore always lay 
their claim to some supernumerary accomplishments, 
which are wholly foreign to their profession. 

About twenty years ago, it was impossible to walk 
the streets without having an advertisement thrust 
into your hand, of a doctor " who was arrived at the 
knowledge of the * Green and Red Dragon,' and had 
discovered the female fern-seed." Nobody ever knew 
what this meant ; but the " Green and Red Dragon " 
so amused the people, that the doctor lived very 
comfortably upon them. About the same time there 
was pasted a very hard word upon every comer of 
the streets. This, to the best of my remembrance, was 

TETBACHYMAGOOON, , 

which drew great shoals of spectators about it, who 
read the bill that it introduced with unspeakable 
curiosity ; and when they were sick, would have nobody 
but this learned man for their physician. 

I once received an advertisement of one " who had 
studied tbirtj years by c«a!a\«>-\\^\» l^t Siwi. ^^^^ ^ 
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his conntrymen." He might have studied twice as 
long by daylight and never hare been taken notice 
of. But elucubrations cannot be over- valued. There 
are some who have gained themselves great reputation 
for physic by their birth, as the " seventh son of a 
seventh son," and others by not being bom at all, as 
the unborn doctor, who I hear is lately gone the way 
of his patients, having died worth five hundred pounds 
per annum, though he was not bom to a halfpenny. 

My ingenious friend. Doctor Saffold, succeeded my 
old contemporary, Doctor Lilly, in the studies both of 
physic and astrology, to which he added that of 
poetry, as was to be seen both upon the sign where 
he lived, and in the pills which he distributed. He 
was succeeded by Doctor Case, who erased the verses 
of his predecessor out of the sign-post, and sub- 
stituted in their stead two of his own, which were as 
follow : — 

•* Within thifi place 
IdveB Doctor Case." 

He is said to have got more by this distich than 
Mr. Dryden did by all his works. There would be no 
end of enumerating the several imaginary perfections 
and xmaccountable artifices by which this tribe of men 
ensnare the minds of the vulgar and gain crowds of 
admirers. I have seen the whole front of a mounte- 
bank's stage, from one end to t\ift ci^^«t, It*,^^ ^tbk 
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patents, certificitas, medals, and Rreat seals, by which 
the Beveral princea of Enrope tiave testilied their 
partreolar respect and esteem for the doctor. Every 
great man with a sonnditag title has been his patieut. 
I heliere I have eeen twenty mountebanks that haTi* 
jjiven physic to the Gsar of Muscovy. The Gre'a' 
Dnke of Tnscany escapes no better. The Elector of 
Brandenburg was likewise a very good patient. 

This great condescension of the doctor draws upnii 
him much good-will from his audience; and it is h-ii 
to one bnt if any of them be troubled with an achi>ii^' 
tooth, his ambition will prompt him to get it dravni i'\ 
a person who has had so many princes, kings, aud 
emperors onder his hands. 

I mnst not leave this snbjeot without observing tbni.. 
as physicians are apt to deal in poetry, apothecarir- 
endeavonr to recommend themselves by oratory, ami 
are therefore, without eontioversy, the most eloquent 
persons in the whole British nation. I would nor 
willingly diseonrage any of the arts, especially that «f 
which I am ui hnmblo professor ; bnt I must confes.. 
for the good of my native country, I coald wish there 
might be a snepenMon of physic for some years, that 
oar kingdom, which has been so much exhaosted by 
the wars, might have leave to recruit itself. 

As for myself, the only physic which has brought 
me safe to almost the age of man. and whicli I 
prescribe to all my frienda, is k^M^Ku^iiiRn. T!\i-»"->* 




eertBiBlj the beat physic for prevention, and rery often 
the moat effectual against a present diBt«mper. In 
short, my recipe ia " Take nothing'." 

Were the body politic to be physicked like particular 
persons, I should Yentare to prescribe to it aft«r the 
aiune manner. I remember when onr whole island was 
shaken nith an earthquake some years ago, there w&a 
an impudent mountebank who sold pills, which, se he 
told the country people, were i," very good against an 
E;arthqiiake."j It may, perhaps, be thought as absurd 
to proscribe a diet for the aUaytng popular commo- 
tions and national ferments. But I am verily per- 
suaded that if in such a case a whole people were to 
enter into a course of abstinence, and eat nothing but 
water-gruel for a fortnight, it would abate the rage 
and animosity of partiea, and not a little contribnts 
to tJie cure of a distracted nation. Such a fast 
would have a natural tendency to the prooaring of 
those ends, for which a fast is usually pTodaimed. If 
any man has a mind to enter on such a voluntary ab- 
stinence, it might not be improper to g^ve him the 
caution of Pythagoras in particnlar, Abetine i faint, 
"Abatuu from beans," that is, say the interpreters, 
" Meddle not with elections," beans having been made 
nse of by tbe voters among the Athenians in the choice 
of magistrates. 
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XXT.— DBINKINa 

From my own Apartment, October 23. 

A METHOD of spending one's time agreeably is a 
thing so little studied, that the' common amusement 
of our young gentlemen, especially of such as are at 
a distance from those of the first breeding, is Brinks 
ing. This wa^ of entertainment has custom on its 
side ; but as much as it has prevailed, I believe there 
have been very few companies that have been guilty 
of excess this way, where there have not happened 
more accidents which make against than for the con- 
tinuance of it. It is very common that events arise 
from a debauch which are fatal, and always such as 
are disagreeable. With all a man's reason and good 
sense about him, his tongue is apt to utter things out 
of mere gaiety of heart, which may displease his best 
friends. Who then would trust himself to the power 
of wine without saying more against it, than that it 
raises the imagination and depresses the judgment? 
Were there only this single consideration, that we are 
less masters of ourselves when we drink in the least 
proportion above the exigencies of thirst, I say, were 
this all that could be objected, it were sufficient to 
make us abhor this vice. But we may go on to sa)% 
that M he who drinks Wt & \\\X\ft \& wr^ ^^^^vk^ v^ 




liiniHiilf, ao he who drinks much is a slave to himself. 
Ax for my part, I ever esteemed a dmnluinl of all 
vii-ione persons the most Ticions: for if onr actions 
;ire to be weighed and considered accordiuj; to the 
lutnntion of them, what caimot we think of him, who 
pul-s himself into a circumstance wherein he can have 
no intention at all, bnt incapacitates himself for the 
duties and offices of life by a SQapension of all his 
f aeulties ? If a man considered that he caimot, under 
the oppression of drink, be a friend, a gentleman, a 
master, or a subject ; that he has so long banished 
himself from all that is dear, and given op all that 
is sacred to him: he would even then think of a 
debauch with horror. But when he looks still fnr- 
tlier and acknowledges that he is not only expelled 
out of all the relations of life, but also liable to oCeud 
against tliem all ; what words can express the terror 
and detestation ha would have of such a condition P 
And yet bo owns all this of himself who says he was 
dmuk last night. 

As I have all along persisted in it, that all the 
vicious in general are in a state of death ; so I think 
I may add to the non-existence of dronkards, that 
they died by their own hands. He b certainly as 
guilty of suicide who perishes by a slow, as he thai 
is despatched by an immediate, poison. In my last 
i'lcubration I proposed the general nse ct water- 
^rael, and hinted that it might not be amiss at this 
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very seaaon. Bnt aa there are iome wboee iwaaH, in 
regftrd to theii families, will noi admit of delay, I have 
used my interest in several wards of tlie oitj, that the 
wholMome restorative above-meationed may be given 
in tavern kitchens to all the momiitg draughtsmen 
within the walls when thnj call for wine before noon. 
For a further reBtraint and mark npop aueh persona, 
I have ^ven orders, that in all the offices where 
policies are drawn npon lives, it shall be added to the 
articla which prohibits that the nominee should cross 
the sea, the words, " Provided also, tliat the above- 
mentioned A.B. shall not drinle before dinner during 
the term mentioned in this indenture." 

I am not without hopes, that by this method I shall 
bring some nnsizable friends of mine into shape and 
breadth, as well as others, who are languid and oon- 
eomptivOj into health and vigonr. Most of the self- 
mnrderera whom I jet hinted at are such as preserve a 
certain r^pilaritj in taking their poison, and make it 
mix prettf well with their food. Bnt the most con- 
spicnons of those who destroy themselves, are sncb as 
in th^ youth fall into this sort of debauchery ; and 
contract a eeitain uneasiness of spirit, which is not 
to be diverted but by tippling as often as they can 
fall into company in the day, and conclude with down- 
right dmnkeuness at night. These gentlemen never 
know the satisfaction of youth, but skip the years of 
manhood, and are decrepit soon sit^T tV«^ bs% ^ 




age. I was god&ther to one of tbese old fellows. He 
is now three-and-thirty, which is the grand climacteric 
of a joong dmntard. I went to visit the crazy 
wretch this morning, with no other purpose bnt to 
rally him under the piun and uneasiness of Iwing 

Bnt as onr faults are double when Uiey affect 
others besides ourselves, eo this vice is still more 
odious in a msiried than a single man. He that U 
the fanaband of a woman of honour, and comes home 
overloaded with wine, is still more contemptible in 
proportion to the regard we have to'tlie unhappy 
eonaort of his bestiality. The imagination cannot 
shape to itself anything more monstrous and nnnatmal 
than the familiarities between dmiikenness and chastity. 
The wretched Afltr»a, who is the perfection of beanty 
and innocence, has long been thus condemned for life. 
The romantic tales of virgins devoted t« the jawa of 
monsters, have nothing in them eo terrible aa the gilt 
at Aatrtea to that Bacchanal 




XKir.— NIGHT AOT) DAT. 

Frcrm my otm Apartment, Deamber IS- 
AM old friend of mine being lately come to town, I 
went to see li^m on Tnesd&y kat about eight o'clock in 
the OTening. with a design to ait with him an hoar or 
two and talk orer old atoriea ; bnt, upon inquiring 
xitar him, his eeirant told me he was jost gone ia bed. 
The next morning, as soon aa I was up and dreased, 
and had deepatohed a little business, I came again to 
ray friend's houee about eleven o'clock, with a design 
to renew my visit : bnt, npon asking for him, his 
serruit told me he was jnst Hat down to dinner. In 
ahori;, I found that my old-fashioned friend religionsly 
adhered to tiie example of his forefathers, and observed 
the same honrs that had been kept in the family ever 
since the Gonqnest. 

It is very plain that the night wss mnch longer 
formerly in this island than it is at present. Bj the 
night, I mean that portion of time which Nature has 
thrown into darkness, and which the wisdom of man- 
kind had formerly dedicated to rest and silence. This 
used to begin at eight o'clock in the evening, and 
conclude at six in the morning. The onrfew, or eight 
o'clock bell, was the signal thronghont the nation for 
putting out their candles and ginug te \i«&. 
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Our grandmothers, thongli they were wont to sit up 
the last in the family, were all of them fast asleep at 
the same hours that their daughters are busy at crimp 
and basset. Modem statesmen are concerting schemes, 
and engaged in the depth of politics, at the time when 
their forefathers were laid down quietly to rest and 
had nothing in their heads but dreams. As we have 
thus thrown business and pleasure into the hours of 
rest, and by that means made the natural night but 
half as long as it should be, we are forced to piece it 
out with a great part of the morning; so that near 
two-thirds of the nation lie fast asleep for seyeral 
hours in broad day-light. Tliis irregularity is grown 
so very fashionable at present, that there is scarcely a 
lady of quality in Great Britain that ever saw the sun 
rise. And, if the humour increases in proportion to 
what it has done of late years, it is not impossible but 
our children may hear the bell-man goiqg about th& 
streets at nine o'clock in the morning, ^and the watch 
making their rounds till eleven. This unaccountable 
disposition in mankind to continue awake in the night 
and sleep in sunshine, has made me inquire, whether 
the same change of inclination has happened to any 
other animals ? For this reason, I desired a friend of 
mine in the country to let me know whether the lark 
rises as early as he did formerly ; and whether the 
cock hegiji8 to crow at his usual hour ? My friend haa 
Answered me, " that bis poxiltry «tfe «i^ t^^vjXwx %&. «^<Bt^ 
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and that all the birds and the beasts of his neighbour- 
hood keep thA same hours that they have observed in 
the memory of man ; and the same which in all proba- 
bility they have kept for these five thousand years.'* 

If yoQ would see the innovations that have been 
made among us in this particular, you may only look 
into the hours of colleges, where they stiU dine at 
eleven, and sup at six« which were doubtless the hours 
of the whole nation at the time when those places were 
founded. But at present, the courts of justice &re 
scarce opened in Westminster Hall at the time when 
William Buf us used to go to dinner in it. All busi- 
ness is driven forward. The landmarks of our fathers, 
if I may so call them, are removed, and planted farther 
np into the day; insomuch, that I am afraid on r clergy 
will be obliged, if they expect full congregations, not 
to look any more upon ten o'clock in the momiitg as » 
canonical hour. In my own memory, the dinner has 
crept by degrees from twelve o'clock to three, and 
where it will fix nobody knows. 

I have sometimes thought to draw up a memorial in 
the behalf of Supper against Dinner, setting forth, 
that the said Dinner has made several encroachments 
npon the said Supper, and entered very far upon liis 
frontiers; that he ha^ banished him out of several 
families, and in all has driven him from his head- 
quarters, and forced him to make his retre«.t v^sifs "^-V^ 
hoars of midnight ; and, in aViotV.., >2>Qaiv» \ife V^ "^'^^^ 
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dan^r of being eotirelj coof uimded and lost In (t break- 
fast. Those who have read Laci&u, and seen the com- 
plaimta of the letter T Eigalnst S, apon account of muij 
injories and nBarpations of the same nature, will no^ I 
believe, thick anch a memorial forced and nnnatnnL 
If dinner has been thus postponed, or, if you please, kept 
back from time to time, jonmay be sure that it has been 
in compliance with the other basiuees of the day, and tliat 
supper has still obaerred a proportionable distance. 
There is a venerable proverb nhioh we have all of ns 
heard in our infuicj, of " putting the children to bed, 
and laying the goose to the fire." This was 6ne of the 
jocular sBTinga of our forefathers, bat may be properiy 
used in the literal sense at present. Who wonld not 
wonder at this perverted relish of those who are 
reckoned the most polite part of mankind, that prefer 
sea-coals and caudles to the son, and eicbange so maoy 
cheerfnl morning honrs, for the pleasures of midnight 
revels and debancbes F If a man was only to consnlt 
his health, be would choose to live his whole time, if 
possible, in dnyliffht, and to retire out of tlie world into 
silence and sleep, while the raw damps and nnwhole- 
some vapours fly abroad, withont a son to dispej^, 
moderate, or control tbem. For my own part, I value 
no bonr in the morning as much as common libertines 
do an hour at midnight. When I find myself 
awakened into being, and perceive my life renewed 
within me, and at the same time see the whole face of 




natoFe rocovpred out of the dark nncomforfable state 
in which it lay for sereral hours, my heart, overfiomi 
with such secret sentimenta of joy and gralitnde, as 
are a kind of implicit praise to the great Author of 
Nafiire. The mind, in these early seaaons of the day, 
is 80 refreshed in all its faculties, and borne up with 
aneli new supplies of animal spirits, that she finds 
herself in a state of yonth, espeeiallj when she is 
entertained with the breR.fh of flowers, the melsdy 
of birds, the dews that hang upon the plauts, and 
all those other eweeto of nature that are peculiar to 
the morning. 

Xt is impossible for a man to have this relish of 
being, this exquisite tast^ of life, who does not come 
into the world before it is in all its noise and httrry ; 
who loses the rising of the sun, the still hours of the 
day, and, immediately npon his first getting up 
plnnges MmBelf into the onUnary cares or follies of 
the world. 

I shall conclude this paper with Hilton's inimitable 
description of Adam's awakeniug his Ere in Paradise, 
which indeed would have been a place as little delight- 
ful as ft barren beath or desert to those who slept in it. 
The fondness of the posture in which Adam is repre- 
sented, and the softness of bis whisper, are passages 
in this divine poem that are above all commendation. 
and rather to be admired than praised. 
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Ncnr Horn, her roa; ittps In the eu(eni olim^ 
Advfendng, lowed the earth with orient pcftrl« 
When Adam waked, bo customed ; for hli sleep 
Waa air; light from pm^ digestion bred, 
And temperate yapoun blud ; whioh the only ■omid 
Of leaves and fuming riUs, Anrore'g fan, 
lightly diApened, and the shrill matin song 
Of bizxls on everj bough ; so much the more 
His wonder was to find unwakened Eve, 
With treuet diicomiKiaed, and glowing cheek. 
As through unquiet rest. He on his side 
Ijeoning half-raised, with looks of cordial love. 
Hung over her enamoured, and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether wakii^ or asleep, 
Shot forth peculiar gnOBi. Then, with voiee 
Hild aa when Zephynu an Flora breathes. 
Her hand eeft touching, whispered thus : " Awiko, 
My fairest, my espoused, my latest found. 
Heaven's last, best gift, my ever-new delight. 
Awake ; the morning shines, and the^reah field 
Calls Its ; we lose the prime, to mark how sprii^ 
Our tendBil planta, how blows the citrop grove. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 
How Nature paints her eolouis, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet," 

Sneh whispering waked her, bat with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 

"Osoni: in whom my thoughts find all repose. 
Hy glory, my perfection, glad I see 
Thy face, and morn returned. " 
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XXin.-rTWO OLD LADIES. 

From, m,y own ApcMrtment, Decemher 20, 1710. 

It would be a good appendix to " The Art of Living 
and Dying " if any one would write ** The Art of 
growing Old," and teach men to resign tJ^eir pre- 
tensions to the pleasures and gallantries of youth in 
proportion to the alteration they find in themselves by 
the approach of age and infirmities. The infirmities of 
this stage of life would be much fewer if we did not 
affect those which attend the more vigorous and active 
part of our days; but instead of studying to be 
wiser, or being contented with our present follies, the 
ambition of many of us is also to be the same . sort of 
fools we formerly have been. I have often argued, as 
I am a professed lover of women, that our sex grows 
old with a much worse grace than the other does ; aud 
have ever been of opinion that there are more wi^Ii- 
pleased old women than old men. I thought it a good 
reason for this, that the ambition of the fair sox being 
confined to advantageous marriages, or shining in the 
eyes of men, their parts were over sooner, and conse- 
quently the errors in the performance of them. The 
conversation of this evening has not convinced mo of 
the contrary ; for one or two fop-women shall not make 
a balance for the crowd of coxcombs amou^ <yas.'esiVNi^s8»^ 
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diTecBified according to the different pursoifs of 
pleasure and bneiness. 

Bretuming home this eTening, a little before my 
nenal hour, I Boaroe had seated myself in mj eosy- 
«hur, stirred the fire, and stroked mj cat, but I heard 
somebodj come rambling upstairs. I saw taj duor 
i^ieiied, and a human figore adTancing towards me so 
fantastiij&llj pnt together that it was some minntw 
1>efore I discovered it to be mj old and intimate friend 
Sam Tmstj. Immediatelj I rose np, and placed him 
inmjownseat; a compliment I pay to few. Thefirst 
thing he nttered was, " Isaac, fetch me a cap of your 
cherry brandy before you offer to ask any qnestiop." 
He drank a lusty dranght, sat silent for some time, 
and at last broke ont: "I am come," qnoth he, "to '^ 
insult thee for an idd fantastic dotard, aa thou art, in 
ever defending the women. I have this evening 
visited two widows, who are now in that state I have 
often heard you call an ^ter-lif e ; I suppose yon 
mean by it an existence which grows ont of past 
cutertainmenta, and is an untimely delight in tlie 
satisfactions which they once set their hearts npon Ion 
much to be ever able to relinquish. Have but patience," 
coutinned he, " till I give yon a succinct account of 
my ladies and of this night's adventure. They are 
much of an age, bnt very different in their characiers. 
The one of them, with all the advances which years 
iiavo made upon her, goes on in a certein romontio 
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road of loTB tmd f riendflhip, which bIic fell into in her 
teens ; the other h&s tranafarred the amorons passions 
of her Bret jears to the love of croniea, pete, and 
favourites, with which she is alwaja Bnrroanded; bnt 
the genioa of each of them will best sppeur by ih» 
aaeonnt of what happened to me at their honaes. 
Abont fiye this afternoon, being tired with study, tb» 
weather invitiiig, and time lying a little npon my 
hands, I resolved, at the instigation of my evil genias, 
to Tieit them ; their hnsbands having been onr con- 
tamporaries. Tliis I thought I could do witliont mnoh 
trouble ; for both live in the very nest street. I went 
first to my lady Camomile ; and the butler, who had 
lived long in the family, and seen me often in his 
master's time, ushered me very civilly into the parlour, 
and told me, though my lady liad given atriet orders 
to be denied, he was snre I might be admitted, and bid 
the black boy acqo^nt his lady that I was come to 
wait npon her. In the window lay two letters ; one 
broken open, the other fr^sh sealed with a wafer ; the 
first directed to the divine Cosmelia, the second to the 
charming Lncinda; bnt both, by the indented eha- 
Taoters, appeared te have been writ by very unsteady 
hands. Such uncommon addresses increased my 
enriosity, and put me npon asking my old friend tiia 
butler if he knew who those persons were. 'Tory 
well,' saya he ; ' this is from Mrs. Furbish to my lads, 
an old sehool-fellow mi4 g«»i(. ctoais ift.'Wji'^fc'S&^^*'' 
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and this the snawer.' I inquired in what conntj she 
lived. 'Oh, dear!' says ho, 'but jost by, in the 
neighbourhood. Why, she was here aU this mnmlDg, 
and that letter came and was answered within these 
two hours. They have taken an odd fancy, yon must 
know, to call one auother hard names j but, for all 
that, they lore one another hngel;.' By this time the 
boy returned with his lady's humble service t« me, 
desiring I would excuse her; for she could not possibly 
Bee me, nor anybody else, for it was opera-night." 

" Methinks," says I, " snch innocent folly as two 
old women's couriship to each other should rather 
make yon merry than pat you out of humour. "Peace, 
good Isaac," says he, " no intermptiou, I tieseech you. 
I got soon to Mrs. Feeble's. she ttiat was formerly 
Betty Frisk; you must needs remember her; Tom 
Feeble, of Brazen Nose, fell in love with her for her 
fine dancing. Well, Mrs. Ursula, without further 
ceremony, carries me directly up to her mistress's 
chamber, where I found hei^cnvironed by four of the 
most mischievous animals than can ever infest a 
family; an old shock dog with one eye, a monkey 
chained to one side of the chimney, a great grey 
squirrel to the other, and a parrot waddling in the 
middle of the room. However, for awhile all was in 
a profound tranquillity. Upon the mantle-tree, for I 
ain a pretty curious observer, stood a pot of lambative 
eli-etuary, with a stick ot ^(^awcACB, wni Mt».T 'A *, -^ul 
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ot 70Be-irftter, and powder of tatty. Upon the table 
laj » pipe filled with betony and colt's-foot, a roll of 
wu-ondle, a Bilver spitting-pot, and a Seville orat^e. 
The ladf wki placed in a large wicker chair, and her 
feet wrapped ap in flannel, supported by cnshions ; and 
in this attitude— would joa believe it, Isaac P — was 
she reading a romance with spectacles on. The first 
'compliments over, as she was indDstrionsly endeai'onr- 
ing to enter upon conversation, a violent fit of cough- 
ing seized her. This awakened Shock, and in a trico 
the whole room was in an Bproar ; for the dog barked, 
the squirrel squealed, the montej chati^red, the parrot 
screamed, and TJrsuU, to appease them, w&s more 
clamorous than all the rest. You, Isaac, who know 
ho-- anj harsh noise affects my head, ma; guess what 
I suffered from the hideous din of these discordant 
aouuds. At length all was appeased, and qniet re- 
stored ; a chair was drawn for me ; where I was no 
sooner seated, but the parrot fixed his homj beak, as 
sharp as a pair of shears, in one of m j heels, jnst above 
the shoe. I sprang fi-om the place with an unusual 
agility, and so, being within the monkey's reach, he 
»natches off mj new Iwb-wig, and throws it upon two 
apples that were roasting by a snilen sea-coal fire. I 
was nimble enough to^save it from any further damage 
than singeing the fore-top. I put it on; and comjiosing 
myself as well as I could, I drew my chair tanai^da 
the other side of the chimnej. '^%^aiA.'\»&-"^-,'»''**™ 
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as she bad recoyered breath, employed it in making a 
thousand apologies, and, with great eloquence, and a 
numerous train of words, lamented mj misfortune. In 
the middle of her harangue, I felt something scratch- 
ing near my knee, and feeling what it should be, found 
the squirrel had got into my coat-pocket. As I en- 
deaToured to remove him from his burrow, he made 
his teeth meet through the fleshy part of my forefinger.' 
This gave me an unexpressible pain. The Hungary 
water was immediately brought to bathe it, and gold- 
beater's skin applied to stop the blood. The lady 
renewed her excuses; but, being now out of all 
patience, I abruptly took my leaTe, and hobbling down- 
stairs with heedless haste, I set my foot full in a pail 
of water, and down we came to the bottom together." 
Here my friend concluded his narrative, and, with a 
composed countenance, I began to make him compli- 
ments of condolence ; but he started from his chair, 
and said, "Isaac, you may spare your speeches; I 
expect no reply. When I told you this, I knew you 
would laugh at me ; but the next woman that makes 
me ridiculous shall be a young one." 
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XZrV.— MAEIA CALLS IN SHIEE LAKE. 

From my ownApaTlmaii, Jfr/stmbtr, 7. 1709. 
1 WAS very mucli surprised tliia evening with a visit 
from one of the top Toasts of the town, who came 
privatelj in a chair, and bolted into my room, while I 
was reading a chapter of Agrippa upon the occult 
sciences ; but, Ha she ent«red with all the air and 
hloom that nature ever bestowed on woman, I threw 
down the conjurer, and met the eharmer. I had no 
sooner pWed her at mj right hand b; the fire, bat ahe 
opened to me the reason of her visit. " Mr. Bicker- 
staff,'' aaid the fine creature, " I have been your* corre- 
spondent some time, though I never saw yon before ; I 
have written by the name of Maria. Tou have told 
me yon were too far gone in life to think of lore. 
Therefcore, I am answered as tq the passion I apoke of ; 
and," continued ahe, smiling, " I will not stay till yon 
grow young again, aa yon men never fail to do in yoor 
dotage, but am come to conantt yon about disposing of 
' myself to another. My person yon see ; my fortone ia 
very considerable ; but I am at present under much 
perplexity how to act in a great conjuncture. I have 
two lovers, Oraasns and Lorio ; Crassus is prodigionsly 
rich, bnt has no one distinguishing t^^a^V-^ \ H^sto^ik. 
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tbe same time he is not remarkable on the defectiT» 
side. Ixirio has travelled, is well bred, pleae&nt in. 
discaurse, discreet in hia condnct, agreeable in his 
person; and, with all this, he has a oompetenoy of 
fortune without superfluity. When I consider Lorio, 
mj mind is filled with an idea of the great satisfao- 
dons of a pleasant conversation. When I think of 
Orsssus. my equipage, numerous eervahts, gay liveries, 
and various dresses, are opposed to the charms of his 
rival. In a word when I caat my eyes npon Lorio, I 
forget and despise fortune ; when I behold Grassns, I 
think only of pleasing my vanity, and enjoying an un- 
controlled expense in all the pleasures of life, except 
love." She paused here. 

" Madam," said I, " I am confident that yon have 
not stated your case with sincwity, and tliat there is 
some secret pang which yon have concealed from me; 
for I see by yonr aspect the generosity of yonr mind ; 
and that open, ingenuous air lets me know that you 
have too great a sense of the generous passion of love 
to prefer the ostentation of Ufa in the arms of Crasans 
to the entertainments and conveniences of it in the 
company of your .beloved Lorio : for so he is indeed, 
madam ; you speak his name with a different accent 
from the rest of yonr discourse. The idea his image 
raises in you gives new life to your features, and new 
grace to your speech. Nay, blush not, madam ; there 
is no dishonour inloving a man of merit. I assure jon. 
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I am grieved at ihi» dallying with yosraelf, when jon 
pnt another in competition with him, for no other 
reaaon but snporior wealth." — "To 1*11 joa, then." 
said she, " the bottom of mj heart, there ie Clutildii 
lies bj, and plants bei 'olf in the waj of Craasus, and I 
am confidptit will sn i him if I refuse him. I cannot 
bear to tliink that nhi will giiine above me. Wlien 
our coaches meet, 1*. dee her chariot hon); behind with 
fonr footmen, and mine with but two : hers, powdered, 
gay, and saucy, kept ouly for show ; mine, a oonple of 
careful roguea that are good for something ; I own I 
cannot bear that Clotilda should be in all the pride and 
, wantonness of wealth, and I only in the ease aiid 
afflnence of it." 

Here I infermpfed : " Well, madam, now I see your 
whole affliction ; you conld be happy, but that yoa fi^ar 
another would be happier. Or rather, yon conld \ie 
solidly happy, but that another ie to be happy iu 
appearance. This is an evil which yon must get over, 
or never know happiness. We will pnt the case, 
madam, that yon married Grassne, and she Ijorio." 
She answered : " Speak not of it ; I conld tear her eyes 
out at the mention of it." — "Well, then, I pronounce 
Lorio to be the man ; but I must tell yon that what we 
call settling in the world is, in a kind, learing it; and 
yon must at ouoe resolve tA keep your thoughts of 
happiness within the reacli of your fortune, and not 
measure it by comparison with oXkci^;' 
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XXV.— SISTER JENNY AND HER 
HUSBAND. 

From, my own Apartment, October 24. 

Y brother Tranquillus, who is a man of business, 
me to me this morning into my study, and after yerj 
my civil expressions in return for what good offices 
lad done him, told me " he desired to carry his wife, 
f sister, that very morning to his own house." I 
•tdily told him " I would wait upon him " without 
Idng why he was so impatient to rob us of his good 
mpany. He went out of my chamber, and I thought 
3med to have a little heaviness upon him, which gave 
3 some disquiet. Soon after my sister came to me 
th a very matron-like air, and most sedate satis- 
stion in her looks, which spoke her very much at 
se ; but th6 traces of her countenance seemed to dis- 
ver that she had lately been in a passion* and that 
? of content to flow from a certain triumph upon 
me advantage obtained. She no sooner sat down by 
3 but I perceived she was one of those ladies who 
gin to be managers within the time of their being 
ides. Without letting her speak, which I saw she 
d a mighty inclination to do, I said, " Here has been 
ur husband, who tells me he has a mind to go home 
's very morning, and I have consented to it." — " It 
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is well," said she, "for you must know " "Nay, 

Jenny," said I, ** I beg your pardon, for it is you must 
know. You are to understand, that now is the time to 
fix or alienate your husband's heart for ever; and I 
fear you have been a little indiscreet in your expressions 
or behaviour towards him, even here in my house.'* — 
" There has," says she, " been some words ; but I will 
be judged by you if he was not in the wrong ; nay, I 
need not be judged by anybody, for he gave it up him- 
self, and said not a word when he saw me grow 
passionate but, * Madam, you are perfectly in the 

right of it : ' as you shall judge *' ** Nay, madam," 

said I, " I am judge already, and tell you that you are 
perfectly in the wrong of it ; for if it was a matter of 
importance, I know he has better sense than you ; if 
a trifle, you know what I told you on your wedding- 
day, that you were to be above little provocations." 
She knows very well I can be sour upon occasion, 
therefore gave me leave to go on. 

" Sister," said I, " I will not enter into the dispute 
between you, which I find his prudence put an end to 
before it came to extremity ; but charge you to have a 
care of the first quarrel, as you tender your happiness ; 
for then it is that the mind will reflect harshly upon 
every circumstance that has ever passed between you. 
If such an accident is ever to happen, which I hope 
never will, be sure to keep the circumstance before 
jou : make no alluaioiiB to mt\^\» \a ^-afissK^ ^"^^ ^^'^^ 
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elusions referring to wliat is to come ; do not show » 
hoard of matter for dissension in your breast ; bat, if 
it is necessary, lay before him the thing as you under- 
ntand it, candidly, without being ashamed of acknow- 
ledging an error, or proud of being in the right. If 
a young couple be not careful in this point they will 
get into a habit of wrangling ; and when to displease 
is thought of no consequence, to please is always of as 
little moment. There is a play, Jenny, I have formerly 
been at when I was a student ; we got into a dark comer 
with a porringer of brandy, and threw raisins into it, 
then set it on fire. My chamber -fellow and I diverted 
ourselves with the sport of venturing our fingers for 
the raisins ; and the wantonness of the thing was to 
see each other look like a demon, as we burnt ourselves, 
and snatched out the fruit. This fantastical mirth 
was called Snap-Dragon. You may go into many a 
family, where you see the man and wife at this sport : 
every word at their table alludes to some passage be- 
tween themselves; and you see by the paleness and 
emotion in their countenances that it is for your sake 
and not their own that they forbear playing out the 
whole game in burning each other's fingers. In this 
case, the whole purpose of life is inverted, and the am- 
bition turns upon a certain contention, who shall con- 
tradict best, and not upon an inclination to excel in 
kindnesses and good offices. Therefore, dear Jenny, 
remember me, and avoid Sna]^T>ta.SQitLr 
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"Ithtuik yon, bruther," said sbe, " but y on do not 
know how he loves rae ; I find I can do anTthing with 
him." — "If yon cau so, why should you desire to do 
anything but please him P Bnt I hare a word or two 
more before you go ont of the room ; for 1 see yon do 
not like the subject I am upon : let nothing proToke 
you to fall upon an imperfection ho cannot help ; for, 
if be has a resenting spirit, he will think yoor aversion 
as immovable as the imperfection with which yon nji- 
brajd him. But above all, dear Jermy, be careful of 
one thing, and yon wiU be something more than 
woman ; that is. a levity yoa are almost all guilty of, 
wliich is, to take a pleasure in y our power to give 
pain. It is even in a mistress an argument of mean- 
nesB of spirit, but in a wife \\ jp itijiiBti';') an*^ '"— 
gratitu de. When a sensible man once observes this in 
a woman, he must have a very great, or very little, 
spirit to overlook it. A woman ought, therefore, to 
Consider very often how few men there are who will 
ragard a meditated offence as a weakneisB of temper." 

I was going on in my confabulation, when Tran- 
qniUns entered. She cast all her eyes upon him with 
much shame and confosion, mixed with great com* 
pUcenoy and love, and went up to him. He took her 
ia bis aims, and looked so many soft things at one 
glance that I could see he was glad I had been talking 
to her, sorry she had been troubled, and angry at hun.- 
aelf that he could not disgrnse. ftia couRft-ni. ^«l ■«■»».■-=. 
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an hour before. After which he says to me, with an air 
awkward enough, but methought not unbecoming, ** I 
have altered my mind, brother ; we will live upon yon 
a day or two longer." I replied, " That is what I have 
been persuading Jenny to ask of you, but she ia 
resolved never to contradict your inclination, and re> 
fused me." 

We were going on in that way which one^ hardly 
knows how to express ; as when two people mean the 
same thing in a nice case, but come at it by talking as 
distantly from it as they can ; when very opportunely 
came in upon us an honest, inconsiderable fellow, Tim 
Dapper, a gentleman well known to us both. Tim is 
one of those who are very necessary, by being very in- 
considerable. Tim dropped in at an incident when we 
knew not how to fall into either a grave or a merry 
way. My sister took this occasion to make off, and 
Dapper gave us an account of all the company he had 
been in to-day, who was, and who was not at home, 
where he visited. This Tim is the head of a species : 
he is a little out of his element in this town ; but he is 
a relation of TranquiUus, and his neighbour in the 
country, which is the true place of residence for this 
species. The habit of a Dapper, when he is at home, 
is a light broad-doth, with calamanco or red waistcoat 
and breeches; and it is remarkable that their wigs 
seldom hide the collar of their coats. ' They have 
always a peculiar spring in their arms, a wriggle in 



BISTER JBNKY AND HEB HUSBAND. 177 

their bodies, and a trip in their gait. All which 
motions they express at once in their drinking, bowing 
or saluting ladies ; for a distant imitation of a forward 
fop, and a resolution to overtop him in his way, are 
the distinguishing marks of a Dapper. These under- 
eharacters of men are parts of the sociable world by 
no means to be neglected: they are like pegs in a 
building ; they make no figure in it, but hold the struc- 
ture together, and are as absolutely necessary as the 
pillars and columns. I am sure we found it so this 
morning ; for Tranquillus and I should, perhaps, have 
looked cold at each other the whole day, but Dapper 
fell in, with his brisk way, shook us both by the hand, 
rallied the bride, niistook the acceptance he met with 
amongst us for extraordinary perfection in himself, 
and heartily pleased, and was pleased, all the while he 
stayed. His company left us all in good humour, and 
we were not such fools as to let it sink before we con- 
firmed it by great cheerfulness and openness in our 
carriage the whole evening. 
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XVII.— LOVE THAT WILL LIVE. 

From my oion Apartmeniy December 7. 

Mt brother Tranquillus being gone out of town for 
some days, my sister Jenny sent me word she would 
come and dine with me, and therefore desired me to 
have no other company. I took care accordingly, and 
was not a little pleased to see her ent<er tljci room with 
a decent and matron-like behavioar, which I thought 
very much became her. I saw she had a great deal to 
say to me, and easily discovered in her eyes, and the 
air of her countenance, that she had abundance of 
satisfaction in her heart, which she longed to communi- 
cate. However, I was resolved to let her break into 
her discourse her own way, and reduced her ta a 
thousand little devices and intimations to bring me to 
the mention of her husband. But, finding I Was re- 
solved not to name him, she began of her own accord. 
" My husband," said she, " gives his humble service to 
you ; " to which I only answered, " I hope he is well ; " 
and, without waiting for a reply, fell into other subjects. 
She at last was out of all patience, and said, with a 
'^mile and manner that I thought had more beauty and 
spirit than I had ever observed before in her, " I did 
not think, brother, you had been so iU-natured. Yon 
Aare seen, ever since I came in, that I had a mind to 
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iaJk of my husband, and you will not be so kind as to 
-give me an occasion." — ** I did not know," said I, " but 
it might be a disagreeable subject to you. You do not 
take me for so old-fashioned a fellow as to think of 
entertaining a young lady with the discourse of her 
husband. I know nothing is more acceptable than to 
speak of one who is to be so ; but to speak of one who 
is so ! indeed, Jenny, I am a better bred man than you 
think me." She showed a little dislike at my raillery, 
and by hor bridling up, I perceived she expected to be 
treated hereafter not as Jenny Distaff, but Mrs. Tran- 
quillus. I was very well pleased with this change in 
her humour; and, upon talking with her on several 
subjects, I could not but fancy that I saw a great deal 
of her husband's way and manner in her remarks, her 
phrases, the tone of her voice, and the very air of her 
countenance. This gave me an unspeakable satisfaction, 
not only because I had found her a husband from whom 
she could learn many things that were laudable, but 
iilso because I looked upon her imitation of him as an 
infallible sign that she entirely loved him. This is an 
observation that I never knew fail, though I do not re- 
member that any other has made it. The natural shy- 
ness of her sex hindered her from telling me the great- 
ness of her own passion ; but I easily collected it from 
the representation she gave me of his. ** I have every- 
thing,''* says she, " in Tranquillus that I can wish for ; 
4uid enjoy in him, what mdoed "^wjl Vk«^ \i5s^^KW6^^st^ 
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to be met with in a ^ood husband, the fondness of a 
lorer, the t^ondemess of a parent, and the intimacy of 
a friend." It transported me to see her eyes swimming 
in tears of affection when she spoke. *' And is there 
not, dear sister," said I "more pleasure in the posses- 
sion of such a man than in all the little impertinences 
of balls, assemblies, and equipage, which it cost me 
80 much pains to make you contemn P '* She answered^ 
smiling, ** Tranquillus has made me a sincere convert 
in a few weeks, though I am afraid you could not have 
done it in your whole life. To tell you truly, I have 
only one fear hanging upon me, which is apt to give 
me trouble in the midst of all my satisfactions : I am 
afraid, you must know, that I shall not always make 
the same amiable appearance in his eye that I do at 
present. You know, brother BickerstafP, that you have 
the reputation of a conjurer ; and if you have any one 
secret in your art to make your sister always beautiful, 
I should be happier than if I were mistress of all the 
worlds you have shown me in a starry night." — 
" Jenny," said I, " without having recourse to magic, I 
shall give you one plain rule that will not fail of 
making you' always amiable to a man who has so great 
a passion for you, and is of so equal and reasonable a 
temper, as Tranquillus. f Endeavour to please, and you 
must please ; be always in the same disposition as you 
are when you ask for this secret, and you may take my 
word yon will never want it. An VitsvAaJtAfc ^ds^life^^ 
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gtrnd-hmDonr, and complacency of temper outlire all 
the charm| of a fine face, and make the decays of it 
inTiBible."« 

We disctmraed very long upon this head, which was 
equally agreeable to ns both ; for I mnst confess, aa I 
tenderly love her, I take as much pleasnia in giving 
her instruotioua for her welfare as she herself does in 
receiving them. I proceeded, therefore, to iaculotita 
these sentiments by Telating a very particular passage 
that happened within my own knowledge. 

There were several of na making merry at a friend's 
house in a country vill^e, when the sexton of the 
pariah church entered the room in a sort of surprise, 
and told us " that, as be was digging a grave in the 
chancel, a little blow of his pick-aie opened a decayed 
coffin, in which there were several written papers.'' 
Onr curiosity was immediately raised, so that we went 
to the place where the sexton had been at work, and 
found a great oonconrse of people about the grave. 
Among tlie rest there was an old woman, who told us 
the person buried there was a lady whose name I did 
not think fit to mention, though there is nothing in the 
story but what lands very much to her honour. This 
lady lived several years an exemplary pattern of con- 
jugal love, and, dying soon after her hnsband, who 
every vwy answered her character in virtue and affec- 
tion, made it her death-bed request, "that all the 
letters which she had received {mm. \mi&. V»jj^\«&«t» 
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and after her marriage should be buried in the coffiir 
with her. These I found, upon examination, were the 
papers before us. Several of them had suffered sc^ 
much by time that I could only pick out a few words ; 
as my soul ! lilies ! roses ! dearest angel I and the like. 
One of them, which was legible throughout, ran thus : 

"Madam, 

" If you would know the greatness of my love, 
consider that of your own beauty. That blooming- 
countenance, that snowy bosom, that graceful person- 
return every moment to my imagination ; the bright- 
ness of your eyes hath hindered me from closing mine 
since I last saw you. You may still add to your 
beauties by a smile. A frown will make me the most 
wretched of men, as I am the most passionat-e of 
lovers." 

It filled the whole company with a deep melancholy 
to compare the description of the letter with the person 
that occasioned it, who was now reduced, to a few 
crumbling bones and a little mouldering heap of eartlu 
With much ado I deciphered another letter, which 
began with, " My dear, dear wife," This gave me a 
curiosity to see how the style of one written in mar- 
riage differed from one written in courtship. To my 
surprise, I found the fondness rather augmented than 
lessened, though the panegyric turned upon a different 
seeomplisbment. The words were «»» iollowa •. 
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"Before this short absence from you, I did not 
know that I loved yon so much as I really do ; though, 
at the same time, I thought I loved you as much as 
possible. I am under great apprehensions lest you 
should have any uneasiness whilst I am defrauded of 
my share in it, and cannot think of tasting any plea- 
sures that you do not parUke with me. Pray, my 
dear, be careful of your health, if for no other reason 
but because you know I could not outlive you. It is 
natural in absence to make professions of an inviolable 
constancy ; but towards so .much - merit it is scarce a 
virtue, especially when it is but a bare return to that 
of which you have given me such continued proofs 
ever since our first acquaintance. I am," etc. 

It happened that the daughter of these two excellent 
persons was by when I was reading this letter. At 
the sight of the coffin, in which was the body of her 
mother near that of her father, she melted into a flood 
of tears. As I had heard a great character of her 
virtue, and observed in her this instance of filial piety, 
I could not resist my natural inclination of giving 
advice to young people, and therefore addressed my- 
self to her. " Young lady," said I, " you see how 
short is the possession of that beauty in which nature 
has been so liberal to you. You find the melancholy 
sight before you is a contradiction to the first hotter 
that you heard on that subject; whereas you may 
observe, the second letter, which celebrates ^our 
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iher's constancy, is itself, being fonnd in this plaep, 
argument of it. Bnt, madAm, I ought to cantiou 
not to tliink the bodies l^i lie before yon your 
ler and your mother. Know, their constancy is 
itrded by a nobler onion than by this mingling of 
T ashes, in a atAte where there is no danger or 
jibility of H second separation." 
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XXVI.— MR. BIOKBRSTAFP'S NEPHEWS. 

From my oum Apaafment, June 16. 

The vigilance, the anxiety, the tenderness^ which I 
have for the good> people of England, I am persuaded, 
will in time be much commended ; but I doubt whether 
they will be every- rewarded. However, I must go on 
eheerfnlly in my work of reformation : that being my 
great design, I am studious to prevent my labours 
increasing upon me; therefore am particularly ob- 
servant of the temper and inclinations of childhood 
and youth, that we may not give vice and folly sup- 
plies from the growing generation. It is hardly to be 
imagined how useful this study is, and what great evils 
or benefits arise from putting us in our tender years to 
what we are fit or unfit ; therefore on Tuesday last, 
with a design to sound their inclinations, I took three 
lads, who are under my guardianship, a-rambling, 
in a hackney-coach, to show them the town ; as the 
lions, the tombs, Bedlam, and the other places which 
are entertainments to raw minds because they strike 
forcibly on the fancy. The boys are brothers, one 
of sixteen, the other of fourteen, the other of twelve. 
The first was his father^s darling, the second his 
mother's, and the third is mine, who am their uncle. 
Mr. William is a lad of true geid\sA\ \svs^,\ife\s!L'?:,"«^*^i«»R» 
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upper end of a great school, and having all the boys 
below him, his arrogance is insupportable. If I begin 
to show a little of my Latin, he immediately interrupts : 
•• Uncle, under favour, that which you say is not under- 
stood in that manner." " Brother," says my boy Jack, 
** you do not show your manners much in contradicting 
my uncle Isaac ! " " You queer cur," says Mr. 
William, ** do you think my uncle takes any notice of 
such a dull rogue as you are ? " Mr. William goes on, 
** He is the most stupid of aU my mother's children^ 
he knows nothing of his book ; when he should mind 
that he is hiding or hoarding his taws^and marbles, or 
laying up farthings. His way of thinking is, four- 
and-twenty farthings make sixpence, and two six- 
pences a shilling; two shillings and sixpence half a 
crown, and two half crowns five shillings. So witliin 
these two months the close hunks has scraped . ii}> 
twenty shillings, and we will make him spend it all 
before he comes home." Jack immediately claps his 
hands into both pockets, and turns as pale as ashes. 
There is nothing touches a parent, and such I am to 
Jack, so nearly as a provident conduct. Tliis lad has 
in him the true temper for a good husband, a kind 
father, and an honest executor. All the great people 
you see make considerable figures on the exchange, in 
court, and sometimes in senates, are such as in reality 
have no greater faculty than what may be called 
imman instinct, which is a "na.t\a«\ VfexAeuft^ to their 
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ovrn preservation, and that of their friends, without 
being capable of striking out of the road for ad- 
ventures. There is Sir William Scrip was of this sort 
of capacity from his childhood; he has brought the 
country round him, and makes a bargain better than 
Sir Harry Wildfire, with all his wit and humour. 
Sir Harry never wants money but he comes to Scrip, 
laughs at him half an hour, and then gives bond for 
the other thousand. The close men are incapable of 
placing merit anywhere but in their pence, and there- 
fore gain it ; while others, who have larger capacities, 
are diverted from the pursuit by enjoyments which 
•can be supported only by that cash which they despise ; 
And therefore are in the end slaves to their inferiors 
both in fortune and understanding^ I once heard a 
ipan of excellent sense observe, that more affairs in the 
world failed by being in the hands of men of too large 
capacities for their business, than by being in the 
•conduct of such as wanted abilities to execute them. 
Jack, therefore, being of a plodding make, shall be a 
•citizen : and I design him to be the refuge of the 
family in their distress, as well as their jest in pros- 
perity. His brother Will shall go to Oxford with all 
speed, where, if he does not arrive at being a man of 
sense, he will soon be informed wherein he is a cox- 
comb. There is in that place such a true spirit of 
raillery and humour, that if they cannot make you a 
vise man, they will certam\y \ft\. ^a>\ Vws^ ^^^ *2^ "^ 
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fool ; whipi IB all my eonain wantB, to cease lo be bo. 
Thus having taken these two out of the way, I hare 
leiBnre to look at my third l&d. I observe in the 
young rogne a uatnral sabtlety of mind, which dis- 
oovero itaeU rather in forbearing to declare his 
thonghte on any occnfiion, than in any Tiaible way of 
eierting himself in discourse. For which roasoa I 
will place him where, if he commits uo faults, he may 
go fortlier than those in other stations, though they 
eioel in Tirtnes. The boy is weU fashioned, and will 
easily fall into a graeef nl manner ; wherefore I have a 
design to make him a page to a great lady of my 
acquaintance ; by which means he will be well skilled 
in the common modes of life, and make a greater 
progress in the world by that knowledge than with the 
greatest qualities withont it. A good mien in a court 
will carry a man greater lengths than a good under- 
standing in any other place. We see a world of pdns 
taken, and the best years of life spent in collecting a 
set of thoughts in a college for the conduct of life, and, 
after all the man so quali&ed sKall hesitate in his 
speech to a good suit of clothes, and want common 
sense before an agreeable woman. Hence it is that 
wisdom, valour, justice, and learning cannot keep a 
man in conn4«nance that is possessed of these ex- 
cellences, if he wants that inferior art of life snd 
behaviour called good breeding. A man endowed 
wfti great perfections, without Oaa, is like one who has 
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his pockets full of gold but always wants change for 
his ordinary occasions. 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truth, and 
has had the same education which I am giying my 
nephew. He never spoke a thing but what was said 
before, and yet can converse with the wittiest men 
without being ridiculous. Among the learned, he does 
not appear ignorant; nor with the wise, indiscreet. 
Living in conversation from bis infancy makes him 
nowhere at a loss ; and a long familiarity with the 
persons of men is, in a manner, of the same service to 
him as if he knew their arts. As ceremony is the 
invention of wise men to keep fools at a distance, so 
good breeding is an expedient to make fools and wise 
men equals. 

My three nephews, whom, in June last was twelve- 
month, I disposed of according to their several capaci- 
ties and inclinations; the first to the university, the 
second to a merchant, and the third to a woman of 
quality as her page, by my invitation dined with me 
to-day. It is my custom often, when I have a mind to 
give myself a more than ordinary cheerfulness, to invite 
a certain young gentlewoman of our neighbourhood to 
mnke one of the company. She did me that favour 
this day. The presence of a beautiful woman of 
honour, to minds which are not trivially disposed, 
displays an alacrity which is not to be communicated 
by any other object. It was not unigl&a&'dx^ ^i^^ ^asa^^ \«k 
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look iah) her tiiooghts of the company she waa in. 
She smiled at the party of pleasnre I had thought of 
for her, which *«e compotied of nn old nmn and three 
boys. My scholar, my citiiwn, and myself, were very 
soon nefflected; and the young courtier, by the bow 
he made to her at her entrance, engaged her observa- 
tion withont a lival, I observed the Oxonian not a 
little discomposed at this preference, while the trader 
kept his eye npon his nnclo. My nephew Will had 
a thousand secret resolntions to break in npon the 
discourse of his younger brother, who gave my fair 
companion a full account of the fasliion, and what was 
reckoned most becoming to this complexion, and what 
sort of habit appeared best upon the other shape. He 
proceeded to acquaint her, wlio of quality was well or 
flick within the bills of mortality, and named very 
familiarly all his lady's aoquaintance, not foi^ettiug 
her very words when he spoke of their characters. 
Besides all this he had a load of flattery ; and upon 
her inquiring what sort of woman Lady Lovely was 
in her person, "Really, madam," says the jackanapes, 
" she is exactly of yonr height and shape ; but as yoQ 
are fair, she is a brown woman." There was no en- 
during that this fop should ontshine us all at this 
unmerciful rale; tliereforo I thought fit to talk to my 
young scholar concerning bis studies ; and. because 
I would throw his learning into present service. I 
deeired him to repeat to me the translation he had 
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made of some tender Terees in Tlieocritus. He did so, 
nith an air of elef^ance peculiar to the eoUe^e to 
which I eeot him. I made soma exceptions to the 
turn of the pbrases ; which he defended with mnch 
modcBtj, as believing in that place the matter was 
rather t^) consult the softness of a awaiu's passion 
than the strength of his eKpresaions. It sooiiappeamd 
Hiat Will had eutfitripped his brother in the opinion 
of onr yoimg lady. A little poetrj. to one wlio is 
bred a scholar, haa the same effect that a good carriage 
of hia person has on one who is to |ive in courts. 
The faronr of women is so natnraJ a passion, that I 
envied both the boys their snccess in ^he approbation 
of my gaest; and I thought the ouly person invulner- 
able was my young trader. During tlie whole meal, 
I could observe in the children a mutiuLl (;o»t«mpt and 
scorn of each other, arising from their different way 
of life and education, and took that occasion to ad- 
vertise them of such growing di8tasl«H, which might 
mislead them in their future life, and disappoint their 
friends, as well as themselves, of the iidvantageiv 
which might be expected from the diversity of tlii'ir 
professions and interests. 

The prejudices which are growing up lK>twoi«u 
these brothers from the different ways of education 
are what create the most fatal misunderstandings in 
life. Bnt all disliuctions of disparagement, merely 
from our circnmstances, are such as will not bear tlw. 
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exAmination of reason. The courtier, the trader, and 
the scholar, should all have an equal pretension to the 
denomination of a gentleman. That tradesman who 
deals with me in a commodity which I do not under- 
stand, with uprightness, has much more rigl^ to that 
character than the courtier who gives me false hopes, 
or the scholar who laughs at my ignorance. 

The appellation of gentleman is never to be afl^ed 
to a man's circumstances, but to his behaviour in 
them. For this reason I shall ever, as far as I am 
able, give mj nephews such*impressions as shall make 
them value themselves rather as they are useful to 
others, than as they are conscious of merit in them- 
selves. There are no qualities for which we ought to 
pretend to the esteem of others bnt such as render us 
serviceable to them : for *' free men have no superiors 
but benefactors." 
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